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Before thy death this feast thou didst ordain^ 
The antidote against eternal pain ; 
Thy saints will imitate thy solemn care. 
And by the altar for the cross prepare. 

Bishop Ken. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



A S a matter of mere abstract reasoning, there 
■^*- can be little difference amongst members of 
the Church of England as to the importance of a 
regular attendance at the table of the Lord, or 
little doubt that they who habitually, and of settled 
purpose, neglect that holy rite, must be set down 
with those who live in any other wilful sin, whether 
of omission or commission. The unhappy logic 
which can relax the obligation of that plain and 
affectionate command, "Do this in remembrance 
of me," can as easily explain away any other of 
the laws of God. Yet this is only one amongst 
many instances which show the little worth of ab- 
stract acknowledgments of duty. Men live by a 
different rule — by the law of their own habits, and 
of the tone of life around them ; and that this is in 
direct opposition to the theoretical admission of the 
universal duty of communicating is but too clear 
on all sides. How many may be found in every 
church, who rise with utter unconcern to quit the 
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haK-concluded service, when they know that they 
shall soon be bidden to 'Mraw near with faith, and 
take that holy sacrament to their comfort!" It 
seems never to cost them a thought — it is a settled 
principle, on which they may act without the trouble 
of a separate process of deliberation. The feast is 
not for them. Yet how would this decent multitude 
endure the address which in the old times of the 
Church they could not have escaped? — "Ye that 
cannot communicate, walk off and begone. Let no 
.... infidel be present ; no heterodox person ; no 
heretic."* 

On this temper of the times no thoughtful Chris- 
tian can look without pain ; for though there may 
have been some increase in the number of commu- 
nicants, it has undoubtedly kept no due relation to 
the increase of apparent piety amongst us. The 
complaint may still be made, "How insignificant 
is the proportion of that little company, which, 
when the bulk of the congregation has retired, and 
the doors are closed, thankfully gather round the 
table of the Lord, to commemorate the Saviour's 
meritorious cross and passion; and in this little 
company, how small is the number of the young! 
Where are the lambs of the fold ? " t 



* Apostot. CoHStitut. lib. viii. cap. is; quoted by Bing> 
ham, Antiq. b. ziU. cap. t. 

t amrg€ of tJU Lord Bishop ^ H^inchetter /br 1837. 
p. S3. 
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If, then, the evil be admitted, it is of no little 
moment to inquire into the causes which have helped 
it forward. Now, amongst the foremost of these 
appear to be two widely spread misconceptions, 
which, seeming at first sight destructive of each 
other, do in fact combine to bring about the same 
result. One of these, beginning with paying a 
seeming reverence to the holy rite, would represent 
it as too great and holy to be approached by or> 
dinary Christians. Those whom matured age, and 
long-established habits, or greater spirituality of 
mind, seem to mark as belonging to the higher 
classes in the Christian school, may safely draw 
near and rejoice in their privilege: but for those 
who are still compassed about with temptation, still 
weak in faith, and not sure of themselves, they had 
better wait, lest, by a premature reception of the 
holy sacrament, they do but increase the guilt of 
their after-offences, if not " eat and drink their own 
damnation." This is one of the most common 
grounds for living in the absolute neglect of the 
holy office. The young think themselves too giddy, 
the middle-aged too full of occupation, the poor 
too full of cares, the rich too full of business: 
professional employments keep the men, the trials 
of a family the women ; and so, by common consent, 
they stay away from communion, thinking that they 
are but treating with due reverence so great a mys- 
tery. It is much to be feared that, in many cases, 
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the tone of our ministry has rather tended to help 
on than check this error. We have grown to con- 
nive at such excuses, in our desire to keep the table 
of the Lord free from unfaithful worshippers. We 
hear, in common language, the number of "the 
congregation," not of the communicants, at any 
church. The man who does communicate is marked 
as doing something more than others, rather than 
the non-communicant as doing less. We suffer 
ordinary Christians to attend week by week, and 
even year by year, upon our ministry, and never 
come to the communion ; instead of feeling it a 
monstrous thing, and plainly showing that we feel 
it to be such. 

Yet, what can be more injurious to a ministry? 
for it is, in fact, yielding to that universal tempta- 
tion of putting off all serious care about religion to 
a " more convenient season." It is allowing that 
men may be Christians, and may profit by the hear- 
ing of God's word, though they cannot bring them- 
selves to that true devotedness of heart and life 
which would warrant their habitual (nresence at the 
holy table. 

The first working of this error may be often 
traced to the time of confirmation. That holy rite 
is intended by the Church to admit the catechumen 
to the class of full-grown Christians, and to all the 
privileges of believers. Of these the chiefest and 
most evident is a partaking of this holy feast. But 



from this the young are apt to shrink. Confirmation 
has been a step, and for the present they are con- 
tented with it ; after a while, they look forward to 
communicating as another. "I^t us," is their 
language, " have time to try our sincerity, to see 
whether we act up to our vows ; and then hereafter 
we may take our places at the holy table." How 
thin a veil is this to cover self-dependence, and an 
unfaithful estimation of the eucharist as the distinc- 
tion of a class rather than a means of grace ! Now 
this is the natural temptation of the young; but 
then, alas ! how often is it aided, and not checked, 
by parents and sponsors! How often do they, 
longing earnestly to see more evident marks of the 
working of God's blessed Spirit on the hearts of 
those committed to them, encourage them in putting 
off communion until they are better fitted for it! 
And so this precious opportunity is lost. For in 
many cases this is the turning-point. If the con- 
firmed catechumen seals his vows at the holy table, 
and seeks for a living might in communion with 
his Lord, he "goes on thence from strength to 
strength, until he appears before his God in Zion." 
But if he postpones communicating, and waits to 
become fitter, the Spirit of the Lord ceases to strive 
with him, his better feelings die away, he falls 
under the power of some temptation, and perhaps 
never more regains that state of promise which he 
had reached at confirmation. 
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The other error which| from a very different 
quarter, helps on this evil, is of a subtler form. 
Here the duty of communicating is really allowed ; 
but fears are expressed lest by strongly pressing it 
on men, you should engender something of for- 
mality, if not fall at last amongst the snares of 
Romanist delusions. "Certainly it is a duty; but 
why put it so prominently forward ? You will make 
men think that all religion consists in attending the 
sacrament." Such is no unfrequent language ; yet 
what is this but the deadly error of attacking for- 
malism by removing forms instead of infusing spirit? 
It is pulling down the scaffolding because its work 
is not accomplished ; it is cutting off the limbs lest 
men should confoimd them with the inner principle 
of life; it is to encourage men in staying away 
from communion altogether, instead of striving to 
bring them to it in a more faithful and earnest spirit. 
This is a fruit of the low and degenerate mysticism 
which is everywhere abroad ; which, setting out by 
seeking to promote the essence and inner life of 
piety, ends by destroying its very exist«ice ; whidi 
tears down, in its misguided zeal, those necessary 
stays on which the tender shoots of holy affections 
must be long trained and helped to mount to heaven. 

It is, in fact, the error of the earlier mystic, 
without his redeeming features of abstraction from 
the world, and intense devotion. How much 
healthier is the tone of that true-hearted man, who 



INTRODUCTION, xi 



from his cell in Saxony raised his voice indeed 
against the errors of the Popish system, but who 
could not bear the jargon which teaches us to 
attain high ends by throwing off the only means of 
reaching them! With homely earnestness he 
charges on the devil the delusion, which, con- 
tinually crying, " Spirit ! spirit 1 spirit ! " destroys 
the while all roads, bridges, scaling-ladders, and 
paths, by which the Spirit can enter ; namely, the 
visible order established by God in holy baptism, 
in outward forms, and in his own word. 

And here is the secret link between these seem- 
ingly discordant errors. Each of them obscures 
that great characteristic of the rite, that it is an 
especial means of grace. This leads those who 
fall into the first, to look at it mainly as a badge, or 
a profession, and so to "fence the table" against 
the weak and trembling, and make attendance at it 
the privilege of a peculiar class. This leads the 
others to speak little of it ; to deem it rather a com- 
fort and privilege attendant on the spiritual life, 
than a cMef means of its support ; and so to press 
rather the direct attainment of that inner frame of 
feelings, which they deem solely important, for- 
getting that this is to be acquired through the use 
of outward means. 

If, then, we would promote a due attendance at 
the holy supper, we must set ourselves firmly 
against both these delusions; we must, on all 
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occasions, press home the truth, that to communi* 
cate is the privilege and the duty of every 
Christian ; that it is meant not for one class, but 
for alL Having first removed the mistaken fears 
with which the change of language has invested 
the term " damnation," we must go on to press on 
men that none '*can eat and drink their own 
judgment^ except the wantonly careless, or the 
wilfully profane ; whilst all who stay away commit 
each separate time a separate sin ; that the mourn- 
ful probability of our falling into after*sins of 
infirmity, is no reason why we should absent 
ourselves, and so increase the danger and diminish 
the power of resistance; that Christ our Lord 
hath bidden all attend — the weak, the trembling, 
the faint-hearted ; and that he certainly, who so 
loved men as to ^hed his precious blood for them, 
could intend, in this invitation, no trap for weak 
believers, no snare for tender consciences ; that 
nothing but the wilful practice of known and 
habitual sin can turn that holy food into poison, and 
so be a sufficient reason for abstaining from it. To 
this, too, must be added a clear picture of the loss 
which men incur by thus passing on themselves a 
needless sentence of voluntary excommunication. 
As in the holy eucharist, more than in any other 
way, is the death of our Master showed forth 
" until HE come ;" so certainly in it, more than by 
any other means, is commtmion with our only 
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Saviour to be gained, and those gifts of grace 
secured whereby alone we can forsake sin, or grow 
in holiness of life. Let every doubtful soul weigh 
well this thought : Whither would it go for pardon 
for the past, for grace for the future, save unto the 
Lord Jesus ? and where shall it go by a straighter 
or a surer road than by that which he hath here 
provided? In every such case, no doubt, there 
must be a struggle : the sense of guilt would 
always drive us from our Lord ; but is not this to 
be driven to perdition ? And is there not here his 
gracious voice bidding us to come? " Were it not 
so," says St. Bernard, " what should I do when I 
heard the Lord's approach ? Should I not fly as 
Adam did, who fled from his face, and yet escaped 
not? Should not I despair when I heard that he 
was coming, whose law I have so broken, whose 
patience I have so abused, to whose kindness I have 
proved so oft ungrateful \ But what stay could be 
greater than that of his own word of consolation ? 
Wherefore he says himself that 'The Son came 
not to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved.' Now, then, I draw 
near with confidence, I pray with filial trust ; for 
why should I fear, when the Saviour hath come into 
my house ? against him only have I sinned ; what 
he hath pardoned needs must be forgiven. ' Who 
shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect.?' " * 

* St. Bernard, Serm. in E^iph Dcm. i. § 3. 
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Nor need the harassing remains of sin, so that 
we truly strive against them, keep us from our 
remedy. Here it is that we are in a special manner, 
and after a heavenly sort, to be made one with 
Christ our Lord, and to receive therefore of his 
strength. The very provision of so great a medi- 
cine may assure us of our cure; for "no wise 
physician would consume his costliest drugs upon a 
hopeless case." * And if we refuse the remedy, how 
•an we escape the sentence of the slothful servant? 
Surely the Christian man, who lets his fear of 
ofifending keep him from the holy table, fills up, 
more than any one beside, that fearful character. 
Surely, above all men, he declares that he " knew 
his Lord to be a hard man, reaping where he had 
not sowed;" and that therefore "he was afraid, 
and went and digged in the earth," to hide the 
talent wherewith he had been entrusted. 

And if vain fears may not keep us from the holy 
eucharist, surely still less may an empty apprehen- 
sion of formality teach us to think lightly of it. 
Means indeed are nothing in themselves, but they 
are the way to God ; and as we have no right to 
choose some and neglect others — to hope, for 
instance, that prayer, or meditatio.i, or God's 
word, can be blessed to him who refuses com- 
munion, — so, if we did choose, what could we 
choose before this holy feast? Surely it and 

• St. Bernard, Serm. in Nativ. UL fi 5. 



INTRODUCTION, . xv 



Christian baptism bear a peculiar character 
amongst the other means of grace. Is it not, in 
an especial sense, the Christian's privilege ? Is it 
not the aptest showing forth of the Lord's death — 
the meetest instrument for our communion with 
him? It were no true sacrament if there were 
not in it greater blessings than in any of the 
ordinary means and opportunities of grace which 
men may at their will appoint, or at their discretion 
intermit. How, otherwise, would it differ from 
times of especial devotion, from seasons of especial 
prayer ? and if it differs not, what is its essence as 
a sacrament ? Because, then, its very nature has 
been overthrown in the idolatrous abuse to which 
the Romanists pervert it, let not Christian men 
fall into another error, and lower down into a mere 
commemorative rite that which Christ hath given 
them for a higher purpose. "For we take not 
baptism nor the eucharist for bare resemblances or 
memorials of things absent, neither for naked signs 
and testimonies, assuring us of grace received 
before, but (as they are indeed and in verity) for 
means effectual, whereby God, when we take the 
sacrament, delivereth into our hands that grace 
available unto eternal life, which grace the sacra- 
ments represent or signify. . . . We receive Christ 
Jesus in the eucharist often, as being, by con- 
tinued degrees, the finisher of our life ... we 
receive him, imparting therein himself."* 



• Hooker, EccUs. PoL b. v. § 57. 
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Let no man, therefore, hope to maintain within 
himself the inner life of piety, whilst he neglects 
these evident means of sustaining it ; for " it is not 
ordinarily God's will to bestow the grace of sacra- 
ments on any but by the sacraments. " • It is by 
them that Christ " deriveth unto every several mem- 
ber of his Church that saving grace which he 
otiginally is." The true guard against fomudhy is 
no uiideivaluing of sacraments ; it is the continual 
remembrance that the "grace which men receive 
by them, they receive it from God, and not from 
them. For that of sacraments, the very same is true 
which Solomon's Wisdom observeth in the brazen 
serpent : ' he that turned towards it was not healed 
by the thing he saw, but by thee, O Saviour 
of all.'" + And to those who desire to approach the 
eucharist with such a diligent and earnest faith, 
this little volume may (with God's blessing) render 
some assistance. It differs from most works of the 
kind, in being wholly gathered from the writings of 
old divines of the English Church ; and thus secures 
the presence of that raciness and strength which 
are so rare in modern books of devotion. Who has 
not felt this difference? Who can turn from the 
writings of St. Augustin, St Bernard, or of Hooker 
and Leighton, to most of this day, without remem- 
bering the sacred words, " No man having drunk 



• HOOKRR, EccUs. Pol. b. V. 8 57. 
t Id., ibid. 
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old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, 
The old is better"? 

But this is not all : we must live with those around 
us ; to the contagion of their errors we are always 
exposed. These we must meet with, in some mea- 
sure, even in our teachers; for their minds will, 
more or less, be tinged with the prevalent opinions 
of the day. They, therefore, who would be in any 
measure free from this evil, must often retire from 
their immediate equals, to converse with men of 
other times. We must think their thoughts; we 
must look at truth with them, and see it in other 
lights and colours than those which have rested 
always on our own path ; and this applies, with 
especial force at this time, to the subject of the 
eucharist. Discussion and division have been rife 
amongst us, and they have done their common work 
of evil ; for as men contend they strengthen their 
own views, and grow to look on others with a 
readier and more morbid exclusiveness. Each party 
sees strongly some portion of the truth, and, in their 
zeal for it, too commonly forget that partial truth 
is amongst the most pernicious forms of error. At 
such a time, the voice of the great and holy dead is 
of peculiar value. They are free from our conten- 
tions, and the harmony and grandeur which dwell 
on their passionless and even judgments remind us 
of the peacefulness with which their spirits now 
embrace truth and one another in Paradise, luid 

B 
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their voice will be heard, as from the depth of an 
oracle, above the strife and din of our jarring 
tnmttlts. 

To converse, then, in these pages for a while with 
such, the reader is invited; not that it is alwa]^ 
needful to go through a long course of preparation 
before partaking of the eucharist ; on the contrary, 
the Christian man should alwa3rs be ready to ap- 
proach it, nor ever turn away merely because he 
has no such peculiar opportunity of leisure; but 
that when he has opportunity and leisure, he may 
be aided in turning them to good account. And for 
those that can command it, what time can he laid 
out to better purpose, or gather in a richer harvest? 
The gifts of God, indeed, are poured upon us freely ; 
but, as his ordinary rule, it is those who seek that 
find. He that has truly watched and prayed, that 
has cleansed his soul with an unfeigned humiliation, 
and trimmed the fires of love, and zeal, and devo- 
tion, before he drew near to the holy table, may 
expect, of God's mercy, to find the greatest refresh- 
ment there, to enjoy the nearest communion with 
his Lord and Saviour, and to go away the most 
enriched with grace. For " to him that hath shall 
be given ; " and though we can by prayer and labour 
earn nothing for ourselves, we must pray and labour, 
if we would receive anything from him. And 
those who do thus labour shall receive. They may 
not, indeed, at the time perceive their own inward 
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profiting. It may be that God may try their faith, 
by suffering them for a while to lack the present 
refreshment of sensible joy ; but not a whit the less 
certain is their gain. We must not judge of the 
presence or the absence of God's most Holy Spirit 
by the ebb or flow of our own ever-shifting tide 
of feeling. We must not strive to work up ourselves 
to that joy which we desire. This were indeed to 
"walk by sight;" and our new life is to be "hid 
with Christ in God." We have the sure words of 
Christ ; let them sink into our hearts ; let us believe, 
not wrangle about them : '* Whoso eateth my flesh, 
and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I 
will raise him up at the last day. For niy flesh is 
meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." 

S. W. 



brighstonb Rectory, 

yan. 25, 1839. 
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NOTICE OF THE WRITERS, 

From whose works the following passes are extracted, may 
be useful to many readers, and is therefore here sub- 
Joined, in their chronological order. 



BORN 



1466 T^R. JOHN COLET, dean of St. Paul's, 
-■-^ and founder of St. Paul's School. A very 
learned man, and an eminent forerunner of the 
Reformation: for which, as Bishop Latimer 
tells us in his sermons, he was at one time in 
danger of being burned by King Henry VIII. 
He died in 1519, in his 53rd year. 



X489 Dr. Thomas Cranmer, archbishop of 
Canterbury ; and one of the great instruments 
in bringing about the happy reformation 'Of 
religion in this land. He was burned, with 
Bishops Ridley and Latimer, by the *Papists, 
on the 2ist of March, 1556, aged 66. 
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BORN 

John Jbwbl. A most learned man, and isaa 
one of the earliest of those who were engaged 
in the reformation of religion in this land. 
He fled to Frankfort during the persecution 
under Mary, returned under Elizabeth, was 
made bishop of Salisbury 1560, and died 
September, 1571. 

Richard Hooker, known by posterity as Z553 
the "judicious Hooker," an eminently learned, 
wise, and holy man, authcx* of The Ecciesi' 
astical Polity. He was sometime fellow of 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford; and died 
November 2, x6oo, aged only 46. 

Dr. Lancelot Andrews, chaplain to 1565 
Queen Elizabeth, and bishop of Winchester 
in the reigns of James I. and Charles I. One 
of the translators of the Bible. He was 
eminent for his talents, learning, and piety. 
His sermons and A Manual of Devotions are 
his chief remaining works. 

Dr. Christopher Sutton was a native of 1565 
Hampshire, and came to Oxford in 1583. He 
was made prebendary of St. Peter's, West- 
minster, by King James I. in 1605, for his 
eloquence in preaching. He died in 1629. 
His chief works now remaining are. Godly 
Meditations on the most holy Sacrament of 
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BORN 

the Lord's Supper; Disce Mori; and Disce 
Vivere. In 1677 the fkst of these had 
reached thirteen editions. 

51573 Dr« William Laud, president of St. John's 
College, Oxford, and archbishop of Canter- 
bury. Put to death at the beginning of the 
great rebellion, 1645. 

1574 Dr. Joseph Hall, appointed in 1627 
bishop of Exeter, and in 1641 bishop of Nor- 
wich. His works, which are very valuable, 
have been reprinted of late in ten octavo 
volumes. 

1605 Dr. Henry Hammond. A man of deep 
learning and eminent piety ; sometime canon 
of Christ Church, Oxford, and favourite 
chaplain of King Charles I. He followed his 
master, after his reverses, to Wobum, Caver- 
sham, Hampton Court, and the Isle of Wight. 
Having lived through the troubles of those 
evil times, he died in 1660, just before his 
intended preferment, after the Restoration, to 
the bishopric of Worcester. His works fill 
four folio volumes. 

1605 Bishop Jeremy Taylor. One of the 

most eminent writers of the English Church, 

. and a man of remarkable devotion. He was 

chaplain to King Charles I., lived in retire- 
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BORN 

ment through the great rebellion, and after 
the Restoration was appointed bishop of 
Down and Connor ; and died in 1677. He is 
the author of the Hoiy Living and Dying; 
The Golden Groves &c. 

Dr. Robert Leighton. Bom at Londcm, 1613 
and appointed, first, bishop of Dunblane, and 
then archbishop of Glasgow. Overborne with 
the violence of the evil times in which his lot 
had fallen, he resigned his archbishopric, 
and retired into Sussex. He was a man of 
a most primitive piety, and of a truly 
heavenly spirit, which breathes in every line 
of hb well-known Commentary upon the zst 
Epistle of St. Peter. 

Dr. Daniel Brbvint was bom in Jersey, 1616 
educated in the Protestant College at Saiunur, 
in France, and first fellow of Jesus College, 
Oxford, on laud's foundation. Expelled 
thence by the parliamentary visiters in the 
great rebellion, for refusing to take the 
covenant, he fled into France, and became 
pastor of a Protestant congregation in Nor- 
mandy. After the Restoration he retumed to 
England ; was made prebendary of Durham, 
and then dean of Lincoln ; and died May 5, 
1695. His residence in France led him to 
study deeply the Romish controversy, and 
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NOTICE OF AUTHORS, 
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made him, he says, "acquainted with every 
comer of that Church." His principal works 
were : x. The Mystery of the Roman Mass 
laid open^ &c. ; a. Saul atid Sawuel at 
Endor; or. The new Ways of Service amd 
SalvaHon which tempt Men to Rome^ truly 
represented and refuted; and, 3. The Chris- 
tian Sacrament and Sacrijice, &c, repub- 
lished in 1739, upon the high recommendation 
of it by Waterland in his Charge ; and some 
Latin works exposing the corruptions of the 
Church of Rome. 



Z626 Dr. Simon Patrick. One of the most 
learned men of his day, and sometime bishop 
of Ely. During the reign of James II. he 
stood forward as a defender of the reformed 
faith against the busy attempts of the Roman- 
ists. He and Dr. Jane were appointed to 
defend their faith against two Roman priests 
in the presence of James II.; the king, goiqg 
off in anger during the contest, was heard to 
say, "he never heard a bad cause so well 
maintained." James continued to use all his 
endeavours to draw him over to the Romish 
Church. But the dean, as he then was, with- 
stood them all, replying boldly, that " he coukl 
not give up so well proved a religion." He 
died in May, 1707, aged 80. 
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BORN 

Dr. Lancelot Addison was dean of lich- x63« 
field and archdeacon of Coventry in 1683, 1684, 
and left behind him many pious works. 
Amongst others, one upon The Genuine Use 
and Necessity of the Two Sacraments of 
Baptism cuid the Lord's Supper ^ with our 
obligation frequently to receive the latter. 
Died 1697. 

Dr. Thomas Ken. A man of remarkable 1637 
holiness and singleness of heart. He was 
chaplain to Bishop Morley, of Winchester, 
and by him made rector of Brighstone, Isle of 
Wight, and afterwards prebendary of Win- 
chester. He boldly withstood vice, not fearing 
the greatest men, but reproving it first in the 
Prince of Orange, and afterwards in King 
Charles II. He was appointed bishop of Bath 
and Wells ; of which he suffered himself to be 
deprived after the revolution of 1688, rather 
than take what he believed to be unlawful 
oaths. He died in the year 1710-11, leaving 
behind him many devotional works in prose 
and verse. He is the author of the Morning, 
Evening, and Midnight Hymns. 

Dr. Anthony Sparrow, bishop of Exeter 1637 
and Norwich, author of the Rationale^ or 
Practical Exposition of the Book of Common 
Prayer. He died iu 1688. 
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BORN 

1638 Dr. William Beveridgr. A man of pro- 
found learning and great holiness; he was 
styled "the great reviver and restorer of 
primitive piety." In 1691 he refused to take 
the see of Bath and Wells, of which Bishop 
Ken had been deprived ; but in 1704 was con- 
secrated bishop of St. Asaph. He died in 
1707, and was buried in St. Paul's Cathedral. 
He left the greater part of his fortune to the 
Societies for spreading Christian knowledge. 

1642 Dr. George Hickbs. One of the most 
celebrated of those divines who refused, on 
conscientious grounds, to take the oaths to 
William and Mary after the revolution, and 
was for that reason deprived of the deanery 
of Worcester. He was a man of uncommon 
parts and profound learning. After an unquiet 
life in evil times, he died in his 74th year, 
December, 1715. 

Z645 Dr. Thomas Comber was prebendary of 
York and dean of Durham ; he died in 1699, 
leaving several learned works, which relate 
chiefly to the Book of Common Prayer. 

x6g3 John Kbttlewbll, vicar of Coleshill, in 
Warwickshire, was deprived for refusing to take 
the oaths to William imd Mary. He was a 
man of wisdom and learning, but still more 






remarkable for eminent devotion. He died in 
1695, aged 41, leaving an unblemished name, 
and many holy works, to edify the Church. 

Dr. Thomas Wilson, bishop of Sodor and 1663 
Man, administered that see for 57 years, with 
the holiness, zeal, and simplicity of an apostle ; 
and left behind him, to the Chiu-ch, the legacy • 
of a most holy example, and many pious writ- 
ings, amongst which is the Short and Plain 
Instmctimis for the better Understanding of 
the Lord's Supper, 

Dr. John Potter. A learned man; for 1674 
ten years archbishop of Canterbury. He died 
in X747. 
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When your hands untie these striMg:s, 

Think you 've an angel by the wings ; 

One that gladly will be nigh 

To wait upon each momittg sigh; 

To flutter in the balmy air 

Of your well-perfumid prayer : 

These white plumes 0/ his he 'II lendyou^ 

Which every day to heaven will sendyou. 

To take acquaintance 0/ the sphere ^ 

And all the bright-faced kindred there, 

Crashaw. 
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PREPARATORY TO 
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TRX7S mtich we most be sore to hold, that fa tiie 
Siqjper of the Lord there b no vain ceremony, 
no bare sigii, no trntnie figure of a ttdag absent. 
Bat, as the Scripture sahh. the table of the LORD, 
the bread and cup of the LORD, the memofy of 
Christ, the annandation of his death, yea, the 
oommnnioo of the body and blood of the LORD 
fa a manrelloas incorporation, whidu by the opera* 
tion of the Holy Ghost (the very bond of our 
coqfunctionwith CHRIST), is throug^h fiutfa wrought 
fa the soub of the ftithfiil, whereby not only their 
soob five to eternal life, but they snrdy trust to 
wfa to their bodies a resurrection to inunoitaUty. 
HomUy nf the Sacrament^ Put L 
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T ADORE thee, O blessed Jesus, my Lord and 
-^ my God, when I conisider what that sacrament 
is to which thou now invitest me, and of what parts 
it consists ; of an outward and visible sign, and of 
an inward and spiritual grace ; for thou. Lord, who 
knowest our infirmities, and how little able we are 
to conceive things heavenly and spiritual, in pity to 
our dark and feeble apprehensions hast ordained 
outward and visible signs, to represent to our minds 
thy grace, which is inward and invisible. Thou 
hast <Nrdained bread and wine, which is our bodily 
food, to picture to our faith the food of our souls. 

I know, O my God, that I must look through the 
outward elements, and fix my faith on that which 
they signify, and which is the inward and invisible 
grace, even th^r own blessed body and blood, which 
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is verily and indeed taken and received by the faith- 
ful in the Lord's supper. 

But, Lord, how canst thou give us thy flesh to 
eat? Lord, thou hast told me, that thy words they 
are spirit and they are life, and are therefore not 
carnally to be understood. Lord, I believe; help 
thou my unbelief. 

Lord, I believe that the bread that we break, and 

the cap that we drink, are not bare signs only, but 

the real communication of thy body and thy blood, 

and pledges to assure me of it ; and I verily believe, 

that if with due preparation I come to thy table, as 

certainly as I receive the outward signs, so certainly 

shall I receive the thing signified, even thy most 

blessed body and blood ; to receive which inestimable 

blessing, O merciful Lord, do thou fit and jnrepare 

me. Amen. Amen. 

Bishop Ken. 

IL 

T~\ OST thou desire to know, O my soul, with what 
•*^ good things Christ in this holy mystery hasteth 
unto thee? how he cometh laden and enriched 
with so many merits and rewards? Whatsoever he 
brought into the world, all those he exhibiteth in 
this most divine sacrament. He that ministereth 
such food to him that fighteth, what doth he 
keep in store for him that overcometh ? Surely in 
that immortal life, in that land of promise, he will 
fill thy desires with all happiness, which in this 
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wilderness giveth thee such heavenly manna. And 
what doth he so much covet of thee, my soul, by 
this most noble food, as that he may plentifully 
reward thee with unspeakable graces ? Mark what 
he bringeth ; more, I assure thee, than thou canst 
wish or desire. "Behold," saith he, "I stand at 
the door and knock ; if any man hear my voice, 
and shall open to me the gate, I will enter in unto 
him, and sup with him." 

What wilt thou do, O my soul, in so great abun- 
dance of all good things ? Do what thou art able, 
and do it quickly. Be thou enlarged to receive 
such mysteries ; make clean the place of thy heart ; 
prepare the upper room of thy best and best-di^ 
posed devotion ; exclude a mind beating upon 
vain and idle cogitations ; exclude an entrance to 
evil desires ; yield acceptable passage to the Bride- 
groom Christ Jesus; gird up thy loins with the 
girdle of truth ; light the lamp of faith ; go forth 
to meet him, and receive hin. joyfiuiy. 

Dr. Christopher Sutton. 

III. 

'X*HOU art invited, O my soul, to a royal banquet ; 
-*• put on thy best apparel then, for the King that 
bids thee will take great notice of thy dress. It is 
the marriage-supper of the great King ; let me then 
get on the wedding-garment, that I may go out to 
meet the Bridegroom of my soul. Take care that 
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thoa appear like a guest, lest the Lord of the Ifeast 
should look upon thee as an intruder. But come 
away, all things are ready! Surely thon dost not 
stand doubtful whether thou shalt go or not, nor 
make excuses to put it off till another time? Art 
thou sure if thou hast rejected this solemn invita- 
tion, and refused thy company to the great Master 
of the feast, who does now so passionately desire it, 
— art thou sure to be accepted another time ? May 
not these delays provoke the slighted King to cry 
out in his anger, that thou, which wut in vain 
bidden, shalt not taste of my supper? 

Raise up- thy faculties, therefore, O my soul, and 
consider the many obligations that thou art under 
of hastening to the banquet of thy Lord. Think 
but upon the cond^cension of the Almighty. He 
stoops to solicit my presence, and even entreats me 
to be there: shall I, then, insolently reject these 
submissions of the Deity, and despise the goodness 
of my Creator? But as the condescensions of thy 
Saviour, O my soul, in calling thee to the feast, so 
the benefits of it to thyself do oblige thee to accept 
this call, and hasten to the entertainment with an 
excess of joy. 

Here is that which conveys grace to the soul, and 
nourishes my faith and all other virtues to that 
degree, as to make me a new creature, and fit me 
for the presence of my Lord in his eternal kingdom. 
Mere is that which ratifies the promises of God, 
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applies the merits of my Redeemer's death to my 
soul, and, in a word, seals the pardon of my sins. 
Here is that which will make me in a manner the 
receptacle of my God ; for he will come unto me, and 
make his abode with me, so that I shall enjoy him here 
below, and in some measure anticipate his glorious 
presence, which is in heaven the delight o( angels. 

Reflect, again, upon the honour, O my soul, that 
is conferred upon thee. Why this great honour, 
O my Lord, to me, the most wretched of all that 
are called to thy heavenly table? what dost thou 
see in me to tempt thy compassion, and invite thee 
to vouchsafe me this honour? Was it not enough 
for thee to come down from thy glorious seat above, 
and die upon the cross for me, but must thou also 
provide this heavenly banquet for thy servant, and 
oblige him to sit down in thy presence, and feed 
upon the bread of life ? 

O my soul, how am I obliged, in gratitude to my 
Saviour's love upon the cross, to be frequent in the 
commemoration of it 1 He there trod the wine-press 
of his Father's displeasure, and in the bitter anguish 
of his departing soul cried out he had forsaken 
him. The disgrace, as well as the torments of his 
cruel death, together with his willingness to endure 
all this for my redemption, are such instances of 
love, even in this invitation too, as call for the 
highest expression of gratitude, and a thankful ac- 
ceptance of the proffer. Bishop Ken. 



IV. 

T ET us consider, my soul, before we go to the 
■^-^ holy table, for what ends we go thither, and 
with what hearts we ought to ga Is it not to 
admire the greatness of God's love in giving his 
Son to us ; and the greatness of Christ's love in 
giving himself for us? Is it not to render our highest 
thanks and praise to the Father and the Sod for 
this inestimable love, and then to offer up ourselves 
wholly to his service? Is it not to renew our 
baptismal covenant, wherein we promised to forsake 
all hb enemies, and to lead a mortified life in all 
obedience to hb will? to represent to God what 
hb Son hath done for us, and humbly to hope in 
him for all the benefits of his passion? to receive 
increase of power to overcome the world, and farther 
testimonials of hb love, and stronger deares after 
the consummation of it in heavenly bliss? 

Bishop Patrick. 



O 



V. 

BLESSED Saviour, what more powerful 
motives can I have to persuade me to com- 
municate than thy command, and the blessed 
I effects of thb holy sacrament? 

But, alas I my corrupt nature b apt to subject me 
to low and base inducements to this duty ; such as 
are, fear of my superiors' displeasure if I abstain ; 
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or shame of not appearing as devout as my equals ; 
or the mere custom of the place or of the season. 

But, Lord, I do from my heart renounce all these 
and the like carnal considerations ; and I come to 
thy table to renew my baptismal covenant with thee. 

I come to testify my sense of thy love, O heavenly 
Father, in thy so loving the world as to give up thy 
only Son to die for me. 

I come to testify my faith in thee, and my love 
towards thee, O blessed Saviour, and thankfully to 
commemorate thy wonderful love in dying for me. 

I come. Lord, to testify my stedfastness in the 
communion of thy Church, and my charity to all 
the world. 

I come to thy table, O Lord, from a sense that I 
want that spiritual food to which thou there invitest 
me. 

Alas 1 I am soon apt to grow weary of well-doing ; 
a few prayers tire me ; every slight temptation over- 
comes me ; but I know that thy body can strengthen 
my soul, and thy blood revive my drooping obedi- 
ence; and it is thy most blessed body and blood 
after which I hunger and thirst. O gracious Lord, 
grant that I, and all who communicate with me, 
may feel their saving efficacy. O, feed, refresh, 
and nourish our souls with them to life everlasting, 
and that for thy own infinite mercy's sake, which 
moved thee to offer up thy body and blood for us I 
Amen. Amen. Bishop Ken. 
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VI. 

T^OST thou bid me, O Saviour, do this in 
•*-^ remembrance of thee? O, how can I forget 
thee ! how can I enough celebrate thee, for this thy 
unspeakable mercy I Can I see thee thus crucified 
before my eyes, and for my sake thus crucified, and 
not remember thee? Can I find my sins accessory to 
this thy death, and thy death meritoriously expiat- 
ing all these my grievous sins, and not remember 
thee? Can I hear thee freely offering thyself to me, 
and feel thee graciously conveying thyself into my 
soul, and not remember thee? I do remember thee, 
O my Saviour ; but O that I could more effectually 
remember thee i 0» do thou remember me in thy 

glory 1 

Bishop Hall. 

VII. 

LORD, who arc we, unworthy sinners, that thou 
sbouldst thus regard us ? 
'Twas for our sakes, and to draw us up to thy 
love, that thou hast commanded us to commemorate 
thy passion. 

Blessed are the eyes, O Jesu, that see thee in 
these holy signs ; and blessed is the mouth that 
reverently receives thee:* 



* Thou that art dedrous of this table, when thou goest 
up to the reverend communion to be satisfied with 



M EDIT A TIONS. 39 



Blessed yet more is the heart that desires thy 
coming, and longs to see thee in thy beauteous 
self. 

O thou eternal Lord of grace and glory, our joy 
and portion in the land of the living 1 

What hast thou there prepared for thy servants, 
who bestowest such pledges of thy bounty here? 

What dost thou there reserve in thine own 
kingdom, who givest us thyself in this place of 
banishment? 

How will thy open vision transport our souls, 
when our dark faith yields us such delights? 

O my adored Redeemer, when will that happy 
day appear when mine eyes may behold thee with- 
out a veil ? 

When will the clouds and shadows pass away, 
that thy beams may shine on me in their full 
brightness ? 

Away, false pleasures, sin, and vanity; for the 
God of holiness hath touched my heart 

He has himself gone in and taken full posses- 
sion, and sealed it up for hb own service. 

Dr. Hickbs. 



spiritual meats, look up with faith upon the holy body 
and blood of thy God; marvel with reverence, touch it 
with thy mind, receive it with the hand of thy heart, and 
take it fully with thy inward man.— EUSEBIUS EMIS* 
SENUS, quired in first ^rt 0/ the Homily conccrtting 
th* Sacranuni* 
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Vlll. 

A MEDITATION FOR THE COMMUNION AT 
CHRISTMAS. 

"I ITELCOME, thrice-bleiKed day I the desire of 
* '^ all nations, whose distant glories made the 
father of the faithful to rejoice, and whose ap- 
proaches filled the world with wonder and expec- 
tation : thou wert ushered in with ang:elic hymns, 
and celebrated ever since with anthems of praise, 
because thou didst bring forth joy and a Redeemer 
to mankind. Happy am I, that I have a sacrifice 
of thanksgiving in my hand, to express the delight 
which my heart doth feel 1 This holy table is the 
altar upon which I offer my acknowledgments for 
all mercies ; and O how many, how great are those 
which this day brings to my remembrance! so infi- 
nite, they cannot be expressed ; and yet so excdlent, 
they must not be forgotten. O my soul, summon all 
thy powers to admire and worship, for all is 
miracle and the height of wonder ! Eternity 
begins to be. the Maker of all is made himself, an 
Infinite Majesty is shrunk into the dimensions of a 
span, the Word is made flesh, and God becomes 
man, yet remains God still. Here is a mother who 
knew no man, a son that had no father on earth, a 
child of Adam untainted with the contagion that 
infects all his posterity, an infant honoured with a 
new and glorious star, adored by kings, worshipped 
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by angels, yet bom In the condition of the meanest 
fortune. All hail, sweetest Saviour ! how lovely is 
thy condescension, how honourable thy abase- 
ment! Thou hast more splendour in the rags of 
thy humility than all the grancfeurs of this world 
could gfive thee ; thou art more a king because thou 
wouldst be like a slave for our sakes ; and con- 
querest more hearts by thy stupendous love and 
unparalleled self-denial. O, how shall I celebrate 
this great solemnity 1 wherewithal shall I set forth 
my gratitude for this most auspicious day ? I will 
receive the cup of salvation, and with faith and 
ravishments of delight feast upon that precious 
body and blood which Jesus did this day assume 
for me. It is not enough, dearest Lord, that thou 
wast bom for me, unless thou art also born again 
in me, and, as it were, become incarnate in my 
heart. In thy birth thou wast made one with us ; 
thou didst put on flesh, and wert a partaker of our 
humanity: and thou hast appointed this holy 
sacrament, that I might be one with thee, be 
replenished with thy Spirit, and a partaker of thy 
divine nature. Nor is it any incongruity if I 
remember thy passion and praise thee for thy incar- 
nation at once; for as soon as thou wast bom, 
thou didst begin to die; and the life which was 
here begun, compared to that glorious life which 
thou didst leave, was itself a very death. But 
therefore thou wast bora, that thou mightest be 
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capable to suffer that death iat v» which thy 
divinity could not feel : and thus thy nativity was 
the first scene of thy passion, for it introduced thy 
death, and that effected our salvation; so that I 
will remember both together, f<Mr in both thou 
hast most admirably humbled thyself to the depth 
of misery : and yet I doubt not but thou wouldst 
have stooped lower, if it had been either necessary 
or possible; but there needs no more testinKHiies 
of thy love. Blessed Jesus, I am already over- 
whelmed with these which are so strange and 
undeserved, so sweet and ravishing, that my aool 
could not contain, if it did not vent itself in thy 
I praises. Therefore with angels, &c 

i Dean Combbs. 

IX. 

] A MEDITATION FOR THE COMMUNION AT 

i EASTER. 

I 

MY soul, adorn thyself with the garments of 
gladness ; prepare thy most triumphant hsrnltts 
logo forth and meet this great returning Conqueror. 
Thou didst rejoice when he was pleased to under- 
take the combat, and didst celebrate his entrance 
in the lists with praises ; how, then, will it ravish 
thee to behold him come off with success and 
honour! His warfare is now accomfdished, and 
he hath passed through the scorn and cruelty of 
men, the malice and rage of devils, the just but 
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severe anger of God, yea, the shadow of death and 
the regions of eternal horror ; and after all this, thy 
Surety is set at liberty, for he hath paid all thy 
debts, and cancelled all those dismal bonds by 
which thou wert forfeited to eternal ruin. Thy 
Champion is victorious ; and as the trophies of his 
conquest, he hath the keys of death and hell, and 
leads them both in triumph, vanquished and dis- 
armed. Blessed be he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord! We receive thee, dearest Saviour, as 
born to us a second time; and this shall be thy 
birthday also, the nativity (though not of our 
Emperor, yet) of thy empire, thy restoration to a 
state of immortality. Thy former birth did show 
thee to be the Son of man, but this declares thee 
to be the Son of God : and now we know that our 
Redeemer liveth ; he that loved us so infinitely as 
to die for us, doth now ever live to intercede on our 
behalf; he that expressed such kindness to us in 
his passion, hath so fully demonstrated his own 
power in his resurrection, that we are sure he is 
as able as willing to deliver us. " Let the heavens 
rejoice, and the earth be glad ; for this is the day 
that the Lord hath made;" a day to be had in 
everlasting remembrance, a time destined to jubilee 
and rejoicing. Behold how nature is raising itself 
from the grave of winter, and seems annually to 
celebrate the memory of her Lord's resurrection in 
her green and fresh attire ; a season chosen by God 
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for festival three thousand years ago. and observed 
ever since by Jevrs or Christians, or both, with the 
greatest solemnity. See how those blinded Jevrs 
rejoice over their paschal lamb (in the midst of all 
their calamities) for the deliverance of their fathers : 
but we have a nobler passover for a greater deliver- 
ance ; Christ our passover is sacrificed for us, there- 
fore let us keep the feast, and that upon the precious 
body and blood of the Lamb of God, who was slain, 
but is alive again, and, behold, he lives for ever- 
more. Wherefore I will go to thy altar with joy, 
and tell out thy works with gladness, O most mighty 
Saviour, who hast not only died for my sins, but 
risen again for my justification. And, indeed, what 
comfort could I have found in this memorial of thy 
death, if it had not been for thy resurrection? This 
sacrament would have only remembered thy suffer- 
ings, and renewed my sorrow to think that so ex- 
cellent a Person had perished in the attempt oi my 
deliverance ; but now it is become a feast of joy, 
because it is an assurance of thy resurrection, as 
well as a commemoration of thy passion. And 
since thou livest, sweetest Jesus, we live also. Thy 
resurrection raises our hearts from sad despair ; it 
gives a new life to our hopes ; it makes our sorrows 
light, our labours easy, our lives cheerful, and our 
death advantage, because it hath lost its sting, and 
is become the gate into immortality. We can charm 
all our fears and troubles with this one word, " The 
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Lord is risen ; yea, the Lord is risen indeed." For 
thou hast washed us in thy own blood, and made 
us kings and priests to God, to offer up at this thy 
altar never-ceasing praises. Therefore vrith angels, 
&c. Dean Comber. 

X. 

A MEDITATION FOR THE COMMUNION ON 
ASCENSION-DAY. 

SEE, O merciful Jesus, thou art content for our 
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sakes to stay here upon earth, when heaven longs 
for thy return. Thou hast these forty days denied 
thyself the full fruition of thy glories, to dispel the 
sorrow and confirm the faith of thy disciples ; and 
yet at last their tears and embraces show how loth 
they are to part with thee. But, behold, the day 
of thy triumph is come, and the holy myriads are 
sent to wait upon thee ; the heavenly singers, that 
go before, cry, "Open yourselves, ye everlasting 
doors, that the King of glory may come in." To 
whom the angels which come out to meet thee 
answer, in ecstacies of amazement, "Who is the 
King of glory?" And all the chorus that follow 
a'ter reply, "Even the Lord of hosts, he is the 
King of glory." And thus, with hymns and joyful 
acclamations, is Jesus welcomed to his ancient and 
most glorious throne. And now, O my soul, why 
standest thou gazing into heaven ? He is too high 
to be discerned, too bright to be seen with mortal 
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eyes, since cherubims are dazzled at his splendent. 
He is gone to his proper place, and ascended thither, 
whither thy desires carry thee, and where ere long 
thou shalt see him face to face. Tliou standest like 
Elisha, looking after him, and lamenting thy 
Master's departure; but he hath left his mantle 
behind him, even the mysteries of this holy sacra- 
ment, which to thy faith is the flesh which he was 
clothed withal, and is designed to convey a double 
portion of his Spirit unto thee ; so that it appears 
he hath left his love with us, when his person was 
taken from us. Away, then, with these sighs and 
tears ; lament no longer the absence of thy Lord, 
for he is in this blessed feast ; he is here in his com- 
forts and graces, here in his merits and his love ; 
and his Spirit can minister the same benefits hereby 
which his personal presence would have given thee. 
Go, then, with all possible speed, and taste of his 
heavenly provision; delight in it above all the 
sweetnesses in the world, because it contains so 
many pledges and emblems of thy glorious Re- 
deemer's love. When thou beholdest him that is 
thy Head so advanced, make haste to unite th3rself 
nearer to him by partaking of his body and blood, 
that thou mayest finally reign with him. As the 
celestial choir welcomed him to his heavenly throne, 
so will we rec«ve him with joy into our poor souls. 
Therefore with angels, &c 

Dean Comber. 
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XL 

A MEDITATION FOR THE COMMUNION ON 
WHITSUNDAY. 

T WILL go to thy altar, O Lord, with a new sacri- 
"*■ fice of praise, because thou hast given me a fresh 
instance of thy love this day. Thou art slow to 
punish thy enemies, but speedy to comfort thy ser- 
vants ; for no sooner was thy misery changed into 
glory, but we received the greatest demonstration 
of thy affections : no sooner didst thou put on thy 
crown in heaven, but the earth felt the bounty of 
thy dispensations ; for it was not possible for thee, 
sweetest Jesus, to let thy promise remain long un- 
performed, or the sad expectations of thy disciples 
unsatisfied. Being assembled, therefore, this day 
wiih one heart in one place, they are suddenly sur- 
prised with wonder, and inspired with a heavenly 
power, such as they had never felt before — vigorous 
as a mighty wind, cheering as the morning light, 
inflaming their hearts with zeal, and filling their 
mouths with anthems indited in the languages of 
all the world. O wonderful change! their igno- 
rance is changed into learning, their mistakes into 
infallibility, their fear into courage, their weakness 
into strength, their sorrow into joy, and they in a 
moment made able to confound the arts and conquer 
the oppositions of the heathen world, and, in spite 
of all the devices of Satan, to set up the kingdom 
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of the Lord Christ. And shall not we praise thee 
for these miraculous dispensations, by which the 
Gospel was made known even to us in these utmost 
comers and last of times? Yes, holy Jesus, we 
will also meet with one accord at thy table, not 
doubting but thou wouldst give us the same mea- 
sures of thy Spirit there, if our duty or our necessity 
did require it. It is enough for us that thou knowest 
our needs ; more than will supply them we dare not 
ask, less thou wilt not give. Thou hast given us 
thyself, wherefore we believe thou wilt not deny us 
thy Spirit, without which we can have no interest 
in thee, nor benefit from thee. We come not, gra- 
cious Lord, with the carnal Jews, to devour thy 
flesh, but to partake of thy Spirit, which only 
giveth life ; the flesh profiteth nothing. Behold, thy 
Spirit hath converted millions; let me, therefore, 
together with thy precious body, receive here such 
proportions of thy Holy Spirit as may suppress my 
evil affections, revive my dead heart, comfort my 
dejected mind, and turn my ignorance into know^ 
ledge, my knowledge into practice ; and make that 
practice so sweet and easy, that this may be a day 
of joy to me also, solemnised in the white garments 
of sanctification and rejoicing ; and, finally, let not 
this heavenly inspiration be only expressed in ecsta* 
cies and holy fervours this day, but let thy Spirit 
rest upon me, and dwell in me for ever ; so shall I 
always have cause to bless thee for so incomparable 
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a gift. Methinks I feel already the force thereof 
bearing down my corruptions, and its bright beams 
driving away the mists of sin and error. I find its 
flames warming my heart with zeal and charity, 
and its quickening power opening my sealed lips to 
show forth thy praise. Therefore with angels, &c. 

Dean Comber. 

XII. 

A MEDITATION FOR THE COMMUNION ON 
TRINITY SUNDAY. 

O ADMIRABLE mystery, to be adored in the 
profoundest silence ! by the contemplation 
whereof, when I am struck with amazement, I can 
learn humility, and discover my own ignorance ; and 
I have the opportunity of exercising a nobler faith 
than if I could comprehend it with my shallow 
reasonings and imperfect demonstrations. The 
Trinity in Unity, and the Unity in Trinity, hath 
been derided by the heathens, and endeavoured to 
be perplexed by the wits of all kinds of heretics ; 
but it sufficeth me, blessed Jesus, that thou hast 
revealed it, and thy holy Church (divided in too 
many other things) hath universally agreed in this 
great truth. And I am the more confirmed in it, 
because I learn by it to worship with a regular 
devotion ; from hence I am taught to pray to the 
Father in the name of the Son, through the assist- 
ance of the Holy Ghost ; and as long as I live will 

D 
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I praise thee and magnify thee in this manner. I 
will bless thee particularly at this holy feast for so 
excellent a revelation ; for thu ordinance itself 
contains many things above my understanding, and 
all is mystery. The Trinity is the article, and this 
sacrament the rite, which do distinguish thy true 
religion from all the sects in the world : wheref(M%, 
bv. observing this rite, I do embrace this faith ; 
ana upon the representation of thy death, I do 
profess to live in it, and die for it, resolving never 
to have other Lord. And when I find the Father 
giving, the Son given, and the Holy Ghost dis- 
pensing that gift unto my soul in this sacred 
onnmunion, it shall be a greater confirmation to 
my faith in this divine m3rstery than can be 
acquired from the most curious search into it. 
However, I am resolved my reason shall vail to 
thy word, and I vrill be content to stay for a full 
apprehension of this sublime truth, till I am 
advanced to a state of angelic perfection, and come 
to behold the glories of the Triune God. Till then 
I will bless thee for what I know, and believe more 
than I can perceive, and I will worship the same 
majesty which the heavenly choir doth in their 
addresses. Therefore with angels, &c 

Dban Combbr, 
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When a natural eye looks upon the sacrament— 
to wit. of the Lord's Supper— it finds in it a bare 
and mean kind of ceremony. Take care there be 
not any of you that come to it, and partake of it, 
with others who prize it little, have but few conceits 
of it, and do indeed find as littie in it as they look 
for. But what precious consolation and grace doth 
a believer meet with at this banquet 1 how richly is 
the table furnished to his eyei what plentiful 
varieties employ his hand and taste i wliat abun- 
dance of rare dainties 1 Yet there is nothing but 
One here : but that One b all things to the be- 
lieving soul ; it finds his love is sweeter than the 
richest wine to the taste, or best odours to the 
smell; and that delightful word of his, "thy sins 
are foigiven thee," is the only music to a distressed 
conscience.— Archbishop Lbighton. 
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I. 

/~\ BLESSED Jesus, do thou so open my eye of 
^-^ faith to discern thy body and blood in this 
holy sacrament ; do thou so dispose me at this 
time, that I may feel all the happy effects of thy 
own divine institution ; that my soul may receive 
such lasting impressions of thy goodness, and be 
so filled with the love of thee, and with the incom* 
parable delights of thy service, and with such an 
early foretaste of heaven, that all the pleasures of 
sin may appear to me tasteless and unwelcome. 

O heavenly Father, clothe me with thy wedding- 
garment, even the graces of my blessed Saviour ; 
for then I am sure to be a welcome guest at thy 
table, when I shall come thither in the likeness 
of thy own well-beloved Son, in whom thou art 
always well pleased. 

O heavenly Father, fill me with a lively faith, 
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being alone, accept of it, O Father, as it is an 
oblation supported by that sacrifice which alone is 
able to please thee. Receive it, clothed with the 
righteousness of thy Son, and made acceptable with 
that holy perfume which rises from off his altar; 
and grant that he who sanctifies and they who are 
by him sanctified, may be joined in one passion, 
and may enjoy hereafter with thee the same glory. 
Amen. Dr. Brbvint. 

III. 

BLESSED Saviour, I, a poor unworthy sinner, 
have an earnest longing to come to thy table ; 
but considering my many and grievous sins I tremble 
and fear to approach unto it. I come therefore to 
thee, the fountain of mercy, hoping that thou wilt 
wash me; 1 come to thee, the good Samaritan, 
I hoping thou wilt cleanse my wounds: I open my 

j grief, and discover my iniquities to thee; I look 

I upon my sins, great and grievous, and thereupon 

I tremble ; yet, beholding thy mercies great and 

plentiful, I am therewith again refreshed. Remem> 
ber, O Lord, how many pains and sorrows thou 
didst sustain to expiate my sins. I entreat thee 
therefore by them to purge and purify me, that I 
may worthily be incorporated into thy body, which 
is thy Church, and may also worthily receive this 
sacrament, that so, together with thy whole Chtuxh 
I may give thee praise everla<;tingly. Amen. 

BisHOF Andrews. 
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IV. 

SEND down, O Lord, the Spirit of power Into my 
heart, and enable me to subdue all its unruly 
passions, to mortify my lusts and desires, and to 
deny myself; that what thou determinest may be my 
choice, and thy will be the rule of all my actions. 

Let thy Holy Spirit so assist me, O most 
gracious Father, that my preparations for the 
sacrament may be such as if I were preparing to 
stand before the throne of my eternal Judge, that 
nothing may alienate my affections from thee, nor 
alter my resolutions heavenward ; but that I may 
so worthily eat the flesh and drink the blood of the 
Son of man, that, when I go hence, 1 may be 
admitted to the marriage-supper of the Lamb, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Bishop Spaerow. 
V. 

O FATHER of mercies, who hast once given thy 
Son to die for me, and art now ready in this 
holy sacrament to offer him to me again, I humbly 
adore, but I am utterly at a loss when I would duly 
prize so invaluable a mercy. What am I, poor 
wretched creature, that I should sit down to eat with 
my blessed Lord, when the glorious angels do at a 
distance adore and pay him homage? But since it is 
thy glorious excellency, O blessed Jesu, to love 
those that hate thee, and to save their lives who 
barbarously took away thine, and accordingly to 
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call to this heavenly feast so unworthy a wretch as 
I am — I am ready to come at thy command ; but 
would fam come worthily, and leave all my sins 
behind me, seeing it is no feast for them. Oh, I 
loathe them, and would never yield to commit them, 
were they to do again; and humbly entreat my 
heavenly Father, that, for thy sake, he would freely 
forgive me what is past, and rid me of them for the 
time to come. Slay them, good Lord, for they 
have slain thee; and will slay me too in time, if 
they are suffered to reign in me. Meet me in this 
heavenly banquet with a full pardon of all mine 
offences, and with a perfect cure of all mine infirmi- 
ties and spiritual distempers, that I may be cleansed 
by thy blood, and quickened by thy Spirit, and 
assured of that eternal life which, for thy sake, 
God has promised to all his elect ones. 

All this thou art ready to do for me, O holy Jesus, 
if I come worthily. And therefore my humble 
request is, that thou wouldst assist me acceptably 
to perform the duties of this heavenly feast, that so 
I may enjoy all the blessings of it, and find it a 
communion of thy very body and blood. I would 
gladly remember thy dying love with a heart that 
is full of thanks, and quite weary of my sins, and 
most desirous of thy grace, and is thoroughly pre- 
pared to seal a lasting covenant of repentance and 
reconciliation with thee and with all my neighbours. 
All this I desire to do, and to do it fervently. But, 
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alas I I cannot do it as I ought, unless thou, O 
blessed Saviour, wilt graciously come and help me. 
My apprehensions of this amazing love are voy 
low ; O, do thou exalt them 1 My heart is still in- 
sensible of what thou hast done and suffered for 
me, and my affections are dull and heavy ; O, do 
thou quicken and inflame them! Make me love 
thee as much as it is possible for my heart to' love 
any, and to desire thy grace as highly as I need it ; 
and to be set against every sin as irreconcilably as 
there is just cause for the same, both for thy sake 
and for mine own ; and to love all my brethren as I 
am beloved, that I may be fit to receive the abun- 
dant communications of thy grace in this holy sa> 
crament. I earnestly ask, and humbly hope for all 
this, O good God, only because I infinitely need it; 
and because thy grace is infinite, which will not 
suffer thee to see the necessities of thy poor servants 
unsupplied ; and because, unworthy as I am, I am 
still the purchase of thy Son's most precious blood. 
O, then, do not despise me, for thine own mercies' 
and for thy dear Son's sake, in whose holy name 
and words I further pray as he hath taught me. 
Our Father, &c. Rev. John Ksttlewblu 

VI. 

OLORD of heaven and earth, who knowest my 
down-sitting and my up-rising, and understand- 
est my thoughts afar off; with what trembling ought 
I to approach thee, though I knew nothing by mjrself 
But, alas I my own heart condemns me ; and thou 
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art greater than my heart, and knowest all things. 
O Lord, do thou create in my heart a sincere desire 
to become better, and a stedfast resolution to en> 
deavour to grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. When I go to offer myself 
most solemnly to thee at thy altar, make me feel 
thy divine presence with me, enlightening my mind 
—raising in me worthy thoughts and affections to- 
wards my dear Saviour — engaging my will more 
firmly to thine— confirming all my pious resolutions 
—exciting my faith, hope, love, and joy — that this 
holy communion may be to the continuance of a 
holy life in greater care, diligence, and zeal, in all 
well-doing. Assist me, I beseech thee, in every 
part of my duty, that I may remember the suffer- 
ings of the Lord Jesus, so as to be crucified with 
him ; and his great love, so as to love him with all 
my soul, and my neighbour as myself; and the new 
covenant made in his blood, so as to have his laws 
written on'my heart ; and all the precious promises 
he hath thereby sealed to us, so as to place my 
entire contentment and satisfaction in them, till I 
come to possess that perfect happiness which I wait 
for, through thy mercies in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

Bishop Patrick. 

VII. 

OGOD, who, seeing that the dulness of our spirits 
so often needs fresh impulses of sense, hast won- 
derfully contrived to set before us thy sacrificed Son, 
so as to exercise at once our faith and love, while 
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he is made really present to all the faithful, and is 
by them verily and indeed received ; reclaim, we 
humbly beseech thee, all our wandering affections 
with this miracle of goodness, and compose them 
into such a diligent and devout attendance on our 
gracious Lord, that we may daily feed our adoration 
and love of him, and daily grow in our desires of 
seeing eternally his glorious face, who, with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, livech and reig^eth one God, 
world without end. Amen. Dr. Hicicbs. 

VIII. 

t~^ LORY be to thee, O gracious Jesu, who, to 
^^ help our memories, and to impress thy love 
deep on our souls, hast instituted this blessed sacra- 
ment, and commanded us," Do this in remembrance 
of me." 

O Jesu, let the propitiatory sacrifice of thy death, 
which thou didst offer upon the cross for the sins of 
the whole world, and particularly for my sins, be 
ever fresh in my remembrance. 

O blessed Saviour, let that mighty salvation thy 
love has wrought for us, never slip out of my mind ; 
but, especially, let my remembrance of thee in this 
holy sacrament be always most lively and affecting. 

Jesu, if I love thee truly, I shall be sure to 
frequent thy altar, that I may often remember all 
the wonderful loves of my crucified Redeemer. 

1 know, O my Lord and my God, that a have 
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remembrance of thee is not enough; O do thou 
therefore fix in me such a remembrance of thee as is 
suitable to the infinite love I am to remember ; work 
in me all those holy and heavenly affections which 
become the remembrance of a crucified Saviour. 

O merciful Jesu, let that immortal food, which in 
the holy eucharist thou vouchsafest me, instil into 
my weak and languishing soul new supplies of grace, 
new life, new love, vigour, and new resolution, that 
I n»ay never more faint, or droop, or tire, in my duty. 

O my God, thou who alone changest the heart, 

be thou pleased to change mine ; change my 
aversion to thee into an entire love of thee. O 
give me a filial repentance, that with a broken and 
contrite heart I may grieve and mourn, and repent, 
for all my former sins, and may for ever forsake 
them, and return to my obedience. 

Let thy love, O my God, so perfectly exhaust my 
soul, that I may for the future stedfastly purpose to 
lead a new life, that I may renew my baptismal 
vow, that I may hereafter live as a sworn votary to 
thy love. 

O heavenly Father, settle in my soul a lively 
faith in thy mercy through Christ, a steady belief 
of all thy love to sinners, and an affectionate reli« 
ance on the merits and mediation of thy crucified 
Son, of my being accepted in the Beloved, for whom 

1 will ever adore and love thee. Amen. 

Bishop Ken. 
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IX. 
r\ MOST mighty God and merciful Father, who, 
^-^ according to the multitude of thy mercies, dost 
put away the sins of those who truly repent ; open, 
O Lord, I beseech thee, the eyes of thy mercy upon 
me thy most unworthy servant, who in heart 
earnestly implores pardon and forgiveness of all 
my sins and offences. Thy blessings and benefits I 
have abused, thy judgments and punishments not 
feared, the means of my salvation too often 
n^lected: and thus most grievously have I 
provoked thy wrath and indignation. Shouldest 
thou, therefore, O Lord, be extreme to mark what 
is done amiss, and take vengeance for my sins, I 
were as dust before the face of the wind, and in 
justice might be swept away for ever. 

But, O Lord, with thee there is mercy, that thoa 
mightest be feared. Thou art a God of all com* 
fort and consolation; a merciful, loving, and 
gracious Father, ready and willing to hear all 
penitent sinners that in heart are truly sorrowful 
for their sins. In the name, therefore, of Jesus 
Christ, my blessed Redeemer, I humbly prostrate 
myself before the throne of thy mercy-seat, accom- 
panied with no other hope than such as proceeds 
from the richness of thy mercy, that, for his sake 
alone, thou wilt have compassion upon me, 
beseeching thee not to let my sins be a dotid 
between thee and my distress. 
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And now, O Lord, that I am about to receive the 
blessed sacrament of the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ, how shall I, that am so great a sinner, dare 
presume to approach thy table? The heavens in 
thy sic^t are not clean, and the pillars of the earth 
shake at thy presence. Yet, Lord, thou hast pro- 
vided a special means, and in thy Gospel left us a 
command, " Come unto me, all ye that are weary 
and heavy-laden." Which command I obey; and 
in confident assurance of thy promise in Christ 
Jesus, I trust thou wilt have mercy upon me. 
Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness, and 
cleanse me from my sin, and renew a right spirit 
within me ; and of thy gracious goodness direct me 
in this service, that all the faculties of my soul and 
body may be intent rightly to apprehend, and 
humbly to receive, this eternal food — this bread of 
life — the heavenly and wonderful mystery; and 
that, by thy grace, I may obtain the virtue, fruit, 
and benefits of the death and passion of my 
Saviour, and by the same the remission of my sins 
and everlasting «alvation, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. Dean Colbt. 

X. 

A LMIGHTY God and most merciful Father, 
^~^ give me, I beseech thee, that grace, that I may 
duly examine the inmost of my heart, and my most 
secret thoughts, how I stand before thee. Lord, I 
confess all my sins, and my unworthiness to pre- 
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sent myself at thine altar. But thou canst fot^ve 
sin, and give repentance : do both, gracious Father; 
and then behold I am clean to come unto thee. 
Lord, make me a worthy receiver of that for which 
I come — Christ, and remission of sin in Christ ; and 
that for his own mercy-sake and thine. Amen. 

Archbishop Laud. 
XL 
/^ LORD, consider my complaint, for I am 
^-^ brought very low. O Lord, how long wilt thou 
be angry with thy servant that prayeth ? O Lord, 
give me grace and repentance, and thou canst not 
be angry with my prayer. O Lord, I am thine ; save 
me, and deliver me not into the will of mine enemies, 
especially my ghostly enemies. O Lord, I am thy 
servant ; thy unprofitable, wasteful servant, yet thy 
servant. O Lord, set my accounts right before 
thee, and pardon all my mis-spendings and mis> 
reckonings. O Lord, I am thy son; thy most 
unkind, prodigal, runaway son, yet thy son. O 
Lord, though I have not retained the love and 
duty of a son, yet do not thou cast off the kind- 
ness and compassion of a father. O Lord, in thy 
grace I return to thee ; and though I have eaten 
draught with all the unclean swine in the world in 
my hungry absence from thee, yet now, Lord, upon 
my humble return unto thee, give me, I beseech 
thee, the bread of life, the body and blood of ray 
Saviour, into my soul, that I may be satisfied in 
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theie, and never more run away from thee, even for 
Jesus Christ's sake, who gave himself for me. 
Amen. Archbishop Laud. 

XII. 

OLORD God, hear my prayers. I come to thee 
in a stedfast faith ; yet for the clearness of my 
faith,Lord, enlighten it ; for the strength of my faith. 
Lord, increase it. Behold, I quarrel not [at] the 
words of thy Son, my Saviour's blessed institution. 
I know his words are no gross, unnatural conceit ; 
but they are spirit and life. While the world 
disputes, I believe. He hath promised me, if I 
come worthily, that I shall receive his most 
precious body and blood, with all the benefits of 
his passion. My Saviour is willing, in this tender 
of them both to me. Lord, so wash and cleanse 
my soul, that I may now, and at all times, come 
prepared by hearty prayers and devotions ; and be 
made worthy, by thy grace, of this infinite blessing, 
the pledge and earnest of eternal life, in the merits 
of the same Jesus Christ, who gave his body and 
blood for me. Amen. Archbishop Laud. 

XIIL 
T MISERABLE sinner, confess and acknow- 
-^ > ledge, with bended heart and hands lifted up 
in the presence of thee, O God, my many and mani- 
fold sins, and that I have transgressed sundry ways 
Hgainst the precepts of the first and second table. 

s 
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I am sorry from the bottom of my heart ; and it 
grieveth me that I have so often offended thee, my 
gracious God. I come unto thee as an humble suitor, 
to obtain mercy and pardon for all my offences. I 
beseech thee to sancti'y me by thy Holy Spirit ; to 
strengthen my faith against all assaults of my 
ghostly enemy ; to seal up in me by this holy mys- 
tery that comfortable hope of the life to come. 

Direct me, I beseech thee, now approaching to 
thy holy table, that I may abide with thee, and be 
a fit habitation for thy holy presence, both now and 
for evermore. O Lord, make me careful in the 
performance of this, so high a part of thy holy 
WOTship. I come, Lord, as the sick to the Phy- 
sician of life, as an offender to the Lord of mercy, 
as the blind to the light of the eternal Sun, as the 
poor and needy to the God of heaven and earth, 
rich in mercy; therefore, O Lord, cure my infir- 
mities, pardon my offences, lighten my burdens, 
enrich my poverty; grant that I may with such 
reverence receive this heavenly manna, with such 
contrition and devotion, with such purity and faith, 
with such a purpose and intent, as is expedient for 
my salvation. And grant that at last I may behold 
perpetually thy beloved Son, with £%ce revealed, 
whom now I receive in the way by iaith only ; who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Dr. Sutton. 
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O MY soul, we are now in the house of God. 
Behold, the sennon is ended, and the devout 
quests are now flockinfir to celebrate the feast, and 
commemorate the death and passion of the cmd- 
fied Jesus. Turn thyself, therefore, to the heavenly 
table ; for. behold, there stands the priest of the 
living; God, and the messenger of the great King 
is sent out to call them that are bidden. How 
solemn, O my soul, is the celebration of this holy 
ordinance I AH things here are in a profound 
mlence, which well suits the representation of so 
mysterious a tragedy as the death and passion of 
the SON of God. It is fit, indeed, that our first 
approaches to that awful mystery should be taken 
up with a silent contemplat'on of its wonders. 

Glory be to thee, O LORD GOD, for giving me 
this blessed opportunity of coming to thy tabic, 
and approaching thy throne. O grant I may never 
more pollute my soul, which I trust thou hast trade 
thy temple to reside in, who art the GOD of purity. 

Bishop ken. 
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OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. TY\y will 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 
evil. Amen. 
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A LMIGHTY God, unto whom all hearts be 
'^*- open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid ; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love thee, 2nd worthily magnify thy holy 
name ; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

r':ai shall the prust, tnniiii!^ to the /xoplc, r, - 
ht'cDse distinctly all the 'Jen L'onuiiaiidmen.'i : 
and t lie f^eople, still kneeliue;^ shall, after e-:''')y 
ccmniafidment, as/; (iod mercy for their trans- 
■t^ression thereof for the time past, and i^ race to 
keep the ianie for the time to come, as foll(^:eeth. 
Mi :'/..•/■■': /'^OD spake these words, and said, 
^^ I am the Lord thy God: thou 
shalt have none other gods but me. 

j\,,/,/ Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this law. 

)//,;/,-^ , Thou shalt not make to thyself any 
graven image, nor the likeness of any thing that is 
in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the 
water under the earth. Thou shalt not bow down to 
them, nor worship them : for I the Lord thy God am 
a jealous God, and visit the sins of the fathers upon 
the children, unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me, and shew mercy unto thousands 
in them that love me, and keep my commandments. 
/V,;// . Lord, have mercy upon us, and in-line 
our hearts to keep this law. 
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.Uinisir-'-. Thou shall not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain : for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless, that taketh his name in va'ii. 

P-'opia. Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this law. 

Mix •rev. Remember that thou keep holy the 
Sabbath-day. Six days shalt thou labour, and do 
all that thou hast to do ; but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God. In it thou shalt do 
no manner of work, thou, and thy son, and thy 
daughter, thy man-servant, and thy maid-servant, 
thy cattle, and the stranger that is within thy gates. 
For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the 
seventh day ; wherefore the Lord blessed the seventh 
day, and hallowed iu 

Pt-opl, . Lord, hsive mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep thb law. 

.\lh;!sr.'. Honour thy father and thy mother, 
that thy days may be long iu the land, which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee. 

j',\>/,/,. Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this law. 

.}/■'///.</, , Thou shalt do no murder. 

/',.,^/,. Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this law. 

Mifiist, r. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

/V„6/, Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this law. 



M/>:!sf'r. Thou Shalt not steal. 



]\.\f>,.\ Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this law. 

.V//,/v//;-. xhou Shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbour. 

/''"/'' Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this law. 

i// /« ' . Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's 
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, 
nor his servant, nor his maid, nor his ox, nax his 
ass, nor any thing that is his. 

/'- ''■'<'■ Lord, have mercy upon u^, and write all 
these thy laws in our hearts, we beseech thee. 
'I !;f)i .</tai/ /■•//i':u t'lte of th-:f:.: iir'o C'-'lUits for th ■ 

Let us pray. 
A LMIGHTY God, whose kingdom is everlast- 
^"^ ing, and power infinite, have mercy upon the 
whole Church ; and so rule the heart of thy chosen 
servant Victoria, our Queen and Governor, that 
she (knowing whose minister she is) may above all 

* So g^eat are the blessings of a righteous and peaceable 
government, that we are commanded, in an espedal manner, 
to pray for kings, and for all that are in authority ; for thent 
first, that, remembering they are in the place of God, they 
may endeavour to promote his glory whom they represent, 
defend the persons and rights of men, and punish evil-doers 
according to the tenour of these laws ; and secondly, for 
ourselves, that we may obey our governors out of a prin* 
ciple of conscience, and in obedience to God.— BISHOP 
WILSON. 



_ 
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things seek thy honour and glory: and that we, 
and all her subjects (duly considering whose au- 
thority she hath) may faithfully serve, honour, and 
humbly obey her, in thee, and for thee, according 
to thy blessed Word and ordinance, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who with thee and the Holy Ghost 
liveth and reigneth, ever one God, world without 
end. Amen. 

A LMIGHTY and everlasting God, we are 
•^~*' taught by thy holy Word, that the hearts of 
kings are in thy rule and governance, and that thou 
dost dispose and turn them as it seemeth best to 
thy godly wisdom : we humbly beseech thee so to 
dispose and govern the heart of Victoria thy ser- 
vant, our Queen and Governor, that, in all her 
thoughts, words, and works, she may ever seek thy 
honour and glory, and study to preserve thy people 
committed to her charge, in wealth, peace, and 
godliness. Grant this, O merciful Father, for thy 
dear Son's sake, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Ihen s/tnl/ h sa/,/ Hi,- €■.'!!'■ t of /:.- J.iy. . \ v.-' 
.'mri: Ua'.iy a/L-y i':c Cc^u :. i-'. /■..:.«/ .'a 
I- (J the /•.'/.■■,-//,'. ^.lyiiiz. T'u /.>/.>.''V L-r, 7 '( 
l^yiirrt .'f S- rl/'f'n\- <r//('/'..''--..''y'r i'u F/>:::fI \ 

Is -."yititn in tl:i: -■ Jiu/^icr if /v^'V// /./'/;,'■ 

nf the — zrrse. A fid the A'/.v-Z/c cndr(/, he shall 
stiy. Here oideth t'le F- /'is lie. T':en shall he 
riftii f!;f Gos/'ei fihr />'>f>/e <i// st<tn<iii/^- uf>-. 
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S.'yifii^, T'.c /.ivV C\^/c-i /v :. n'/f, // /// :/ig -,- 

.. ''//r//t ^' ^y rc^inn:/i^ lit Htc -- verse. And 

[>':.• (,\\</'r/ f'.'./i-./, .v/;'i.'7 .'■;• .'■..';.':,' t'^- su',/ the Lrecd 
.!•■■'■ •• :'\, :■!■■ p V" ^'/'/^''t'^''-'/^- 'f^ '-'/on. 

T BELIEVE in one God the Father Almighty, 
•■> Maker (^ heaven and earth, and of all things 
visible and invisible : 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begottea 
Son of God, begotten of his Father before all 
worlds. God of God, Light of light. Very God of 
very God, b^;otten, not made, being of one sub- 
stance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made, who for us men, and for our salvation, came 
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy 
Ghost oi the Virgin Mary, and was made man, 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried ; and the third day he 
rose agsun according to the Scriptures, and ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the 
Father. And he shall come again with glory to 
judge both the quick and the dead : whose kingdom 
shall have no end : 

And 1 believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and 
Giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together 
b worshipped and glorified, who spake by the 
prophets. And I believe one catholic and apostolic 
Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the 
remission of sins ; and I look for the resurrection 



VHB HOLY COMMUNION. 75 



of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.* 

T/i'.n s/ta/i /,<//■>:>• ii: - Si'}-;:;nii. rr ■•>: ■ •/' ,'.'■ • 
lioiiiilics airrai/y sr/ J'>r:>'i, c'r ;u'r-i:'i- r .'.■ / • 
.<rt J'-yf'.'. l-y Aiit'u'r'r.v. 

i'lt ■! <h i!i :'.,■ /'rif-^r .\ f ifti A' //'t- i.^y/d s :.ir-, , 
A-t /' /'i,--'// /'. ■ (•{l.-r:.'ry.'- sarin I o>i- >■ ir, /;■ ■•f 
:;■..<■ .<■!!:(•>■ '< /'>/ii>:'-.'i/^-; ii< /;■' .',''•'.■■'•',•'.'' .•.•/,'»' 

, ■■ . ,■;.•/■■;,••' /;' .'; \ ,/■■.:■ i-.-f ■'■ ./, 

LET your light so O heavenly Father, give 

shine before men, us aU grace, that we may 

^, ^ . honour thee both in our 

that they may see your „^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ 

good works, and glonfy j^at thou mayest be glori- 
your Father, which is in fied by those that receive 
heaven. (St. Matt. v. x6.) them. 



* Lord, increase my faith ; grant that I may die in this 
faith, and in the communion of thy holy Church, and be 
united to thee, and all thy members, by a foith and charity 
that shall never end.— BiSHO^ Wilson. 

f Say secretly : " I will give as I am able, according to 
the blessing of the Lord my God, which he has given me" 
And when you give your alms, say, " Lord, pardon all my 
vain expenses ; and accept of this testimony of my grati- 
tude, for what I have received from thee."— BISHOP 
Wilson. 

Sincere Christians at the receiving of the holy com- 
munion should, together with the actual sacr'fice of them- 
selves, bring the freewill offering of their goods ; for this 
as naturally follows the former as the fruits and leaves 
follow the tree, and as what we have or can comes after 
what we are. Therefore, as our bodies and souls are 
sacrifices attending the sacrifice ot Christ, so also must our 
goods attend the sacrifice of our persons.— DR. BKSVINT. 



y coxMusios. 



Lay not up Tor jvur- Mijni^iiiepijweiotiliT 

tdvn utasaKB npoo tliE ^^'> '^ '^"^ "l™" ■* I" 

moUi doth cotTupi, and bm Ue emira? n^3 

where thicva btcalc qux trcasur tn. ivK-m; 

through and aleat; bnl Did tbuoiu-JtnraiiHjba 

l»y upfor youradveiirea- ibere ■ho. 
surcs !d hovcn. vhm 
Dnihcrmst nor math dodi 
CatTDpt,aiid wbeielhievet 
do not \irB^ ihroagh >nd 
«eaL(SLMaII.vi ig,».> 

Whatsoever ye «iuld Mar lUi rate of ctemd 

Ihai mm should do unio i"m"i»jverp mm urn 

y<.u,t™i»dour,oth™; ^^J''*",^^^ 
prophets. (Sl Matt. vii. 



c, Lord, Lord, shall 
L;buthethatdaelh 



Grain, O Cod, thM we 



Zaccheiu itmd Ibrih 
find saA uato the Lord. ' 
Behold, Lord, the half oF | 
my so«U I Eive to the , 
poor; and if 1 hare done 
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any wrong to any man, I 
restore fourfold. (St Luke 
xix. 8.) 

Who goeth a warfare at 
any time of his own cost? 
who planteth a vineyard, 
and eateth not of the fruit 
thereof? or who feedeth a 
flock, and eateth not of 
the milk of the flock? (z 
Cor. ix. 7.) 

If we have sown unto 
you spiritual things, is it 
a great matter if we should 
reap your worldly things? 
(i Cor. ix. zz.) 

Do ye not know that 
they who minister about 
holy things, live of the 
sacrifice ? And they who 
wait at the altar are par- 
takers with the altar? 
Even so hath the Lord 
also ordained, that they 
who preach the Gospel 
should live of the GospeL 
(z Cor. ix. Z3, Z4.) 

He that soweth little 
shall reap little; and he 
that soweth plenteously 



publican, "Salvation 
come to thy house." 



b 



Shan the soldier, the 
husbandinan, and the shep- 
herd, all have their wages, 
and thy ministers only, O 
Jesus, be grudj^ed theirs? 
God forbid 1 Vouchsafe un- 
to me and to all Christians 
a better mind, I beseech 
thee. 

May the good Spirit of 
God bless the heavenly 
seed sown by his ministers, 
that both they and we may 
reap the fruit of their la- 
bour. 

Since thou, O Jesus, hast 
ordained this, far be it from 
me to envy, or to deprive 
thy servants of the right 
which thou hast given them.- 



It will be our own fault, 
if we reap not a plentiful 
crop. 
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sittU rap plenteously. 
Let erevy nam do accord- 
ing as be is disposed in 
his heart; noCgradgiogly, 
or of nrcessity ; for God 
loveth a checrAil girer. 
(a Cbr. ix. 6, 7.) 

Let him that is taoght 
in the word minister unto 
him that teadiedi in aU 
good things. Be not de- 
ceived ; God is not mock- 
ed : for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he reap. 
(GaL vi. t, 7.) 

While we have time, let 
OS do good nnto all men, 
and especially unto them 
that are oi the houseliold 
of fiiith. (GaL vi. xo.) 

Godliness b great riches, 
if a man be content with 
that he hath; for we 
brought nothing into the 
world, neither may we 
carry anything ouL (z 
Tim. vu 6, 7.) 



Lee «s pcoportio o our 
alms to oar ability, lest we 
provoke God to proportioii 
bisbles8ii«sto< 



is no thing . O Cod, 
wfaidi «e can give to thy 
miins>ns.eqoai to the bless- 
ings which we recdve from 
them, irtio mhrister onto 
18 the means of grace and 
sahratkMk 



Blessed be Cod. that I 
have yet time I Lord, give 
me a heart to do good, be 
fore the n{gfat Cometh. iHiett 
no man can work. 



Ghre me. O God. a pioos 
and a contented. nUnd ; and 
for the rest, "thy wiU be 
done." 



• Bishop Bevbridgb. 
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Charge them who are 
rich in thb world, that 
they be ready to give, and 
glad to distribute, laying 
up in store for themselves 
a good foundation against 
the time to come, that 
they may attain eternal 
life, (i Tim. vi. 17-19.) 

God is not unrighteous 
that he will forget your 
works and labour that 
proceedeth of love, which 
love ye have shewed for 
his name's sake, who have 
ministered unto the saints, 
and yet do minister. (Heb. 
vi. xo.) 

To do good, and to dis- 
tribute, forget not; for 
with such sacrifices God 
is well pleased. (Heb. xiii. 
x6.) 

Whoso hath this world's 
good, and seeth his brother 
have need, and shutteth 
his compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of 
God in him? (x John iii 
17.) 



Bless God, ye that have 
riches, if be has given you 
grace and power to give 
them with a liberal hand 
and cheerful heart, without 
which they will be the occa^ 
sion of certain ruin. 



My God, we have nothinfir 
but what is thine; and 
yet thou makest thyself a 
debtor to us for what we 
give to thy poor and to thy 
ministers. How great is 
this goodness I 



May our prayers and our 
alms go up before thee, O 
Godl And graciously ac- 
cept them for Jesus Christ's 
salce. 

Thou, O God, canst sup- 
port all thy poor without 
our assistance ; but it is by 
them that thou triest our 
faith, and our love for thee. 
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m the bee of Ihe Lord f 
Jl Twt be turned away 
mlhee. (Tob. Iv.j.) 



He that hath pitr upoD 
■he poor kndeth unio th: : 
Loitl ; and look, what he I 
tayeth out, it Khali be paid ' 
him Hgain. (Prov. xut. 
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// hiist ihesc setitetuws art' in ynitiiHt;, liu (irnci'fij:, 
church'i'ardtiis^ or other jit persons apf^ointc.i 
j'cr tliai />:(r/>osc'. s/ia// recvive the alms /or the 
f'l'or, a>:d ot/tcr dciotions of th'' f'cople^ in a 
did at I'lxsiji or /'iatc. /» /v /^ro-idod i-y die 
j'iiyi.^ii /or that />fn/osr ; and rcTcntitly ''rin^^- 
it /•' //;.• /;-/. j7, :ohi> sluiU Jiuinbiy pr<.scnt a>id 
/•/,!• t i: ••</'.'« .'//f hoiy tiillo. 

^'ind :ohi>.' th.'tr /o a <:oiiir,iui;:oi:, the /oicst s.'tu!/ 
thi'n place iip:-'n t!i,' table so much bread a?id 
r.'/.'.-r its h-" shall think sntlicirnt. 
. l/tcr ivhich don?, the priest shall j-m-, 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's Church 
militant here in earth. 

ALMIGHTY and ever-living God, who by thy 
holy apostle hast taught us to make prayers 
and supplications, and to give thanks for all men, 
ire humbly beseech thee most mercifully to accept 
ur alms and oblations, and to receive these our 
rayers, which we offer unto thy Divine majesty, 
seeching thee to inspire continually the universal 
lurch with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord ; 
1 grant that all they that do confess thy holy 
oe may agree in the truth of thy holy word, and 

The elements which we are invited to take are of 

\ fiprowing out of the earth, to shew that the earth, 

1 was cursed for Adam's sake, is blessed for Christ's 

As it brings forth thorns and thistles, to call to mind 

ibellion, so it brings forth bread and wine, to call to 

9ur redemption.— Bishop HACKET. 
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live in unity and godly love. We beseech thee also 
to save and defend all Christian kings, princes, and 
governors ; and especially thy servant Victoria 
our queen, that under her we may be godly and 
quietly governed ; and grant unto her whole 
council, and to all that are put in authority under 
her, that they may truly and indifferently minister 
justice, to the punishment oi wickedness and vice, 
and to the maintenance of thy true religion and 
virtue. Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all 
bishops and auates, that they may both by their 
life and doctrine set forth thy true and lively word, 
and rightly and duly administer thy holy sacra- 
ments. And to all thy people give thy heavenly 
grace, and especially to this congregation here 
present, that with meek heart and due reverence 
they may hear and receive thy holy word, truly 
serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the 
days <^ their life. And we most humbly beseech 
thee of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfnrt and 
succour all them who in thb transitory life are in 
trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other 
adversity. And we also bless thy holy name for all 
thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear ; 
beseeching thee to give tf§ grace so to follow their 
good examples, that with them we may be par- 
takers of thy heavenly kingdom : grant this, O 
Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator 
and Advocate. Amei> 



Mm 
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.// t-'.r ////,'(• '•/ the Cci:'-riiti.-ii of :'i. i.-;-.;;:,ii:: ;;. 
('W >\->ntni!i!'!( ttats ^'I'/KX . on:' v. "-•/,. -/v /'.'jk I'j-r 
t'h- rt<,'i:-!i--'^if I'lc: holy saoa.-u-.i.t^ t ■':■.■ /■>; .>/ 
.^ ':'i( x.Tj' ///V ''.ihjriiiiiofi. 

T^ EARLY beloved in the Lord, ye that mind to 

^^ come to the holy communion of the body and 

blood of our Saviour Christ, must consider how St. 

Paul exhorteth all persons diligently to try and ex- 

amine themselves, before they presume to eat of that 

bread and drink of that cup. For as the benefit 

is great, if with a true penitent heart and lively 

faith we receive that holy sacrament (for then we 

spiritually eat the flesh of Christ, and drink his 

blood : then we dwell in Christ, and Christ in us : 

we are one with Christ, and Christ with us); so is 

the danger great if we receive the same unworthily. 

For then we are guilty of the body and blood of 

Christ our Saviour ; we eat and drink our own 

damnation, not considering the Lord's body: we 

kindle God's wrath against us ; we provoke him to 

plague us with divers diseases, and sundry kinds of 

death. Judge therefore yourselves, brethren, that 

ye be not judged of the Lord ; repent you truly for 

your sins past ; have a lively and stedfast faith in 

Christ our Saviour; amend your lives, and be in 

perfect charity with all men ; so shall ye be meet 

partakers of those holy mysteries. And, above all 

things, ye must give most humble and hearty 

thanks to God the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
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Ghost, for the redemption of the world by the death 
and passion of our Saviour Christ, both God and 
man;* who did humble himself even to the death 
upon the cross, for us miserable sinners, who lay 
in darkness and the shadow of death, that he 
might make us the children of God, and exalt us 
to everlasting life. And to the end that we should 
alvrays remember the exceeding great love of our 
Master and only Saviour Jesus Christ, thus dying 
for us, and the innumerable benefits which, by his 
precious blood-shedding, he hath obtained to us, 
he hath instituted and ordained holy mysteries as 
pledges of his love, and for a continual remem- 
brance of his death, to our great and endless 
comfort. To him, therefore, with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost, let us give (as we are most 
bounden) continual thanks ; submitting ourselves 



/ 



* Draw near, therefore, ye contrite souls, and behold the 
Lamb of God dyin(j[ for those suis for which ye have 
mourned, removing that wrath at which ye trembled ; let 
your sorrow be turned into joy, and your fear into &ith 
and hope. Come and offer up your best praises to the 
Father, who contrived this glorious redemption ; to the 
Son, who effected it ; and to the Holy Ghost, who gives us 
the benefit thereof. As every Person of the blessed 
Trinity hath joined in this noble work, let every Peison 
siiare in the praise ; and as the world hath been redeemed, 
su let every man make his particular acknowledgments. 
Behold, how fit a Saviour is provided ! one that is God that 
he might conquer, man that he might suffer, and both 
God and man that he might reconcile the Divine majesty 
to human nature. Praise ye the Lord 1— COMBER. 
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wholly to his holy will and pleasure, and studying 
to serve him in true holiness and righteousness all 
the days of our life. Amen. 

yy-v/ .c/'/y// ihe ftyiest say in ih'-ni r':,i* i-m.-r v. 
?r vvVv f''i-' h >/y r.v//;;.'/^ ;:/"•. 

"VT'E that do truly and earnestly repent you of 
^ your sins, and are in love and charity with your 
neighbours, and intend to lead a new life, following 
the commandments of God, and walking from 
henceforth in his holy ways, draw near with faith, 
and take this holy sacrament to your comfort ; and 
make your humble confession to Almighty God, 
meekly kneeling upon your knees. 

j'ii-:if s'lKill this iiiH^i'iil confession (>: iniiKi'-' in if;-: 
naiHC of all those thai ny,: luihiltd !<> »:-.■/.■ i ,-,;■, 
/,■>>/]■ ii'iKinHniotK I'V .'•'/'• -j/' .'■'•'■ !i:!irsft. y.f, !•■■!': 
h,. mill itU //:,• //■;'/'/{' k>it ("Uni:; ■iii:i;>!y ../■<•>: t!,,.i /■ 

ALMIGHTY God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men ; 
we acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and 
wickedness, which we from time to time most 
grievously have committed, by thought, word, and 
deed, against thy Divine majesty, provoking most 
justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We 
do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these 
our misdoings. The remembrance of them is 
grievous unto us ; the burden of them is intolerable. 
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merciTuI Fslher ; for thy San out Lord Jesus Cllrisl'l 
sake, forgive ua all Ihal is past, add granl lIuU we 

of UFb, to the bopouf a^ ftlvy of thy Dimie, (hroiigh 
Jeus Chrbt our Lord. Amen. 



of sins to all them that with hearty Itp«Dtl 
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true {aith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 
and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you 
to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. ;y^,.,^ ^/^,, /,^-/,..,./ .,//,,// ,,,_,. 

Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ 

saith unto all that truly turn to him : 
/^^OME unto me, all ye that travail and are 
^-^ heavy laden, and I will refresh you. (St. 
Matt. xi. -28.) • 

*So God loved the world, that he gave his only- 
begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. (St. 
John iii. 16.) 

Hear also what St. Paul saith : 

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to 
be received, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, (i Tim. i. 15.) 

Hear also what St. John saith : 

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the 
{■ather, Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the 
propitiation for our sins, (i John ii. i.) 

• These are thy words, O Christ, for thou hast spoken 
them ; and they are mine, because thou hast spoken them 
for my salvation. But who am I, O Lord, that I should dare 
to come? The angels and archangels reverence thee, thy 
saints and holy ones lear before thee ; and yet thou sayest 
unto me "Gomel " Unless thou hadst said it, who could 
have believed it to be true? unless thou hadst ,commande 
h, who durst have attempted this approach?— A Kempis. 
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•//rj 



After ".i'hk-: /':f />?■!". <f !^-:nH ■f'rn.feJ^ 

Lift up your hearts. 
- / n ?. We lift them up unto the Ijoxi. 
}'>■;,'■•■'. Let us give thanks unto our L 
. / us. It is meet and right so to do. 

T/::'r sJ:aI! f':" /'r:'fst turn to t-';^ /.,i,v 

TT is very meet, right, and our bouc 
■■• that we should at all times, and in 
all places, give thanks unto thee, O ^^^ 
Lord, Holy Father, almighty, ever- 
lasting God. 

Il^re shall /oUow the Proper Preface, 
tc the time, if there f' nt/y .</>rc;ti'.'v < 
>^y els-: l>ninfdia!:;ly s'utl' f^!' ^.f ; 

nTHEREFORE with angels and archa 

■*■ with all the company of heaven, • wi 

magnify thy glorious name, evermore pra 

and saying : 

Holy, holy, Tioly, Lord God of hosts, h 

• " Flesh and blood," says St. Chrysostom, " l« 
a part of the angelic choir." And again, "C 
man, near whom thou standest in these terrible 
with whom thou art about to worship Cod, with 
and seraphims, and all the heavenly powers." 
it will mightily exalt our affections, and stir U! 
(nost vigorous devotion, to consider with whotr 
bear a part ; not only with the priest, but with 
with archangels, and all the company of heaven 
by his death hath united heaven and earth, am 
qU liif redeemed ones to sing liallelujahs with I 
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earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O 
Lord most High. Amen. 

/ '//v/ Christ )nn.<iiity. a-i.l .s-rrft -'riy-i it f\-r. 

BECAUSE thou didst give Jesus Christ thine 
only Son, to be bom as at this time for us, who 
by the operation of the Holy Ghost was made very 
man of the substance of the Virgin Mary his 
mother, and that without spot of sin, to make us 
clean from all sin. Therefore with angels, &c. 

Uf'nn F(is/f-r-tf(\v. oud s^fS'cn ihiy;: nfi'V. 

"D UT chiefly are we bound to praise thee for the 
■*-' glorious resurrection of thy Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord ; for he is the very paschal lamb which 
was offered for us, and hath taken away the sin of 
the world : who by his death hath destroyed death, 
and by his rising to life again hath restored to us 
everlasting life. Therefore with angels, &c. 

spirits above for ever. Wherefore it is fit that, in this com- 
memoration of his passion, we should begin to unite our 
voices with them with whom we hope to praise God to all 
eternity. Only as we sing with them, let us sing lilce them, 
and not spoil their blessed harmony by mingling flat and 
discordant notes. Oh, with what delight and pleasure, 
sincerity and Joy. do they sing this hymn, while they are 
ravished with the prospect of the Divine perfections 
Could we but see their felicity, and hear their music, it 
would transport us above ourselves, and make us forget 
and despise all otiier pleasures to Join with them.— Comber. 
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L'/>">/ A.Si.t'Ns/ofi-i/(i]\ tiiid sf:'efi Jays a/terr 

''pH ROUGH thy most dearly beloved Son Jesus 
•* Christ our Lord, who after his most glorious 
resunection manifestly appeared to all his apostles, 
and in their sight ascended up into heaven to pre- 
pare a place for us ; that where he is, thither we 
might also ascend, and reign with him in glory. 
Therefore with angels, &c. 

/'/-';^ Whltiiuuiay. auii <:i.x (frxys after. 

T^H ROUGH Jesus Christ our Lord, according to 
^ whose most true promise the Holy Ghost came 
down as at this time from heaven with a sudden 
great sound, as it had been a mighty wind, in the 
likeness of fiery tongues, lighting upon the apostles, 
to teach them, and to Lad them to all truth; giving 
them both the gift of divers languages, and also 
boldness with fervent zeal, constantly to preach the 
Gospel unto all nations, whereby we have been 
brought out of darkness and error into the clear 
light and true knowledge of thee, and of thy Son 
Jesus Christ. Therefore with angels, &c. 



WHO art one God, one Lord : not one only 
Person, but three Persons in one substance. 
For that which we believe of the glory of the 
Father, the same we believe of the Son and (^ the 



I 
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Holy Ghost, without any difference or inequality. 
Therefore with angels, &c. 

Aff'^y carh of -^ohitJi Prc/an's, shall inmh'diixtt'ly 

n^HEREFORE with angels and archangels, and 
•*• with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee, 
and saying : 

Holy, holy, holy. Lord God of hosts, heaven and 
earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O 
Lord most high. Amen. 

Then shall the priest, kneeling du'v 11 at the Lord's 
tnl'le^ Sin\ in th,- nouie at' o.ll t'l-nf Uiai s'l-ill 
y--,:!:P •'/,■.,■.';''/•//. ••■',';/. ,'//■> /• -.t."- h) '',>7:''>'>- • 

T 1 TE do not presume to come to this thy table, O 
• • merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteous- 
ness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We 
are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 
under thy table. But thou art the same Lord, 
whose property is always to have mercy ; grant us, 
therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy 



* Before we pray for the consecration of the symbols, 
we should desire to be consecrated ourselves. Thus, St. 
Ambrose: "O holy Bread, which earnest down from 
heaven, and givest life to the world, come into my heart, 
and cleanse me from all defilements of flesh and spirit; 
enter into my soul, heal and sanctify me within and with« 

out."— COMBER. 
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dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, thnt 
our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, 
and our souls washed through his most precious 
blood ; and that we may evermore dwell in him, 
and he in us. Amen. 

]l''!in ihf priest y stiifuiin,^ hforr the itv'le, lintii 
so ordered tlic bread aiid it'bie, t'inl //•• »i,iy 
71'ith n/i-re ieadiness and dccensy l'>f(ik tlte. 
Ircitd ('/ore the /f'/Zf, and take the cuf* inf-> 
/■/V /lands, he shall say th^ f^rayer nf cnnse:ra- 

A LMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who of 
•^*- thy tender mercy didst give thine only Son 
Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our 
redemption, who made there (by his one oblation 
of himself once offered) a full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sins of 
the whole world ; and did institute, and in his holy 
Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual 
memory of that his precious death, until his 
coming again; hear us, O merciful Father, we 
most humbly beseech thee; and grant that we, 
receiving these thy creatures of bread and wine 
according to thy Son oiu: Saviour Jesus Christ's 



• O thou who sittest at the rifirbt hand of the Father, 
3ret art present with us, thousfh unseen, come and saoctifjr 
with thy presence these thy gifts; those who offer 
and those who receive them. Amen.— ARCHBISHOP 
Laud. 
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holy institution, in remembrance of his death and 
passion, may be partakers of his most blessed body 
and blood; who in the same night that he was 
betrayed (a) took bread: and when / ', " '."' 
he had given thanks, (b) he brake «•"' ^' ■- "''• ' 
it, and gave it to his disciples, say- ' ,;.,;,..,),<.,.. 
ing, Take, cat;(c) this is my body, '" r /v ,.' 

which is given for you ; do this in re- , , , , ,..,, , ..^,. 
membrance of me. Likewise, after ' '.> "' - " • • '' 
supper, he(a) took the cup; and ir.'.iA. 
when he had given thanks, he gave ''■' {'';'' '■/ 
it to them, saying. Drink ye all of , , i .;•.'. 
this; for this(c) is my blood of the ';•''' . . 
new testament, which is shed for ■ :,iyh. .-,'■■, ■. 
you, and for many, for the remis< '[.-'i-Jl''' -. ,\ 
sions of sins; do thb, as oft as ye ' / 
shall drink it, in remembrance of . . V .•c\/.' 
me. Amen.* /••■■• r. .•.•:.v,v/^^. 

I'-.f)} .^/{(i// //.•'• inini.st'r first >•-•, t/Vc" t!-r k-;;;- 
.7/ //;,■/'?;.; /// /rffi kih\i.\ /;h/iSi. //, ,i >ui then J>roc .v/ 
A' fLl'mr ///<■ same to the (•!shii/>s. />}-/fsts, iDui 
(ttiicof/^, hi iihf tifiiniicr < if any iu- />)■> s, ;,-/ >. -r-.'./ 



* Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and I doabt 
not but the mystery is rightly accomplished. I am per- 
suaded that here is that which my soul longeth after; a 
crucified Saviour communicating litinself to poor penitent 
sinners. O, let me be reckoned among that numlier. aiul 
then I shall assuredly receive thee, holy jESUS 1 Amen.— 

COMBBR. 
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it Iter tit It i • thi /" j/>it' a^s,> in o;\j--/, into [iitir 
■■•'1/iiis. ,ill inr -.-Ly k/icriinj^: 

.[ltd :i>ii' n /i;t: f>rirst dclivevt'th the iread io any 

* I ^HE body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was 
•*• given for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto 
everlasting life. Take, and eat this in remem- 
brance that Christ died for thee, and feed on him 
in thy heart by faith and thanksgiving. 

.. /././ /./. ;/.■,'/■ \-t- • '.; 






/ 



'T^HE blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was 
-■■ shed for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto 

• [BBFORB RRCBIVING.] 

O Lord God, bow I receive the body and blood of my 
most blessed Saviour jESUS Christ, is the very womier 
of my soul, yet my most firm and constant belief, upon the 
word of my Saviour. 

At this time they are graciously offered to me and my 
&ith ; Lord, make me a worthy receiver, and be it unto 
me as he hath said. Amen.— Archbishop Laud. 

O Lord JrsuS, who hast ordained these mysteries for 
a communion of thy body, a means of thy fifrace, and a 
pledge of thy ((lory, settle me hereby in the communion of 
thy sufferings which they shew forth; feed me with that 
living bread which they present ; and sanctify me in body, 
soul, and spirit, for that eternal happiness which they 
promise. 

Eternal Priest, who art gone up on high to receive 
gifts for men, fill my heart, I beseech thee, with blessings 
out of thy holy seat, as now thou fillest my mouth with the 
holy things of thy Church. Blessed Spirit, help me to 
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everlasting life. Drink this in remembrance that 
Christ's blood was shed for thee, and be thankful. 

When aU ':ti7-^ ■.\')i/:inini\ uii ,;'. t',t ;.../i,/-.'. /• '■'i.ri 
rchirn to i/u' Lord' s tiil'Ic. and }<: < r, uuy /'Utcc 
upon it v.'hat iinuinwtJi of the crm^ca atid eld 
}nc>!fSy. coveri)ig the same init/t a fair limn 
cloth. 

Then sJuxll iht" /-ri'ssf sav /-'.<,' Lord's i'rujvj: the 
/>iOpU re•fio<lt!ilJ^^ after him ci-r)y f^rtition. 

/"VUR Father, which art in heaven ; Hallowed be 
^-^ thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 



drink so worthily of this fruit of the vine, that I mvs drink 
it new in the kingdom of n>y Father.— Brevint. 

[AFTER RECEIVING.] 

GLORY be to thee, O JE.SUS, my LORD and my GOD, 
for thus feedingr my soul with thy roost blessed body and 
blood. O, let thy heavenly food transfuse new life and new 
yygxnxt into my soul, and into the souls of all that communi* 
cate with me. that our faith may daily increase ; that we 
may aU grow more humble and contrite for our sins ; that 
we mny ail love thee and serve thee, and ddight in thee, 
and praise thee more fervently, more incessantly, than 
ever we have done heretofore. Amen, Amen. — BiSHOP 
KEN. 

Lord, I have received this sacrament of the body and 
blood of my dear Saviour. His mercy hath given it, and 
my faith received it into my souL I humbly beseech thee, 
speak mercy and peace unto my conscience, and enrich 
me with all those graces which come from that precious 
body and blood, even till I be possessed of eternal life in 
Christ. Amen.— Archbishop Laud. 
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day our daily bread. And forgive us oar trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against usw And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 
evil : for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

. '' ."..ts'iiiU iv ociA/ I'i j'Hii'uxtt'i: 

OLORD and heavenly Father, we thy humble 
servants entirely desire thy fatherly goodness 
mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to 
grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, and through faith in his Uood, we 
and all thy whole Church may obtain remission of 
oiu* sins, and all other benefits of his passion. And 
here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our- 
selves, our souls, and bodies, to be a reasonable, 
holy, and lively sacrifice unto thee; humbly be* 
seeching thee that all we who are partakers of this 
holy communion may be fulfilled with thy grace 
and heavenly benediction. And although we be 
unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto 
thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept 
thb our bounden duty and service ; not weighing 
otu" merits, but pardoning our offences, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord ; by whom, and with whom» 
in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honour and 
glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world 
without end. Amen. 
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A LMIGHTY and ever-living God, we most 
■**• heartily thank thee for that thou dost vouch- 
safe to feed us, who have duly received these holy 
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most pre- 
cious body and blood of thy Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favour 
and goodness towards us, and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy 
Son, which is the blessed company of all faithful 
people; and are also heirs through hope of thy 
everlasting kingdom, by the merits of the most 
precious death and passion of thy dear Son. And 
we most humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, 
so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue 
in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works 
as thou hast prepared for us to walk in, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord ; to whom with thee and the' 
Holy Ghost be all honour and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 

GLORY be to God on high, and on earth peace, 
good will towards men. We praise thee, we 
bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we 



* No doubt the blessed spirits above, who singf at the 
conversion of one sinner, do give glory to God in the highest 
when they behold us all at peace one with another, and 
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give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord 
God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son Jesu Christ; O 
Loird God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that 
takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon 
tis. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the 
sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that 
sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have 
mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy ; thou only art the Lord ; 
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art 
most high in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

r'lcn the priCi't lor ti.shrf-, if h<. '•• fic^cntj i\:'.<'. 
let thy-in dfpa> t with this l'ics>iiu : 



'T*HE peace of God, which passeth all under- 
-^ standing, keep your hearts and minds in the 



rejoictns^ in these pledges of the Divine favour. Now 
every heart is full of Joy. and every tongue is ready to 
bless the Lord for this happy reconciliation. O, let us 
strive to sing the praises with an angelic spirit, that so they 
above and we below may make a lovely concord: let all 
the Lord's redeemed on earth, and all the glorious spirits 
of heaven, unite their voices, till all the worid do resound 
with his praise, who hath restored peace to us, and shewed 
such good wiU unto men. Uosanna iu the highest 1— 
COMOER. 
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Almighty, the Filhn, lh« San, and ihe Holy 
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The blessed body and blood of CHRIST, received 
as it oui^ht to be. with a quiclc and lively iaith, will 
most certainty have its desired effect. But it ope- 
rates for the most part upon our souls, as our ordi- 
nary food doth upon our bodies, insensibly and by 
d^^ees. We eat and drink every day; and by 
that means our bodies grow to their full stature, 
and are then kept up in life, health, and vigour, 
though we ourselves know not how this is done, 
nor perhaps take any notice of it So it is with 
this spiritual meat and drink whfch God hath pre- 
pared for our souls. By partaking frequently of it, 
we grow by degrees in grace, and in " the know- 
ledge of our LORD and Saviour JBSUS CHRIST." 
and still continue stedfast and active in the true 
foith and fear of God, though we may be no way 
sensible how this wonderful effect is wrought in us, 
but only as we find it to be so in our own experi- 
ence. And if we do that, we have no cause to 
complain that we get nothing by it ; for we get 
more than all the world is worth, being strengthened 
in the inward man, and so made more tit for the 
service of GOD, more constant in it, and more able 
to perform it ; or at least arc kept from fiiUing back, 
and preserved from many sins and temptations, 
which otherwise we might be exposed to ; and this 
surely is enough to make any one that really minds 
the good of his soul to hunger and thirst after this 
bread and water of life, and to eat and drink it as 
often as he can, although he do not presently feel 
the happy effect of it, as some iiave done, and as 
he himself sometimes may wlien GOO seeth it 
necessary and convenient for liim.— BEVBRIDGB. 
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I. 
/^MNIPOTENT and most loving Father, I 
^^ cannot give thee thanks worthily or enough, 
according to the desire of my mind, for the treasure 
of this heavenly food, which thou hast now given 
me in this heavenly mystery, the true bread of 
heaven, that everlasting meat that abideth for 
ever, thy blessed Son our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, in whom I have obtained, by the gift of 
this holy communion, an assured pledge of an 
inheritance to come. Grant, O Lord, chat I may 
daily profit in virtue and godliness, that this 
sacred union with Christ my Redeemer may be of 
such force in me, that, rejecting all evil ways, I 
may go forward in piety towards God, chastity 
towards myself, and charity towards my neighbour, 
to thy good pleasure, through the same our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. Dr. Sutton. 
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II. 
r\ ALMIGHTY God and heavenly Father, I 
^-^ return thee thanks and praise for all thy 
mercies vouchsafed unto me : and particularly for 
the opportunity which thou hast this day given me 
of receiving that holy sacrament which thy Son 
Jesus Christ has appointed in remembrance of his 
death and sufferings, and for the spiritual nourish- 
ment and support of our souls. I confess, O Lord, 
that I have not received it with a suitable d^;ree 
of love and devotion towards thee, nor am I 
sufficiently sensible of the greatness of those 
blessings which the performance of this duty has 
called to my remembrance. Forgive, O Lord, the 
weaknesses and imperfection of this and of all my 
other services; increase my faith, warm and 
enliven my heart with a constant and most thank- 
ful affection towards thee, and enable me, by the 
grace of thy Holy Spirit, to fulfil the promises 
of obedience which 1 have now made to thee. Make 
me watchful over my thoughts, words, and actions ; 
and grant that I may lead a strictly honest, sober, 
chaste, and godly life, following the example of my 
blessed Master Jesus Christ, and placing my whole 
trust in his precious death and blood for the pardon 
of my sins ; that when he shall come to judge the 
world, I may be found clothed with his righteous- 
ness, and be received into thy heavenly kingdom. 
Amen, Bishop Ksn. 
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III. 

O GRACIOUS Author of my salvation, and of 
these mysteries which express it, bestow on me 
these two blessings which this sacrament shews to- 
gether—grace for grace, mercy, and strength to 
keep mercy. Hosanna, O Son of David, save and 
preserve. Save me, that I may not fall under the 
hand of the destroyer ; and preserve me, that after 
this salvation I never fall by my own hand : but 
keep and set forward in me, notwithstanding all 
mine infirmities, the work of thy faithful mercies. 
Grant that I may not increase my guilt by abusing 
what thou givest. My Saviour, my Preserver, give 
me always what thou givest once. Create a new 
heart within me ; but bless and keep what thou 
createst, and increase more and more what thou 
plantest. O Son of God, and tree of life, feed 
with thy sap this tender branch, which without 
thee cannot but wither; and strengthen thou a 
bruised reed, which without thee cannot but fall. 
Father of everlasting compassions, forsake not in 
the wilderness a feeble Israelite, whom thou hast 
brought a little way out of Egypt; and let not 
this poor soul, which thou hast helped a while, 
ever faint and fall from the right way. Thou art 
as able to perfect me with the blessings out of thy 
throne, as to redeem me by thy sacrifice on the 
cross. O Jesu, author, object, and truth of what 
ihou biddest me take, perform in me what thou dost 
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exhibit. Give me eternal life by those sufferings, 

for here is the body broken ; give also strength and 

nourishment for this same life, for here is the bread 

of heaven. Amen. 

Dr. Brbvint. 

IV. 

GRANT, O Lord, that I may bring the good 
purposes with which I came this day to thy 
holy table to good effect. 1 know I am light and 
inconstant, turned with every blast, divisrted by 
every allurement, and ready to yield to ev«y 
temptation ; but do thou, O God, who art the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever, do thou graciously 
impart some of thy unchangeableness to establish 
my understanding in truth. 

Fix my irresolute and wavering will, and cause it 
faithfully to adhere unto that which is good. Let 
neither the flatteries of the worid, nor of my own 
heart, so fax work upon my affections as to draw 
me from that obedience which I resolve fixxn this 
day forward to yield unto thy word ; but grant that 
I may continue "sted&st, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord;" and by 
patient continuing in well-doing, seek for, and in 
the end obtain, everlasting life. 

Let me not rest in a dead, ineffectual faith ; but 
grant it may be such as may shew itself in good 
wotkSf enabling me to overcome the world, and to 
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confonn to the image of that Christ on whom I 
believe ; that so at the last I may receive the end 
of my faith, even the salvation of my soul, by the 
same Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Dean Addison. 

V. 

r^ RANT, O Lord, that I may henceforth faith- 
^^ fully follow and serve thee, who hast at this 
time so lovingly vouchsafed to come to me; and 
because, through my infirmities, I cannot follow 
thee as I would, be pleased to assist me with thy 
power, and draw me after thee. Let my soul be so 
strengthened by virtue of this sacrament, that it 
may esteem nothing pleasing or delightful in com- 
parison of thee ; that it may lust after no transitory 
thing, nor be disquieted with any worldly cross; 
but by thy assisting grace I may overcome all the 
difficulties of this life, and bless thee for ever in the 

life to come. Amen. 

Bishop Andrews. 

VL 

r\ 6LESS£D and eternal Jesus, who gavest 
^^ thyself a sacrifice for our sins, thy body for 
our spiritual food, thy blood to nourish our spirits 
— who didst so love us who were thine enemies, 
that thou didst desire to reconcile us to thee, and 
becamest all one \rith us, that we might live the 
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same life, think the same thoughts, and be partalcen 
of thy resurrection and immortality — open every 
window of my soul, that I may be full of light, and 
may see the excellency of thy love, the merits of 
thy sacrifice, the bitterness of thy passion, the 
glories and virtues of the mysterious sacrament. 
Lord, let me ever hunger and thirst after this in- 
strument of righteousness ; let me have no reUsh of 
the unsatisfying delights of things below, but let 
my soul dwell in thee ; let me for ever receive thee 
spiritually, and frequently communicate with thee 
sacramentally, and dwell in the pleasures of thy 
house eternally. Having received the body of my 
blessed Lord, may I be one of his mystical body, 
and of the same spirit, united with indissoluble 
bonds of a strong faith, and a holy hope, and a 
never-failing charity; that from this veil I may 
pass into the visions of eternal light — from eating 
thy body to beholding thy face in the glories of thy 
everlasting kingdom, O blessed and eternal Jesus. 
Amen. Bishop Taylor. 

VIL 

T THANK thee most entirely, O my God, for 
-*■ calling me thb day to thy own table, to shew 
me how thine only Son freely died in my stead, and 
to assure me that now for his sake thou art fully 
reconciled, and wilt live in me by thy grace now 
at present, and raise me up to be eternally happy 
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with thyself at last ; of all which thou hast given 
me the surest pledges in his most precious body 
and blood. What can I render unto thee, holy 
Father, or to thee, my dearest Saviour, for so 
incomprehensible a benefit ? I admire thy marveU 
lous love, and magnify it above all things. Thy 
praise shall ever be in my mouth, and I will tell 
out thy wondrous works with gladness. 

Pardon, O good God, the unaffectedness of my 
dull heart in the receipt of so inestimable a trea- 
sure ; and fill me with de^res some way suitable to 
my needs, and to the richness of thy mercies ; that 
whensoever this cup of blessings shall again over- 
flow, my heart may run over with joy and thank- 
fulness also. Let me never forget the love which I 
have received, and the peace which I have sealed, 
and the promises of new life which I have made 
this day : but as thy grace has helped me to them, 
so keep in me a lively sense of them, and enable me 
always to fulfil the same to my life's end. Now 
thou hast given me the blood of expiation, to shew 
me that we are friends, O never let me be guilty of 
any thing to break the peace which is now so 
solemnly ratified betwixt us. Now I have vowed 
obedience to thy holy laws, to be humble, chaste, 
temperate, just, charitable, patient, devout \here 
mention virtues particularly vowed at the Lord's 
tabie\ and entirely resigned to thy holy will and 
oleasure. O let me not start back acja^ltv fiom \Smcsa 
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holy promises for ever 1 Now I have rec^ved my 
blessed Lord, never suffer me to do any thing un- 
worthy of him. Now I am partaker of his body 
and blood, let his Holy Spirit go along with them, 
end then I shall be what I ought to be, when I am 
in his keeping. My sins, which I have renounced, 
will return again, except he chase them away ; and 
my false heart, which now seems fixed for God, 
will revolt, unless he establish it. O blessed 
Saviour, let thy body be my food, thy strength my 
guard, thy Spirit my life, and the sense of thy 
favour my greatest joy and comforL Go on 
graciously to accompILsh what thou hast now begun 
in me, and let me ever be secure and happy in thy 
custody. Be it even so, for thine own sake, blessed 
JesU I Amen. 



Give thy grace, O holy Jesu, to all the world; 
and let all who were redeemed by thy bkx>d 
acknowledge thee to be the Lord, and become thy 
worshippers and faithful servants. Make all 
Christians conscientious practiser;i of that h oli n ess 
which they profess. And, above all, insfMre them 
with uniting principles and charitable hearts, that, 
by their loving one another as thou hast loved us, 
all the world may know that they are thy disciples. 
Let all governors rule with wisdom and justice, and 
all subjects obey with love and cheerfulness. Let 
/lie /priests of the Lord be exemplary in their lives, 
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and discreet and diligent in their labours, having a 
most compassionate love for souls; and let the 
people be humble and towardly, most desirous to 
hearken to, and fully bent to follow, wise instruc- 
tions. Be a help at hand to all that need and are 
afflicted. Send supplies to all that are in want, and 
assist them contentedly to depend upon thee. 
Raise friends to the widow and fatherless, the 
prisoners and captives, and to all that groan under 
oppressors, who are thrown upon thy mercy. Give 
repentance, patience, and resignation to all who 
are sick ; and ease, when thou seest it convenient 
for them. Be a comforter to all troubled con- 
sciences, helping them to an acceptable holiness, 
and enlightening their minds about all causeless 
scruples, that they may not fear where no fear is. 
Succour all that are tempted, with such a measure 
of thy grace as may enable them to stand in all 
their trials. Think particularly on all my friends 
who are especially endeared to me by their kind- 
nesses or acquaintance, on all my relations in the 
flesh, on all who pray particularly for me, or desire 
my prayers. Teach us all to desire what thou 
approvest, and then grant us whatsoever is desired. 
Prevent us in all our actions, and guard us against 
all dangers, and relieve us in all straits ; and grant 
that we may always make thee our stay and con- 
fidence, and take all things well which thou 
orderest for us. Shorten all our sorrows, and 
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prevent all our sins, and fit us all for that eternal 
kingdom which thou hast prepared for us, for 
Jesus' sake; in whose holy name and words I 
further pray unto thee. Our Father, &c. 

Rev. John Kettlewelu 
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Arb our hearts Indeed set on thfai|{s above, where 
Jesus sits at Goo's right hand f Search and try. 
Do we in good earnest travail with high and 
heavenly des^fns T Are we ambitious of nothing so 
much as to be lilce jESUS, and by the most self< 
denying ways to obtain his glory? Do we spare 
no pains to flatten our coo eager desires towards the 
things on earth; to let out our vain and airy 
conceits ; to sharpen our appetites after real 
righteousness: to inflame our love; to heighten 
our desire and hope; to strengthen our faith; ta 
excite our watchfulness, and engage our serious 
endeavours that we may possess the tilings above t 
Are our hearts carried al«ft in holy prayer? do we 
send up continually the sacrifice of praise, giving 
thanks to GoD for all his benefits ?— BISHOP 
PATRICK. 
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I. 

"U ECOLLECT, my soul, where thou hast been, 
-^^ and what thou hast been doing. Thou hast 
been with the Lord of life ; and before God, angels, 
and men, thou hast acknowledged him, and devoted 
thjrself to his obedience. Remember, that there 
may be but a few days before you must appear at 
the tribunal of him who hath now entertained you 
at his table. The next sight you have of him may 
be upon his throne, as one that is ready to judge 
the quick and the dead. With what affection has 
the death of the Lord been now remembered? Hast 
thou as sincerely renounced all thy evil ways, and 
consecrated thyself to the life of Christ, as thou 
wishest to be saved ? It concerns me nearly, O my 
soul, to keep him ever in my thoughts, and to ex- 
press him in my life, that when he comfts^ bft. tcca:>i 
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see himself in me, and behold his own image in 

righteousness and true holiness fairly engraven on 

my heart. For many will say unto him at that day, 

" Lord, we have eaten and drunk in thy presence, 

and thou hast taught in our streets ;" but he will 

say, " I tell you, I know you not whence you are ; 

depart from me, all ye workors of iniquity." 

Bishop Patrick. 
II. 

O SAVIOUR, thou art the living bread that came 
down from heaven. Thy flesh is meat indeed, 
and thy blood is drink indeed. He that cometh to 
thee shall never hunger ; he that believeth in thee 
' shall never thirst. Thy people of old were fed with 
manna in the wilderness, yet they died ; that food 
of angels could not keep them from perishing : but 
O, for the hidden manna, which giveth life to the 
world, even thy blessed self I Give me ever of this 
bread, and my soul shall not die, but live. O the 
precious juice of the fruit of the vine, wherewith 
thou refreshest my soul ! Is this the blood of the 
grape? is it not rather thy blood of the new testa- 
ment, that is poured out for me? Thou speakest, 
O Saviour, of new wine that thou wouldst drink 
with thy disciples in thy Father's kingdom ; can 
there be any more precious and pleasant than this, 
wherewith thou cheerest the believing soul? Our 
palate b now dull and earthly, which shall then be 
exqaitite and celestial; bat, &urely, no liquor can 
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b* •f «qMU prioB or sovereignty with thy blood. 
0, how niuavoury are all earthly delicacies to this 
heavenly drai^t ! O God, let not the sweet taste 
of diis s|»ritual nectar ever go out of the mouth of 
my soul : let the comfortable warmth of this blessed 
cordiai aver work upon my soul, even till, and in, 
the last moment of my dissolution. . . . O, what a 
Messing have I received this day 1 no less than my 
Lord Jesus vnxh. all his merits; and in and with 
him the assurance of the remission of all sins, and 
everlasting salvation. How happy am I, if I be 
not wanting to God and to myself I how unworthy 
shall I be, if I do not strive to answer this love of 
my God and Saviour in all hearty affection and in 
all holy obedience I Bishop Hall. 

III. 

'T^HAT God should employ his eternal and only- 
■^ begotten Son, who had been with him from all 
eternity, partaker of his happiness and glory, to 
save the sons of men by so amazing a condescension I 
that God should vouchsafe to become man, to re- 
concile man to God ! that he should assume our 
vile and frail and mortal nature, that he might 
clothe us with glory, and honour, and immortality ! 
that he should suffer death, and shed his blood, to 
purchase redemption for us ! 

Blessed God and Saviour of mankind, what shall 
we render to thee for such mighty love, for such- 
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inestimable benefits, as thou hast purchased for us I 
what affections should these thoughts raise in us I 
what vows and resolutions should they engage us 
in of perpetual love, and gratitude, and obedience 
to thee, thou most gracious and glorious Redeemer 
of mankind 1 Bishop Patrick. 

IV. 
HAT tongue or mind is able to give thee suffi- 
cient thanks, O Lord Jesu, for thy ineffable love 
towards us, who to redeem man didst become man ! 
Thou tookest upon thee all the injuries of our con- 
dition ; and, last of all, as a Lamb without spot, 
wast offered upon the altar of the cross, to reconcile 
us to thy Father. And not content with this thy 
bounty towards us, but lest the memory of so great 
love should decay, thou, sitting in heaven, dost by 
thy holy mysteries refresh our souls here upon 
j earth. 

I David, to show his love to Jonathan, did hcmour 

I his son by receiving him unto his kingly table ; but 

j how hast thou honoured us, who hast made us par- 

t takers of thy heavenly table! for which thy holy 

name be praised, now and evermore. Amen. 

Dr. Sutton. 
V. 

I T T ONOUR and praise is due to thee, O infinite 

I ■*^ God 1 This is the universal voice of all the 

blessed spirits on high, and all the saints on earth. 

V/onhy art thou, O Lord, to receive glory, and 




honour, and power, because thou hast created all 
things, and for thy pleasure they are. We, with 
united hearts and affections, offer thee as we can 
the sacrifice of gratitude, love, and praise. How 
much are we indebted to thee for ourselves, and all 
that we possess! for in thee we live, move, and 
have our being. Thou hast redeemed us from our 
sins, having given the Son of thy love as a sacrifice 
and ransom for our souls: " the chastisement of our 
peace fell upon him, and by his stripes we are 
healed." On this consideration we acknowledge 
we are no longer at our own disposal, since we are 
bought with a price, and so very great a price, that 
we may glorify thee, O Father, and thy Son, in our 
souls and our bodies, which are so justly thine. 
May we devote ourselves to thee through the whole 
remaining part of our life, and disdain the impure 
and ignoble slavery of sin, the world, and the flesh, 
that in all things we may demean ourselves as be* 
comes the sons of God and the heirs of the celestial 
kingdom, and make daily greater progress in our 
journey towards the happy possession thereof, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Archbishop Leighton. 
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When we be planted In Christ, then may wo 
come to this Holy Supper as often as we will, tha^ 
by this ghostly [spiritual] food, we may daily more 
and more wax stronger in our faith, that Christ 
was given to be the ransom for our sins, and that 
he dwelleth in us, and we in him. For, seeing that 
we are planted in Christ by baptism, and are 
bound to grow and increase in him, and be made 
like unto him, it is not convenient that we should 
only have a wavering opinion that we dweD In 
Christ, and grow in faith and charity; but we 
must have a sure word and work of GOD, to the 
which we may lean In all temptations, and thereby 
be assured that we grow and increase In CHRIST. 
And this word and work of GOD is set before our 
eyes In the Lord's Supper. For, seeing our Saviour 
CHRIST doth give us his body to be our meat, and 
his blood to be our drink, and thereby doth declare 
that he will effectually dwell in us, strengthen and 
preserve us to everlasting life, we may stedfastly 
believe that CHRIST doth work in us, and that he 
will give us ghostly strength and stedfastness, that 
we, like green branches, may continue in the vlne^ 
and so be full of sap, and bring forth good fruit.-^ 
ARCHBISHOP CRANMER {Catechismus, 1548). 
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The Pharisees murmured, saying, This man receiveth 
sinners, and eatetli with thcau—LuJ^e xv. a. 

T THANK thee, O Jesus, for this instance of thy 
'*' charity fcx sinners. I do indeed confess that I 
am one of that wretched number, and do beseech 
thee to receive me, though a very unworthy guest, 
that I may eat at thy table, and be pai-taker of thy 
favours. 

Jesus said. What will ye that I should do unto youf The 
blind men said, Lord, that our eyes may be opened.— 
Matt. XX. 32, ^ 

/~\ LORD, thou knowest the desires of my heart, 
^^ for it is thy grace that has wrought them in 
me, and besides thee there is none else that can 



• Bishop Wilson (from Sacra Privata, and Oh the 
Lord's Supptr), 
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help me. I pray thee, therefore, that thou wouldst 
have compassion on me, as thou hadst on these 
bluid men; that the eyes of my mind may be 
opened ; that I may recover the light which sin has 
deprived me of; that I may see the great goodness 
of God in sending thee to redeem us ; that I may 
see the due reward of sin in thy sufferings and 
death ; and that I may follow thy holy example all 
the days of ray life. 

I came not to call the rif^teous, but sinnen to 
repentance.— J/arife ii. 17. 

OLORD, who hast called me to repentance by 
thy word and by this ordinance, call me also 
by thy grace ; but call me so powerfully, that I 
may not turn a deaf ear, and that I may not resist 
thy call. I am forced, indeed, to bring my sins 
along with me ; but it is to crucify them with thee, 
and with a full purpose, through thy grace, never 
to return to those sins I have repented of. 

He that eateth of this bread shall live for ever. 
yohn y\. 58. 

/^ JESUS, who hast made the life of our souls 
^^ to depend upon this bread, grant that I may, 
never render myself unworthy to receive so great 
a blessing, or deprive myself of it by my own i 
negligence. Make it a principle of immortal life to 
me, by uniting me to thee and to thy body, that I 
may be made partaker of a divine nature. 
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iVhen be seeth the blood [of the pa>>chal Iainb]on the door, 
he wiB not suffer the destroyer to come in to smite you. 
Bxod, zii. 33. 

O JESUS, the true paschal Lamb, who by thy 
precious blood hast paid the debt due to the 
divine justice, and hast delivered us firom the 
power of the destroyer; let me never want this 
^oken of my redemption, this saving mark of thy 
almighty protection against the power of the devil, 
who is continually seeking whom he may devour. 

Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup.— i Cor. xL aS. 

n^HAT I am invited to thy table, is, not because 
-^ I am worthy, but because thou, O God, art 
infinitely good and kind. Pity my infirmities, 
which are known to thee, and accept of my im- 
perfect obedience to this command. I acknowledge 
my unworthiness ; I place all my hopes in thy 
mercy and promises in Jesus Christ ; I uncerely 
puipose to lead a Christian life, and to use all 
diligence to make my calling and election sure. 
With these purposes I go to thine altar, trusting in 
thy goodness for the pardon of my defects, and ibr 
an increase of all those graces that are necessary to 
make me more worthy to eat of that bread, and 
drink of that cup. 
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If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and foUow vac—MatL xvi. 24. 

/^ MY Saviour, who pleasedst not thyself, but 
^^ tookest upon thee the form of a servant ; let 
me not profess to follow thee, without endeavouring 
to follow the blessed steps of thy most holy life, 
thy patience, meekness, and humility, thy great 
disregard for the world, its pleasiu-es, profits, and 
all its idols, thy sensible concern fur the miseries of 
men, thy unweariedness in doing good, thy con- 
stancy in prayer, and resignation to the will of thy 
Father. Let me part with any thing, as dear as a 
right hand or right eye, rather than not follow thee. 

O Lord, obtain for me the spirit of mortification 
and self-denial, that I may follow thee, as I hope 
to live with thee for ever. 

All ways are indifferent to one who has heaven 
in his eye, — as a traveller does not choose the 
pleasantest, but the shortest and safest way to his 
journey's end ; and that is the vay of the cross, 
which Jesus Christ made choice of, and sanctified it 
to all his followers. 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy mind ; and thou shalt love thy ne^bour ai 
thyself.— A/rtr* x. 17. I 

OTHAT the love of God may be the com- ! 

manding principle of my soul 1 May I al- 
ways have this comfortable proof of hb love 
abiding in me, that I study to please him, and 
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to keep his commandments. And may my love to 

my neighbour be such as God has commanded : 

that I may give, and forgive, and love, as becomes 

a disciple of Jesus Christ 1 Amen. 

Not my will, but thine be daac—Luke xztL 4a. 

npHY will, O God, is the perfection of justice ; 

^ let me never prescribe to thee what ^ou 

oughtest to ^ve me. What thou wiliest, we may 

be sure is best for us ; we cannot be sure of what 

we will for ourselves. Hearken not to the corrupt 

desires of my heart, but to the voice of thy own 

mercy. How many sins should we commit, if 

God did not vouchsafe to oppose our corrupt will ! 

Blessed be his holy name for not leaving me to my 

own choices. 

Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. How 
can ye, beings evil, speak good things?— Afatf. xiL 34^ 

/^ HOLY Spirit of grace, enable me to overcome 

^^ the shame of a degenerate age, which will 

hear nothing with delight, but what concerns this 

world. O, touch my heart with the true love of 

God, the excellencies of his laws, the pleasantness 

of hu service, and the wonders of his providences. 

This I beg for Jesus Christ's sake. 

God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble. — i Pettr v. 5. 

T HAVE all the reason in the world to be humble. 

^ Without God I am nothing. Without his help 

and grace I can do nothing that is good. Without 
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what in truth it is; the danger of its riches, the 
foUy of its pleasures, the multitude of its snares, 
the power of its temptations, its deadly poison, and 
certain danger of drawing my heart from the love 
of thee. 

We know that we have passed from death unto Hfe, be- 
cause we love the brethren. — i yohn iU. 14. 

"1 1 THAT it is to love my neighbour as myself, 
' *^ thou, O Lord, hast taught me in thy holy 
word : never to wrong or deceive him ; never to 
grieve him, or without a cause to create him trouble; 
never to treat him with contempt and scorn ; never 
to be pleased with his misfortunes and faults : but 
to rejoice in his happiness, and help him in his 
wants. Give me, O Lord, this proof of my having 
passed from death unto life. 

Christ bath redeemed us from the curse of tHe law, taefng 
inade a curse for vs.— Gal. lii. 13. [That H, he was treated 
as one under the curse of the law.-— ZXn*^ xxL ajp] 

BLESSED God, how great was our misery- 
how great was thy mercy—when nothing could 
save us from ruin but the death of thy Son I I see 
by this how hateful sin is to thee : make it so to 
me, I beseech thee. May I never flatter myself 
that thy mercy will spare me, if I amtinue in sin, 
when thou sparedst not thine own Son when he put 
himself in the place of sinners. May I never pro* 
voice thy justice. May I never forget thy mercies, 
and what thy Son hsis done for me ! 
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He gave hiaiself for us, that be might redeem us from all 
iniquity; and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.— rt/to^ it 14. 

TDLESSED be God that I am united to this 

-*^ people by baptism. Grant that I may never 

disgrace thee, or my Christian profession, by an 

ungodly life. O thou, who hast redeemed us from 

sin and death, cause me to understand, to value, 

and ever remember thy great love; and to shew 

that I do so by a life consecrated to thy service. 

If we deny him, he also will deny us. — a Tim, H. xs. 
TTOW many deny thee, O Jesus, without 
"*• -^ thought and without dread 1 Do they know 
what they do who lightly turn their backs upon this 
ordinance; who make a mock of sin, which cost 
thee thy life ; who are ashamed of thee, and of thy 
Gospel, out of regard to men ; who by their un- 
christian lives do renounce thy service ? Do they 
con^der what it is to be denied by thee? that it is 
to have no interest in thy death, thy merits, and 
mediation? Gracious God, deliver me from thb 
dreadful sin and judgment. 

Peter said. Though I should die with thee, yet wiU I not 
deny thee.— .J/atf. xxvL 35. 

T> RESERVE me, gracious Lord, from a pre- 
•^ sumptuous opinion, and dependence on my 
own strength without the aids of thy grace ; let me 
see, in this sad instance, my weakness without thy 
■asistance* and my ruin without thy help. 
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And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And 
Peter remembered the word of the Lord, and went 
out, and wept bitterly. — LuMe xzii. 6i, 62. 

O JESUS, look upon me with the same eye of 
compassion, whenever I shall do amiss, that 
I may see my fault, and forthwith return to my 
duty. Let this instance of thy mercy be our com- 
fort, since so great and repeated a crime did not 
exclude this penitent from thy mercy ; but let not 
this make us fearless of offending thee, lest we 
never repent. 

As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the 
same one to another, as good stewards.—! Peter iv. la 

OGOD, who hast taught us that we are all but 
thy stewards, keep me, I beseech thee, from 
that great injustice of defrauding thy poor of their 
right; give me grace to moderate all my vain 
desires and expenses, that I may have to give to 
them that need ; and that the measure of thy 
blessings to me may be the measure of my charity 
to others. 

Ye are the temple of the living God ; as God hath said, I 
will dwell in them, and walk in them ; and I will be their 
God, amd tliey shall be my people.— a Cor. vL z6. 

iy /r AKE me, O God, truly sensible of this great 
^^^ honour and blessing, of being the habitation 
of thy good Spirit ; of the holiness required of me ; 
and of the great danger of profaning a temple 
consecrated to thee. Make me worthy of thy 
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continual abode and presence. Take possession of 
my heart and soul; and let me know that thou 
dwellest in me, by the fruits of thy Spirit. 

Let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
looking unto Jesus, &c. — Heb. xii. i, a. 

/^RANT, O God, that I may bear all the 
^^ troubles of this life with a meek and patient 
spirit, without repining at what thou shalt appoint 
for the punishment of sin, and for the salvation of 
the sinner. I will look unto thee, O Jesus, when 
thou wast in the place of sinners, with what 
patience thou didst bear the scorn, the indignities, 
the unrighteous judgment, the miserable death of 
the cross: and this, by thy grace, shall be my 
pattern. 

My peace I leave with you ; my peace I give unto you. 
yokn xiv. 27. 

T T must be thy Spirit, O Prince of peace, that 
-*- must put us into possession of this thy last and 
dying legacy. O give me this peace, which the 
world cannot give, which passeth all understanding ; 
the peace and pleasure of being in the favour of 
God ; and that I may possess my soul in peace, in 
the midst of the temptations, and troubles, and 
allurements of this present evil world : and let 
this peace, which thou hast purchased with thy 
precious blood, be with me, and with thy whole 
Church, evermore. Amen. 
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A LMIGHTY and fnost merciful Father, who 
^*' art everywhere, and more especially nigh 
unto all them that call upon thee, to all that call 
upon thee in truth ; I prostrate myself before thy 
majesty, in the deepest humility of soul and body, 
to beseech thy grace and favour towards me, in the 
pardon of all my sins, that they may not hinder the 
powerful presence of thy Holy Spirit with me at 
this time, to enable me to perform an acceptable 
service to thee through Christ Jesus. 

It is a great comfort to me to think, that unto 
thee all hearts be open, all desires known, and from 
thee no secrets are hid. For thou seest the desires 
that are in my soul to go with my Christian 

• From Bishop pairick. 
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brethrea to wait upon thee at thy altar, as well as 
in thy house; there to commemorate the dying 
love of my blessed Saviour towards me ; to give 
him thanks and praise for giving himself to be a 
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world; to repre> 
sent unto thee that sacrifice as a full satisfaction for 
them ; humbly hoping thereby for all the benefits of 
his death and passion; and together herewith to 
dorote myself with unfeigned love, in renewed 
resolutions of faithful obedience unto thee; to 
unite ray heart also in brotherly affection to all the 
faithful servants of the Lord Jesus ; and to rejoice 
in the holy communion of him, and of all his 
saints : that so I might receive increase of power 
and strength to walk worthy of this holy fellow* 
ship, and to continue therein to my life's end. 

And blessed be thy name, O Lord, that I feel 
such desires ; blessed be thy name that I find myself 
thus piously disposed. Which being the effect of 
thy singular grace, I hope it is an earnest that thou 
wilt supply the want of the outward means, by the 
inwvud operation of thy Holy Spirit ; representing 
to me in so lively a ma> n r the death and passion 
of our Lord for my sake ; cleansing the thoughts of 
my heart, and filling me with such faith in him, 
such love to him, and holy resolutions to be per 
fectly devoted to him, that though I have not 
opportunity to receive thy creatures of bread and 
wine, acc(»tling to our Saviour's holy institution, 
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yet having a "remembrance of his death and pas- 
sion, I may be partaker of his most blessed body 
and blood :" 

" Who, in the night when he was betrayed, took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he brake it, 
and gave it to hb disciples, saying, Take, eat : this 
is my body, which is given for you ; do this in re> 
membrance of me. Likewise, after supper, he took 
the cup ; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, saying, Drink ye all of this ; for this is my 
blood of the new testament, which is shed for you, 
and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, 
as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me." 

Behold, O Lord my God, I now do this which 
thou hast commanded, in my mind and heart ; in 
remembrance of that wonderful love, which made 
him not only die, but be broken and crucified for 
me ; desiring it may be most thankfully and jc^uUy 
commemorated everywhere, till his sec<Hid coming ; 
unto the great increase of true devotion and sincere 
obedience to him in all things. 

And therefore I beseech thee, that "the body of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for me, 
may preserve my body and soul unto everlasting 
life." 

For he is my Lord and only Saviour ; unto whose 
will I heartily submit ; unto whose service I entirely 
devote myself; and upon whose meritorious death 
aJone 1 depend for remission of sins : and therefore 
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let " the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, whlca was 
shed for me, preserve my body and soul to ever- 
lasting life." 

I am not worthy, I acknowledge, so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy table ; not worthy 
so much as to be admitted to appear within the 
doors of thy house. 

But since it is thy property always to have mercy, 
and thou not only invitest those unto thee, who are 
sensible of their unworthiness, and who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, but hast promised to 
satisfy their souls; I most humbly beseech thee^ 
gracious Lord, to fill me with such a high esteem 
of thy love in Christ Jesus, and with such strong 
and vehement love to thee and to all goodness; 
with such fervent charity towards my brethren, and 
towards all men; with such joy in remembering 
what our blessed Lord and Saviour hath done and 
suffered for me, and with such delight in doing 
whatsoever he would have me — that I may have 
this great satisfaction of believing, and sensibly 
perceiving, that I dwell in Christ, and Christ in 
me; and that I am one with Christ, and Christ 
with me. 

Thou dost assure us by thy ministers,* that if 
any man, " by reason of some just impediment, do 
not receive the sacrament of Christ's body and 



* Third rubric after the Communion of the Sick. 
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blood; yet if he do truly repent him of his sins, 
and sted&stly believe that Jesus Christ hath suf* 
fered death upon the cross for him, and shed his 
blood for his redemption, earnestly remembering 
the benefits he hath thereby, and giving him hearty 
thanks therefore, he doth eat and drink the body 
and blood of our Saviour Christ profitably to his 
soul's heakh, although he do not receive the sacra- 
ment with his mouth." 

O most gracious God, make me now to fed the 
truth of all this, who am deprived of the comfort 
of the holy sacrament, but do truly repent me of 
all my sins, and stedfastly believe on Clmst cruci- 
fied, and from hb blood, which was shed for my 
redemption, expect remission f^ sins, the Holy 
Spirit, and eternal bliss: thanking thee, with all 
my soul, for the promises he hath left us of these 
inestimable benefits, and the assurances he hath 
given us, that he will make good his promises. 

Which give me confidence to hope, that he will 
now communicate himself unto me, and make me as 
truly and profitably to partake of his most precious 
body and blood, as if I had actually presented 
myself at thy altar, to receive the holy mysteries, 
as pledges of his love, from the hands of thy 
minister. 

Whose words of absolution give me leave to 
apply to myself, and to hope it shall be made good 
to me: which is the sum of all my desires. 
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Have mercy upon roe, pardon and deliver me 
from all my sins, confirm and strengthen me in all 
goodness, and bring me to everlasting life, through 
JestLS Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THANKSGIVINGS. 

"O LESSED be God for those comfortable wprds 
"*-^ our Saviour Christ hath spoken to all that 
truly turn to him. 

" Come unto me, all that travail and are heavy 
laden, and I will refresh you." 

" So God loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, to the end that all who believe in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 

Blessed be his divine goodness for the glad tidings 
his apostles have published, in such words as these : 

" This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to 
be received, that Jesus Christ came into the world 
to save sinners." 

" If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the 
propitiation for our sins." 

HYMN. 

/~^ LORY be to God on high, and on earth peace, 
^^ good will toward men. I praise thee, I bless 
thee, I worship thee, I glorify thee, I give thanks to 
thee (together with all thy faithful servants who are 
publicly acknowledging thee) for thy great glory. 
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O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father 
Almighty. 

O Lord, the only begotten Son Jesu Christ, O 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that 
takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon 
me. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the worid, 
have mercy upon me. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
receive my prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the 
Father, have mercy upon me. 

For thou only art holy ; thou only art the Lord ; 
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most 
high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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Whatsoever benefits we now enjoy, or hope 
hereafter to receive from ALMIGHTY GOD, they 
were all purchased by the death, and must be 
obtained through the intercession, of the holy 
Jesus. And for a perpetual memorial thereof, 
we are not only taught to mention his name in our 
daily prayers, but are also commanded by visible 
signs to commemorate and set forth his passion in 
the Lord's Supper, wherein, by a more forcible 
rite of intercession, we beg the Divine acceptance. 
That which is more compendiously expressed in 
the conclusion of our prayers, "through jESUS 
CHRIST our Lord," is more fuUy and more 
vigorously set out in this most holy sacrament ; 
wherein we intercede on earth in imitation of, 
and conjunction with, the great intercession of 
our High Priest in heaven— pleading here in the 
virtue and merits of the same sacrifice which he 
doth urge there for us.— Dean COMBER. 

That in the sacred Supper there b a sacrifice 
in that sense wherein the fathers spake, none 
of us ever doubted; but that is eucharistical ; 
that is, as Chrysostom speaks, a remembrance of 
a sacrifice ; that is, as Augustine interprets it, a 
memorial of CHRIST'S passion celebrated in the 
Church. And from this sweet commemoration of 
our redemption there arises another sacrifice, the 
sacrifice of praise ; and from thence a true peace- 
ofiering of the Christian souL— BISHOP HALL. 
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I. 

HOOKER. 

'T^HE grace which we have by the Holy 
•*■ Eucharist, doth not begin, but continue 
Ufe. No man, therefore, receiveth this sacrament 
before baptism, because no dead thing is capable of 
nourishment. That which groweth must of neces> 
sity first live. If our bodies did not daily waste« 
food to restore them were a thing superfluous ; and 
at may be that the grace of baptism would serve to 
eternal life, were it not that the state of our 
spiritual being is daily so much hindered and 
impaired after baptism. In that life, therefore, 
where neither body nor soul can decay, our souls 
shall as little require this sacrament as our bodies 
corporal nourishment. But as long as the days of 
our warfare last, during the time that we are both 
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subject to diminution and capable of augmentation 
ia grace, the words of our Lord and Saviour Christ 
will remain forcible, "Except ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no 
life in you." Life being, therefore, proposed unto 
all men as their end, they which by baptism have 
laid the foundation, and attained the first b^^ning 
of a new life, have here their nourishment and 
food prescribed for c<mttniiaHce of life in them. 
Such as would live the life of God must eat the 
flesh and drink the blood of the Son of man, 
because this is a part of that diet which, if we 
want, we cannot live. Whereas, therefore, in our 
infancy we are incorporated into Christ, and by 
baptism receive the grace of his Si»rit, without 
any sense or feeling of the gift which God 
bestoweth, in the Eucharist we so receive the gift 
of God that we know by grace what the grace is 
which God giveth us — the degrees of our own 
increase in holiness and virtue; we see and can 
judge of them ; we understand that the strength of 
our life begun in Christ is Christ ; that his flesh is 
meat, and his blood drink — not by surmised 
imagination, but truly, even so truly that through 
faith we perceive, in the body and blood sacra- 
mentally presented, the very taste of eternal life : 
the grace of the sacrament is here as the food 
which we eat and drink. 
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All things considered . . . shall I wish that ineil 
would more give themselves to medilate with silence 
what we have by the sacrament, and less to dbpute 
of the manner how? Curious and intri- 
cate q>eculations do hinder, they abate, they quench 
such inflamed motions of delight and joy as Divine 
graces use to raise v^en extraordinarily they are 
present. The mind, therefore, feeling present joy, 
is always marvellous unwilling to admit any other 
cogitation; and in that case casteth off disputes, 
whereunto the intellectual part at other times easily 
draweth. A manifest effect whereof may be noted, 
if we compare with our Lord's disciples, in the 20th 
chapter of John, the people that are said, in the 
6th chapter, to have gone after him to Capernaum : 
those, leaving him on the one side of the sea of 
Tiberias, and finding him again as soon as them- 
selves by ship were arrived on the contrary side, 
whither they knew that by ship he came not, and 
by land the journey was longer than according to 
the time he could have to travel ; as they wondered, 
so they asked also, ''Rabbi, when camest thou 
hirfier?" The disciples, when Christ appeared to 
them in a far more strange and miractious manner, 
moved no question, but rejoiced greatly in that they 
saw. The one sort beheld only that in Christ which 
they knew was more than natural, but yet their 
affection was not rapt therewith through any extra- 
ordiimry gladness : the other, when they looked on 
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Christ, were not ignorant that they saw the well- 
spring of their own everlasting felicity; the one, 
because they enjoyed not, disputed; the other 
dbputed not, because they enjoyed. If, then, the 
presence of Christ with them did so much more, 
judge what their thoughts and affections were at 
the time of this new presentation of Christ, not be- 
fore their eyes, but within their souls. They had 
learned before that his flesh and blood are the true 
cause of eternal life ; that this they are not by the 
bare force of their own substance, but through the 
dignity and worth of his person, which offered theni 
up by way of sacrifice for the life of the whole world, 
and doth make them still effectual thereunto ; finally, 
that to us they are life in particular by being par- 
ticularly received. Thus much they knew, although 
as yet they understood not perfectly to what effect 
or issue the same would come ; till at length, being 
assembled for no other cause which they would 
imagine but to have eaten the Passover only that 
Moses appointed, when they saw their Lord and 
Master, with hands and eyes lifted up to heaven, 
first bless and consecrate, for the endless good of 
all generations till the world's end, the chosen ele- 
ments of bread and wine — which elements made 
for ever the instruments of life by virtue of his 
Divine benediction, they being the first that were 
commanded to receive from him, the first which 
were warranted by his promise, that not only unto 
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them at the present time, but to whomsoever they 
and their successors after them did duly administer 
the same, those mysteries should serve as conducts 
of life, and conveyances of his body and blood unto 
them — was it possible they should hear that voice, 
*' Take, eat ; this is my body : drink ye all of this ; 
this is my blood : "—possible that, doing what was 
required, and believing what was promised, the 
same should have present eftect in them, and not 
fill them with a kind of fearful admiration of the 
heaven which they saw in themselves? . . . These 
things considered, how should a virtuously disposed 
mind better resolve with itself than thus? . . . 
They are things wonderful which he feeleth, great 
which he seeth, and unheard of which he uttereth, 
whose soul is possessed of this paschal Lamb, and 
made joyful in the strength of this new wine ; this 
bread hath in it more than the substance which our 
eyes behold ; this cup, hallowed with solemn bene- 
diction, availeth to the endless life and welfare both 
of soul and body, in that it serveth as well for a 
medicine to heal our infirmities and purge our sins, 
as for a sacrifice of thanksgiving ; with touching it 
sanctifieth — it enlighteneth with belief — it truly 
conformeth us unto the image of Jesus Christ. 
What these elements are in themselves it skilleth 
not ; it is enough that to me which take them they 
are the body and blood of Christ; his promise in 
witness hereof sufficeth — his word he knoweth 
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which way to aocompUsh. Why should any coc!« 
tation possess the mind of a £aathful oommunicant 
but this, " O my God, thou art true: O my soul, 
thou art happy I ** 

II. 

DR DANIEL BREVINT. 
[abridged.] 

nPHE sacrament instituted by Christ on the eve 
-^ of his passion, which St. Paul calls the Lord's 
Supper, is, without doubt, one of the greatest mys- 
teries of godliness, and the most solemn festival of 
the Christian religion. At the holy table, or altar, 
which presents the sacred banquet, the people meet 
to worship God, and there certainly God is present 
to meet and to bless his people. Christian communi- 
cants are in a special manner invited to offer up to 
God their soub, their bodies, their goods, their 
vows, their praises, and whatsoever they can give ; 
and God offers to us the body and blood of his Son, 
and all those other blessings withal that will 
assuredly follow this sacred gift. The holy com- 
munion, like the ancient Passover, is agremt mystery, 
consisting both of sacrament and sacrifice ; that is) 
of the religious service which the people owe to 
God, and of the full salvation which God is pleased 
to promise his people. It may by this appear how 
fisir it concerns every Christian nfA to err in a point 
that makes the centre both of his happiness and 
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his duty, and that ties the very knot which in a 
manner joins man with God. It was on this account 
that the devil, who bore ever an equal hatred both 
to what is holy to God and to all that is conducible 
to the salvation of man, hath, from the very begin- 
ning, been bu.<{y about this sacrament, driving men 
either to make it a false god, or an empty ceremony. 
Therefore it much concerns them who have either 
piety towards God, or any care of their own souls, 
to manage their devotions with such precaution and 
judgment, that this venerable sacrament may be 
kept safe from the attempts either of superstition 
or profanenesa. 

X. 
THE SACRAMBNT A MEMORIAL OP THS SUFFER- 
INGS AND DEATH OF CHRIST. 

A S this sacrament looks back, it is an authentic 
^~^ memorial which our Saviour hath left in his 
Church of what he was pleased to suffer for her. 
For, though these sufferings of his were both so 
dreadful and holy as to make the heavens mourn, 
the earth quake, and all men tremble ; yet, because 
the greatest things, no less than the smallest, are 
apt to be forgotten when they are gone, therefore 
oor Saviour was pleased at hb last supper to ocdain 
this as a holy memorial, representation, and image 
of what he was about to suffer. So that when 
Christian posterity (like the young Israelites who 
had not seen the killing of the first Pas8iov«c^^<ucX\ 
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come to ask after the signification of these things 
—this bread, this wine — the breaking of the one, 
the pouring out of the other, and the participation 
of both — this sacred mystery might expose to faith- 
ful beholders, as a present and constant object, both 
the martyrdom and the sacrifice of this crucified 
Saviour, giving up his flesh, shedding his blood, 
and pouring out his very soul for the expiation of 
their sins. 

Therefore, as at the Passover the late Jews could 
say, "This is the lamb, these are the herbs, and 
this is the bread of affliction which our fathers did 
eat in Egypt," because these latter feasts did effec- 
tually represent the former— so at our holy com- 
munion, which succeeds the Passover, and is 
undoubtedly no less a blessed aSnd powerful sacra- 
ment to set before otur eyes " Christ, our Passover, 
who is sacrificed for us," — our Saviour (says St. 
Austin) doubted not to say, "This is my body," 
when he gave to his disciples the figure of hb body. 
Because especially this sacrament, duly given and 
faithfully received, makes the thing which it repre- 
sents as really present for our use, and powerful to 
our salvation, as if it were newly done or in doing : 
" £ating this bread, and drinking this cup, ye do 
shew forth the Lord's death." . . . 

A discreet and pious beholder must needs look on 

this ordinance with these three degrees of devotUMi. 

I. The first is when he considers the great and 
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dreadful passages which this sacrament sets before 
him. " I do observe on this aliar somewhat very 
like the sacrifice and passion of my Saviour. For 
thus the bread of life was broken, thus the Lamb 
of God was slain ; thus his most precious blood was 
shed. And when I look upon the minister who, by 
special order from God his master, distributes this 
bread and this wine, I conceive that thus verily 
God himself hath both given his Son to die, and 
gives us still the virtue of his death to bless and to 
save every soul that comes unfeignedly to him." 

3. The second is an act of adoration and reve- 
rence, when he looks upon that good hand, that hath 
consecrated, for the use of the Church, the memorial 
of these great things. Since, by the special ap- 
pointment of my God, these representatives are 
brought in hither for this Church, and among the 
rest for me, I must mind what Israel did when the 
cloud filled the tabernacle. I will not fail to wor- 
ship God as soon as these sacraments and Gospel- 
clouds appear in the sanctuary. Neither the ark, 
nor any clouds, were ever adored in Israel; but 
sure it is, the ark was considered quite otherwise 
than an ordinary chest, and the cloud than a vapotu-, 
as soon as God had hallowed them to be the signs 
of his presence. Therefore, as the former people 
did never see the temple or the cloud, but that 
presently at that sight they used to throw them- 
selves on their faces, so I will nevex \mWA<\ xNvmi^ 
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l)etter and surer sacraments of the glorious mercies 
of God, but as soon as I see them used in the church 
to that holy purpose that Christ hath consecrated 
them to, I will not fail to remember my Saviour, 
whom these sacraments do represent 

3. The third, which is the crown and the com- 
.pleting of the two others, b such a vigorous and 
intense act of faith as may correspond to the great 
end of this sacrament. The main intention of 
Christ was not here to propose a bare image of his 
passion once suffered in order to a bare remem- 
brance, but, over and above, to enrich this memorial 
with such an effectual and real presence of continu- 
ing atonement and strength, as may both evidently 
set forth Christ himself crucified before our eyes 
(Gal. iii. i), and invite us to his sacrifice — not aj 
done and gone many years since, but as to expiating 
grace and mercy still lasting, still new, still the 
same that it was when it was first offered to us. . . 

The sacrifice of Jesus Christ being appointed by 
God the Father for a propitiation that should con- 
tinue throughout all ages — and withal being 
everlasting, by the privilege of its own order, 
which is an " unchangeable priesthood" (Heb. vii, 
24)— and by his worth who offered it, that is, the 
blessed Son of God— and by the power of "the 
Eternal Spirit." (Heb. ix. 14), through wfa<»n it 
was offered, all kinds of eternity thus concurring 
together to the sacrifice upon the cross — it must in 
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all respects stand eternal, " the same yesterday, to- 
day, and for ever." . . . 

Here fiuth must be as true a substance of those 
things past, which we believe, as it is of the thin^ 
yet to come, which we hope for(Heb. xi. i); at the 
approach, therefore, of this great mystery, and by 
the help of this strong faith, the worthy communi- 
cant, being prostrated at the Lord's table, as at the 
very foot of his cross, shall, with earnest sorrow, 
confess and lament all his sins, which were the 
nails and spear that pierced our Saviour. We our- 
selves " have crucified that just One. Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?" (Acts ii. 37.) He 
shall fall amazed at that stroke of Divine justice 
that could not be satisfied but by the suflferings and 
death of God. How dreadful b the placet how 
deep and holy is this mystery ! What inconceivable 
mercies of God the Father, who so gave up his only 
Son, and of God the Son, who thus gave himself 

up for us ! 

3. 

THB 8ACRAMRNT A SIGN OF PRESENT CRACKS. 

T T is the ordinary way of God, when he either 
-^ premises or bestows on men any considerable 
blessing, to coofirm his word and his gift Mfith the 
addition of some signs. ... So hath Christ 
ordained some visible signs in his Oiardi to assure 
this truth to every one who comes to him, that he 
shall be cleansed from his sins a& cntlaSs^:^ «&\a 
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sufTerinjC^; to wit, maintenance and improvement 
of life. As without bread and wine, or something 
answerable to it, the strongest bodies soon decay, 
so without the virtue of the body and blood of 
Christ, the best and holiest souls must starve and 
perish. . . . And as bread and wine keep up our 
natural life, so doth our Lord Jesus, by a continual 
supply of strength and grace, represented by 
bread and wine, sustain, improve, and set forward 
that spiritual life and new being which he hath pro- 
cured by his cross. . . . 

The first breath of spiritual life in our nostrils is 
the first purchase of Christ's blood. But, alas, how 
soon would this first life vanish away, were it not 
followed and supported by a second! Therefore 
the sacrifice of Christ procures also grace to renew 
and preserve the life he hath given. As the blood 
which he shed satisfied the Divine justice, and 
removed our punishment, so the water washes and 
cleanses the pardoned soul ; and both these 
blessings are inseparable, even as the blood and 
the water were, which flowed together out of his 
side. 

Over and above these two lives, whereof one 
consists in pardon and removal of punishment, the 
other in sanctification, and enlivens us from dead 
works, so as not thenceforward to deserve it as 
before, there remahis besides a third life, which 
consists in an absolute redemption from death and 
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other miseries. This life, as to the sure title and 
rigitt, is, together with the two other, purchased by 
the same sacrifice; but as to the real use and 
possession, it is reservtd for us in heaven, and there 
" hid with Christ in God." (Col. ui. 3.) Until it be 
revealed, we appear as if we were dead ; these tvro 
jewels lying in and being %n:apped about with the 
dark veils of human mortality, till that Christ 
becoming unto us actual redemption, as well as 
actual justice and actual sanctification, this third 
life succeeds to break the cloud. 

Now, the blessed Saviour being by his sacrifice 
the author and giver of these three lives, shews 
himself by this sacrament to be the preserver of 
them also ; and to this purpose sets up a table by 
his altar, where he engages most solemnly to feed 
and nourish our souls with the constant supply of 
his mercies to the very day of eternal salvation, as 
really as he gives and we receive these elements of 
bread and wine, which are the usual means of 
sustaining mortal bodies until the eud of this short 
life. '* My Father worketh hitherto, and I work 
with him." (John v. 17.) God the Father rested 
indeed upon the seventh day from the work of 
creating, and God the Son at the same day from 
the work of suffering : but neither of them will 
rest till the day of redemption from the work of 
preserving both what the creation hath produced, 
and what the passion hath saved. In the first 
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creation there is a man, and a woman made of the 
flesh, and, as it were, of the very wounds of her 
husband; and there you find a tree planted to 
maintain both their life and their strength. In the 
deliverance out of Egypt, there is a people saved 
by the sacrifice of the passover; and lest so many 
rescued out of Egypt should faint and starve in 
the desert, there you see an angel leading them on 
the way with his light, keeping them cool under the 
shadow of his cloud, and feeding them through all 
their joun\ey with a miraculous sort of meat. 
Jesus is, both in the original and progress of 
salvation, the truth foreshewed by these figures. 
When he died upon the cross, there he fulfilled that 
which had been shadowed forth both by the sleep 
and wound of Adam, and by the killing of paschal 
tnmbs: and when he feeds from heaven, with a 
continual effusion of blessing, those souls and lives 
which he hath been pleased to redeem by the 
effusion of his own blood, he is the truth both of 
the tree and of the angel, which were appointed, 
the one to maintain man, and the other to keep 
Israel. 

Christ relates to these four figures as the body 
which fulfils them ; and the holy communion related 
to them, on the other side, as an antitype, that is, 
as one image may relate to another, all to express 
the same object. Upon the breaking the one and 
pouring out the other of these consecrated elements. 
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you see what Christ hath suflfered, as upon the 
wound of Adam and the death of the passover, 
Abel, Enoch, and Israel, might partly see what he 
should suffer. And upon the nourishing nature of 
this bread you see that which others have seen in 
the tree of life; and in the angel raining down 
manna, what he would give. But this is the 
advantage of the holy communion above all the 
ancient figures. Adam with his open side, and all 
sacrifices with their blood, did foretell only Christ's 
passion : and the tree of life, with all its fruit, and 
the angel with all his food, did foretell only his 
preserving grace: whereas the sacrament alone 
represents both his passion and preserving, and 
besides these, another great mystery, by their 
mutual dependency. What we take and eat is 
made of a substance cut, bruised, and put to the 
fire ; that shews my Saviour's passion : and it was 
used in that manner that it may afford me whole- 
some food ; that shews the benefit which both he 
gives and I receive out of this dreadful passion. 
The angels enjoy such an immortality, and wear 
such crowns as cost God nothing, but the pain he 
took to give them; ours are more precious and 
costly than this : our inheritance in heaven is not 
less than Akeldamah, a possession bought with 
Christ's blood. In this sacrament here is death 
represented, there life ; the life is mine, the death 
my Saviour's : and, O blessed Jesus, thb my life 
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comes out of thy death, and the salvation which I 
hope for is purchased with all the pain and agonies 
which thou didst suflfer. 

3- 

THE SACRAMENT A MEANS OP GRACE. 

T T ITHERTO we have considered this holy 
^ *• sacrament both as a standing memorial of the 
sacrifice of Christ, and as a sign of those graces 
wherewith he sustains and nourishes believing 
souls. But the end of the blessed communion, the 
wants and pious desire of communicants, and the 
strength of other places of Scripture, require a 
great deal more in the eucharist than a mere 
memorial or representation, x. The proper end of 
the holy communion, — which is to make us par- 
takers of Christ in another manner and degree, 
when with faith and repentance we take and taste 
those holy mysteries, than when with the like 
dispositions we do hear the holy Gospel. 2. I'he 
exigency and honest desire of communicants,— who 
seek no more for a bare representation or remem« 
brance of Christ crucified at this holy table, than 
Mary and other devout women did for winding- 
sheets or napkins about his grave. I want and 
seek my Saviour himself; and I watch for all the 
opportunities of coming to his sacrament, for the 
same purpose that once made St. Peter and St. 
John run so fast to his sepulchre ; because I ho|)e 
to find him there. 3. Lastly, the full sense and 
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the Lord's body," and thereby declares him "guilty 
of the very body and blood of Christ." That is to 
say, that whosoever offers to abuse this sacrament, 
plunges himself into their crime who have abused 
Christ himself ; and that that villain goes hand in 
hand with Judas, with Pilate, with both Jews and 
Romans who murdered him. What, therefore, can 
be thought of those good souls, who approach to 
this sacrament with faith, humility, and a trembling 
reverence, but that they will return home as much 
justified and full of grace after their devout, as the 
other shall full loaded with damnation after their 
impious, usage ? and that God will be as merciful 
in reckoning those among the righteous Mary, 
Joseph, Nicodemus, as he is just against these, 
when upon this account he shuts up their souls with 
the sinners that in very deed crucified him ? And 
God forbid that the body of Christ, who came to 
save, not destroy, should not diffuse as much of its 
savour of life, for the life and salvation of devout 
souls, as it doth of its savour of death for the death 
of the impious. (3 Cor. ii. z6.) 

The manner of this real communication and 
conveyance is the great unfathomable mystery 
which the holy fathers have ever admired, and 
which, therefore, we neither need nor do take upon 
us to explain. The shepherds think themselves 
happy with the message brought to them by an 
angel, "This day is born to you a Saviour " (Luk« 
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u. it), though they know nothing of the way of his 
most miraculous birth ; and the honest Israelites 
ought not to receive manna less thankfully (as they 
do not less efiectually), though they know neither 
of what matter, nor by what means, the heavens, 
the air, or the clouds, can thus every morning shed 
about their tents this strange meat. I must not 
wonder if the ways of the Lord be unknown to me 
in his miracles, since they are so very often in his 
most ordinary works. And if David, though a 
prophet, cannot think upon that natural virtue, 
which makes bones and veins every day out of that 
seed that is apparently nothing like to all these parts 
of man's body, but he cries out, "I have been 
strangely and wonderfully made" (Psalm cxxxix. 
13); who am I, to pretend to a clear understanding 
of that hidden and incomprehensible wisdom where- 
with (}od is pleased to make out of water, or wine, 
or bread (in themselves weak elementsX strong and 
supernatural organs for men's souls and salvation T 
Here, then, I come to (^od's altar, with a full 
persuasion that these words, ** This is my body," 
promise me more than a figure ; that this holy ban« 
quet is not a representation made of outward shows 
without substance ; and that it is not so dangerous 
a mystery but that the religious use of it may con- 
vey to me (at the least) as many and as great bless- 
ings as the profoiie abuse of it may throw on the 
abuser plagues and curses. But how these mys. 
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teries become in my behalf the supernatural instru- 
ments of such blessings, it is enough for me to 
admire. One thing I know (as said the blind man 
after he had received his sight, St. John ix. 25, 
" He laid clay upon mine eyes, and behold I see"); 
he hath blessed and given me this bread, and my 
soul receiveth comfort. I verily believe that clay 
hath nothing in itself that could have wrought such 
a miracle, as Israel never saw the like; and I know 
as much of this bread, that it b not such a jewel as 
may contain in its substance, or impart from itself 
to others, grace, holiness, and salvation, which is 
the juice and the substance of Christ's body. Only 
I am perfectly satisfied that it is the constant way 
of God to produce his greatest works, at the pre- 
sence (though not by the virtue) of the most useless 
instruments. At the very stroke of a rod he parted 
once in two the Red Sea. At the blowing some 
trumpets he tumbled down massy strong walls. At 
some few washings in Jordan, he cured Naanuin 
of a plague which naturally was incurable ; and as 
soon as but a shadow did pass by, or some oil was 
dropped down, or some clothes were touched, pre- 
sently virtue went out, not of rods, or trumpets, or 
shade, or clothes, but of himself. " Virtue," says 
he, " is gone out of me ; " and thus he cured the 
sick, &c. Since, then, he hath instituted and 
adopted unto himself the sacraments of the Gospel, 
as the rq[>resentatives of his sacred bod^ vcAV^qkA.^ 
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why may he not take the same coarse for the 
dispensing of his mercies at the use of his ordi* 
nances? And why should not his very body pour 
out effusions of life as well when we take in his 
sacraments, as when others did touch his clothes, 
which surely had less privil^e? 

Under the law, the right hand of the Lord had 
the pre-eminence; the right hand of the Lord 
brought these mighty things to pass, either when 
the Red Sea opened a way for Israel, or when the 
rock of Horeb poured rivers to refresh them. Now,, 
under the Gospel, it is Christ himself, with his 
body and blood once offered to God upon the cross, 
and ever since standing before him in heaven as 
the Lamb slain (Rev. v. 6X who fills his Church 
continually with the propitiations and perfumes of 
his sacrifice; when, after the receiving of the holy 
sacrament, faithful communicants return home 
richer than they came, with the first-fruits of salva- 
tion. For baptismal water, and consecrated bread 
and wine, can contribute no more to it than the rod 
of Moses, or the oil of the apostles did, which was 
no more than their motion and their presence. But 
yet since these simple motions and inconsiderable 
presences are so closely attended by Christ's insti- 
tution and working, that he is pleased to attribute 
to them the blessing wrought out by himself 
(x Peter iii. ax), O my God, whensoever thou wilt 
bid me go and wash in Jordan, or be baptised and 
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wash away my sin, I will doubt no more to be made 
clean either of my leprosy or of my sins, than if I 
had been bathed in thy blood; and whensoever 
thou wilt be pleased to say imto me. Go, take and 
eat this bread which I have blessed, and which now 
I have given thee, I will doubt no more of being 
fed with the true bread of life than if I were eating 
thy very flesh. 

In this manner, faithful conmiunicants eat as 
effectually of the body of Jesus Christ, by receiving 
its strength and virtue, as the saints eat of the tree 
of life (Rev. xxii. 2), because they did eat the fruit 
of that tree ; or Israel did drink of the rock (z Cor. 
X. 4), because they did drink of the stream that 
flowed from it. Once my Saviour could say, that 
somebody had touched him, though they had 
touched but his clothes, because a woman had 
reached both her faith and her hand so near as to 
be healed by the divine warmth and virtue that 
proceeded then out of him, as if she had touched 
his very flesh. The truth is, we really touch, have, 
or enjoy, the thing itself, when we are within that 
distance where we may enjoy its virtue. So the 
Church was clothed with the sun (Rev. iii. i), be- 
cause she had all about her its brightness : and by 
the holy baptism we are said to put on Christ (Gal. 
iii. 27), because we then receive the robes of his 
righteou-sness, and that which was typified by that 
garment which God made of skins (which implies 
the death of victims) to cover Adam's nakedness. 
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This victim having been offered up, both in the 
fulness of time and in the midst of the habitable 
world, which properly is- Christ's great temple, and 
thence being carried up to heaven, which is his 
proper sanctuary, thence he spreads all about us 
salvation, as the burnt-offering did its smoke, as 
the golden altar did its perfumes, and as the bum* 
ing candlestick its lights. And thus Christ's body 
and blood have everywhere, but especially at the 
holy communion, a most true and real presence. 
When he offered himself upon earth, the vapour of 
his atonement went up and darkened the very sun ; 
and by rending the great veil, it clearly showed he 
had made a way into heaven. Now, since he is 
gone up into heaven, thence he sends down on 
earth the graces that spring continually both from 
his everlasting sacrifice and from the continual in- 
tercessions which attend it. So that it is in vain to 
say, who will go up into heaven? since without 
either ascending or descending, this sacred body 
of Jesus fills with atonement and blessing the 
remotest parts of this temple. 

Of these blessings, Christ from above b pleased 
to dispense, sometimes more, sometimes less, into 
these inferior courts of the people, either according 
to the several degrees of their faith, or according to 
the several ways and times which he hath appointed 
to them for presenting themselves nearer to him. 
All it'orshippers do not come to him with the same * 
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faith; nor have all seasons and ways (though 
approved and appointed by him) the same or equal 
privilege; and his ordinances in the Church, as 
well as his stars in heaven, differ in glory one from 
another. Fasting, prayer, hearing of the word, 
public and private services, and all like holy duties, 
are all very good vessels to draw water from this 
well of salvation ; but yet they are not all equal. 
The blessed communion must exceed as much in 
blessings when well used as it exceeds in danger of 
a curse when it is not. "In all places," says 
God, "where I record my name, there will I come 
to thee and bless thee." (Exod. xx. 34.) But in 
those places and ordinances which he hath in espe- 
cial manner set out to record his passion, and to 
renew the sacrifice of his body, he will certainly 
come with such a fulness of blessings as attend this 
sacred body, which is the proper seat of blessings ; 
the bread which we do break being the communion 
of his body, just as the eating of unleavened loaves 
was (out of Jerusalem) the communion of the 
passover, which was the type of Christ crucified. 
" Christ our Passover," says the apostle, " is sacri> 
iiced for us; therefore let us keep the feast/' &c. 
(i Cot. v. 7, 8.) 

Our life in general is the time of this festival, 
and the blessed communion is the bread and wine 
of the banquet. Therefore, as they of Israel, who 
for some lawful impediment could not eat ths 
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lamb in Jerusalem, nor dnrst, because of the law. 
sacrifice and eat it at home, had nevertheless the 
benefit both of the passover and other holy things 
of the temple by virtue of private feastings which 
they were allowed to keep with unleavened bread 
and bitter herbs in the country, — our eucharistical 
eating supplies now this very office, and derives on 
worthy communicants, as far as their salvation is 
concerned, the virtue of Christ's sacrifice, in as 
large and saving a manner as if they were i»esent 
at his altar, and at the hour of his passioa. " The 
Lord bless thee out of his holy seat." For then 
it was the kindness of the Lord towards his first 
people (as certainly he hath no less mercy for the 
second), virtually to diffuse the propitiation and 
strength of holy things from his palace into their 
tents, and to bless them both inherently with all 
the graces, and imputatively vrith all the right, 
which could be conferred on them, whose fault it is 
not if they cannot either eat the passover near the 
temple, or wait upon Christ at his cross. 

Thus this great and holy mystery extends and 
communicates the death of the Lord both as offer- 
ing himself to God, and as giving himself to men. 
As he offers himself to God, it enters me both into 
that mystical body which is reputed as dead with 
Christ, and into their society, privilege, and com- 
munion, for whom he was pleased to die ; it sets me 
Miuoag the precious stones of Aaron's ephod (Ex. 
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xviii.), close to the breast, and on the very shoulders 
of that eternal priest, whilst he offers up himself 
and intercedes for his spiritual Israel ; and by this 
means it conveys to me the "communion of his 
sufferings" (Phil, iil 10), whence will infallibly 
proceed another communion in all his graces and 
glories. Under the second notion, as he offers 
himself to men, the holy eucharist is, after the 
sacrifice for sin, the true festival and sacrifice of 
peace-offerings, and the table purposely set up to 
receive those mercies that are sent down from the 
altar. "Take, and eat ; this is my body which was 
broken for you — and this is the blood that was shed 
for you." 

Here, then, I wait at the Lord's table, that both 
shews me what an apostle, who had heaven for his 
school, had the greatest mind to see and learn, and 
offers me the richest gift that a saint can receive on 
earth — the I^rd, Jesus crucified. 

4- 

THE SACRAMBNT A PLBDGR OF HAPPINESS AND 
GLORY TO COMB. 

A PLEDGE and an earnest differ, in this, that 
"^^ an earnest may be allowed upon account for 
part of that payment which is promised, whereas 
pledges are taken back. Thus, for example, zeal, 
charity, and those degrees of holiness which God 
bestOMTS in the use of holy sacraments, will cecnaiw 
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still ours in heaven, and there make part of onr 
happiness; whereas the sacraments themselves 
shall be taken back, and shall no more appear in 
heaven than did the cloudy pillar in Canaan, or do 
now the shadows of the Law under the Gospel. 
Certainly we shall have no need of these sacred 
images of Christ, when we shall see him face to 
face ; nor of these pledges of the glory which is to 
be revealed, when we shall actually possess it. 
But till that day, the holy communion hath this 
third use, of being a pledge and assurance from the 
Lord, that, in his good time, he will crown us with 
everlasting happiness. 

Our blessed Saviour pointed at this when he said 
to his disciples (the holy cup being in his hand), 
that he would "drink no more of that fruit till he 
should drink it new in the kingdom of his Father." 
(Luke xxii. 18.) In the real purpose of God, his 
Church and heaven go both together, that being the 
way that leads to this, as the holy place to the 
holiest ; both which come to this one thing which 
Christ calls the " kingdom of God.** Whosoever, 
therefore, are admitted to the dinner of the Lamb 
slain, unless they be wanting to themselves, must 
not doubt of being admitted to that marriage^upper 
of the same Lamb, who once was dead, but now 
liveth for evermore. ... , 

We are now neither of age to enjoy our inlieri- 
tance, nor of ability to manage well that great 
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estate, and wear those noble ornaments that attend 
it ; and therefore it lies hidden from us with Christ 
in God, and, as it were, under his custody. ** I 
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded he 
is able to keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day." (2 Tim. i. Z3.) By faith we 
deposit this great treasure in the hands of God to 
keep; and God by this sacrament assures us that 
he will both keep it safe for us, and restore it to us 
whensoever we are fit for it. . . . 

Our blessed Saviour, being desirous before his 
death, as by a deed of his last will, to settle upon 
his true disciples both such a measure of his grace 
in this life as might in part make them holy, and, 
after this life, such a fulness of all blessings as 
might make them eternally happy, he delivers into 
their hands, by way of instrument and conveyance, 
the blessed sacrament of his body and blood, the 
true root and stem of all blessings. . . . 

Wherefore, as the kingdom of Israel Mras once 
made over to David with the sacred oil which 
Samuel poured on his head ; so the body and blood 
of Jesus Christ is in full value, and heaven with all 
its fulness is in sure title, made over to true 
Christians, by that bread and wine which they 
receive at the blessed communion : the minister of 
Christ having, as to this effect, as much power from 
his Master for doing this, as any prophet or angel 
ever had for what they did. 
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THE SACRAMENT A COMMEMORATIVB 
SACKIPICB. 

'T^HERE never was on earth a true religioa 
-^ without some kind of sacrifices. . . . 

Of all the carnal sacrifices under the Law, none 
ever had any saving reality, as to the washing 
away of sins, but in dependence on Jesus Christ 
our Lord ; and as to our service and duty towards 
God, which they were also to represent, none had 
this second end so fully performed under the Law as 
it must be under the Gospel. ... As for the . . . 
expiation of sins, it is most certain that the sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ alone hath been sufficient for it. 
. . . And the reiteration of it were not only super- 
fluous as to its real effect, but also most injurious to 
Christ in the very thought and attempt. 

Nevertheless this sacrifice, which by a real obla- 
tion was not to be offered more than once, is by an 
eucharistical and devout commemoration to be 
offered up every day. Thb is what the iqxistle 
calls, " to set forth the death di the Lord;" to set 
it forth, I say, as well bef(Mre the eyes kA God his 
Father, as before the eyes of all men; and what 
St. Austin did explain, when he said that the holy 
flesh of Jesus Christ was offered up in three 
manners — by prefiguring sacrifices under the law 
2>efore his coming into the world ; in real deed npoo 
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the cross; and by a commemorative sacrament 
after he is ascended into heaven. All comes to 
this : first, that the sacrifice, as it is itself and in 
itself, can never be reiterated ; yet by way of 
devout celebration and remembrance, it may never- 
theless be reiterated every day. Secondly, that 
whereas the holy eucharist is by itself a sacrament, 
wherein God offers anto all men the blessings 
merited by the oblation of his Son, it likewise 
becomes by our remembrance a kind of sacrifice 
also; whereby, to obtain at his hands the same 
blessings, we present and expose before his eyes 
that same holy and precious oblation once offered. 
Thus the ancient Israelites did continually repre- 
sent in their solemn prayers to God that covenant 
which he had made once with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, their forefathers. Thus did the Jews 
in their captivity turn their faces towards either the 
country or the temple where the mercy-seat and the 
ark were, which were the memorial of his promises, 
and the sacramental engagement of his blessings. 
And thus the Christians in their prayers do every 
day insist upon, and represent to God the Father 
the meritoriotts passion of their Saviour, as the 
only sure ground whereon both God may give, and 
they obtain, the blessings which they do pray for. 
Now, neither the Israelites had ever temple, or 
ark, or mercy-seat, nor the Christians have any 
ordinance, devotion, or mystery, that may ycQv« to 



174 SELECT PASSAGES. 




be such a blessed and effectual instrument to reach 
to this everlasting sacrifice, and to set it out so 
solemnly before the eyes of God Almighty, as the 
holy eucharist is. To men it is a sacred table, 
where God's minister is ordered to represent from 
God his Master the passion of his dear Son, as still 
fresh and still powerful for their eternal salvation ; 
and to God it is an altar, whereon men mystically 
present to him the same sacrifice as still bleeding, 
and still sueing for expiation and mercy. And 
because it is the High Priest himself, the tme 
anointed of the Lord, who hath set up most 
expressly both this table and this altar for these two 
ends, namely, for the communication of his body 
and blood to ihen, and for the representation and 
memorial of both to God — it cannot be doubted 
but that the one must be most advantageous to the 
penitent sinner, and the other most acceptable to 
that good and gracious Father, who is always 
pleased in his Son, and who loves of himself the 
repenting and the sincere return of his children. 
(Luke XV. as.) 

Hence one may see both the great use and 
advantage of more frequent communion, and how 
much it concerns us, whensoever we go to receive 
it, to lay out all our wants, and pour out all our 
grief, our prayers, and our praises, before the Lord 
in so happy a conjuncture. The primitive Chris- 
tians did it so, who did as seldom meet to preach 
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or pray without a communion, as did the old 
Israelites to worship without a sacrifice. On 
solemn days especially, or upon great exigencies, 
they ever used this help of sacramental oblation 
as' the most powerful means the Church had to 
strengthen their supplications, to open the gates of 
heaven, and to force in a manner God and his Christ 
to have compassion on them. The people of Israel, 
for the better performance of prayer and devotion, 
went up to the tabernacle and the temple, because 
(besides other motives) both these were figures of 
that body which was to be sacrificed; wherefore 
Christ calls his body " this temple " (John iL 19), 
and the first Christians went up to their churches, 
there to meet with these mysteries, which do repre- 
sent him both as already sacrificed, and yet as in 
some sort offering and giving up himself; those in 
worshipping ever turning their eyes, their hearts^ 
their hopes, towards that altar and sacrifice, whence 
the high priest was to carry the blood into the sanc- 
tuary: and these, looking towards the cross and 
their crucified Saviour there, through his sufferings 
hope for a way towards heaven : being encouraged 
to this hope by the very memorial which they both 
take to themselves and show to (}od of these suffer- 
ings. Lastly, Jesus, our eternal Priest, being from 
the cross, where he suffered without the gate, gone 
up into the true sanctuary, which is heaven, there 
above doth continually present both his body in 
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true reality, and as Aaron did the twelve tribes oi 
Israel, in a memorial. (Ex. xxviii. 39.) And on the 
other side, we beneath in the Church present to 
God his body and blood in a memorial, that under 
this shadow of his cross, and image of his sacrifice, 
we may present ourselves before him in very deed 
and reality. 

O Lord, who seest nothing in me that is truly 
mine but dust and ashes, and which is worse, sinful 
flesh and blood, look upon what I have of thee, 
some small remnant of thine image, some small 
beginnings of thy grace, and some light spsM'ks of 
thy Spirit. But because all these are defective, 
supply them, O Lord, with thy mercy, and with the 
sacrifice of thy Son. Not unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us, but to thy name and thine Anointed give 
the praise. Turn thine eyes, O merciful Father, to 
the satisfaction and intercession of thy Son, who 
now sits at thy right hand; to the seals of thy 
covenant, which lie before thee upon this table; 
and to all the wants and distresses which also thou 
seest in my heart. O Father, glorify thy Son whom 
thou hast sent into this world ; O Son, Uess thou 
this sacrament which thou hast ordained for thy 
Church, and send with it some influence of that 
Spirit whom thou hast promised to all flesh ; that 
by the help of these mercies, the world, the Church, 
our flesh and souls, may glorify thee now and ever, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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III. 

BISHOP JEWEL. 

HTHE ministration of the holy communion is often- 
^ times of the old learned fathers called a sacrifice; 
not for that they thought the priest had authority 
to sacrifice the Son of God, but for that therein we 
oflfer up unto God thanks and praises for that great 
sacrifice once made upon the cross. So saith St. 
Augustine : " In these fleshy sacrifices (of the Jews) 
there was a figure of the flesh that Christ afterward 
would offer; but in this sacrifice of the Church 
there is a thanksgiving, and a remembrance of that 
flesh which Christ hath already offered for us." So 
Nazianzen calleth the holy communion " a figure ot 
that great mystery of the death of Christ." This 
it vs that Eusebius calleth " the sacrifice of the 
Lord's table," which also he calleth "the sacrifice 
of praise." Chrysostom showeth in what sense 
other ancient fathers used this word ''sacrifice." 
For, as he saith, " We offer up the same sacrifice 
that Christ offered," so in most plain wise, and by 
sundry words, he removeth all doubt, and declareth 
in what sort and meaning we offer it. He saith 
not, " We offer up the Son of God unto his Father, 
and that verily and indeed ;" but contrariwise thus 
he saith, " We offer indeed, but in remembrance of 
his death. This sacrifice is an example of that 
sacrifice. This that we do is dooft va xt,l&Kxc^A»Ski». 

M 



sa 



>i 



I 



II 



178 



SELECT PASSAGES, 




of that that was done. We offer up the same that 
Christ offered ; or rather, we work the remembrance 
of that sacrifice." Thus we offer up Christ : that 
is to say, an example, a commemoration, a remem- 
brance of the death of Christ. 

IV. 
DR. CHRISTOPHER SUTTON. 

1 )^E may remember that which indeed we cannot 
' ' forget, that as man consisteth of soul and body, 
so 'doth he also lead a twofold life : the one corporal, 
ready to fall into a thousand dangers and casualties ; 
the other spiritual, subject to as many, or more. 
The life of the body consisteth of the union of the 
soul with the body; the life of the soul consisteth 
of another union, which is to be united to Christ. 
Both these, as they have their defects, so have they 
also their remedies and sustentations ; for the life 
natural God hath ordained natural sustenance ; for 
the life supernatural, supernatural nourishment. 

But that which at all times is most to be lamented 
is, that whereas the spiritual life is far more excel- 
lent than the temporal, the temporal, notwithstand- 
ing, is more regarded and preferred. For what 
thing doth not a sick body do to recover his health? 
He neglecteth all charges and griefs — he esteemeih 
nothing of the bitterness of medicines — he ooa- 
temneth the sharpness of pains— the most experi- 
•meed physicians, the best, preservatives, are thea 
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sought for— and all for bodily health, which en- 
dureth but for a Utile time. And are we so careful 
for the health of our souls? Would to God we 
were ! then would we repair with more devotion 
than commonly we do unto this most holy sacra- 
ment, where our spiritual life is preserved and 
strewgthene.!. 

Three things there are, saith one, very necessary 
for the lif.£ of man : the mother which brings him 
forth, th; meat which sustaineth him, and the 
physician which cures him when he is sick. The 
same three things are necessary for the life spiritual: 
the mother is Baptism, the meat which sustaineth 
is the holy Eucharist, the Physician to cure is Re- 
pentance. Now, then, as the body without meat 
cannot endure labour and live, no more can the 
soul without this spiritual repast sustain the labours 
of this pilgrimage, the assaults of her enemies, and 
live. The air being corrupted, when we go forth 
of doors we fortify ourselves with some preserva- 
tives: this world is corrupted, our preservative 
against temptations is this holy eucharist. Men 
entering a way possessed with the enemy, arm 
themselves with weapons, get them good company : 
seeing we have in all the way of our life many 
enemies, visible and invisible, shall we not arm 
ourselves, and take unto us Christ our Captain? 
" Put ye on," saith St. Paul, " the Lord Jesus." 
(Rom. xiii. 24.) 
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The first and principal effect of the most holy 
sacrament of the Lord's supper is, that it maketh 
man divine, or like unto God himself; here in the 
state of grace, and hereafter in the state of glory : 
and for this cause it is instituted in the form of 
nourishments. For as nourishments and the body 
nourished become one, so do Christ and the faith- 
ful receivers.^ Other meats receive life of the 
body, this giveth life to the soul. 

The second effect is, that with Christ are given 
unto us all his merits and rewards v/hich he hath 
purchased ; here the hive is given unto us with the 
honey. 



* The true understandinsf of this fruition and union 
which is betwixt the body and the head, betwixt the true 
believers and Christ— the ancient catholic fathers, both 
perceiving themselves and commending to the people, 
were not afraid to call th's supper, seme of them, the salve 
of immortality and sovereign preservative against death ; 
some, a deifical communion ; others, the sweet dainties ot 
our Saviour, the pledge of eternal health, the defence of 
faith, the hope of the resurrection; others, the food of 
immortality, the healthful grace, and the conservatory to 
everlasting life ;— all which sayings, both of the holy Scrip- 
ture and godly men, truly attributed to this celestial ban- 
quet and feast, if we would often call to mind, O. how 
would they inflame our hearts to desire the participation of 
these mysteries, and oftentimes to covet after this bread, 
continually to thirst for this food ! Nor as specially r^ard- 
ing the terrene and earthly creatures which remain, but 
always holding £ast and cleaving by faith to the rock whence 

we may suck the sweetness of everlasting salvation.— 

//oinily coHCtrning the iacrament. 
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The third effect of this sacrament is, that hereby 
a continual and constant remembrance of Christ 
Jesus, our only Saviour, is continued, whereby we 
shew his death until he come again, (i Cor. xi. 26.) 

The fourth effect is, to stir us up to the love of 
God and our neighbour: of God, who first loved 
us ; of our neighbour, for his sake who hath given 
us this commandment, "that he who loveth God 
should love his neighbour also." (z John iv. 2z.) 

The fifth effect is, that it doth sanctify, and see 
also sanctified, not only our souls, but even our 
bodies also, by the power of Christ's body. We 
know that the forbidden fruit received by our first 
parents infected our souls and defiled our bodies ; 
it was meet, therefore, that this heavenly food 
should cause sanctification not only in our souls, 
but also in our bodies; so Christ will never send 
them away empty, that they faint by the way, that 
follow him, as the people did into the desert. (Matt, 
xiv. 15.) 

What, should we enter into that sea of the mani- 
fold effects of this sacrament ? If I am sick, may 
the devout soul say. Here I may cure me ; if I am 
whole. Here I shall keep me ; if li\'ing, Here I shall 
comfort me ; if dead in sin. Here I shall raise me ; 
if I desire to bum with the love of God, Here I 
may inflame me ; if I am cold in devotion. Here I 
may warm me ; if I am blind. Here I may enlighten 
me ; if spottedj Here I may cleanse me, I will not 
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fly, as Adam sometimes did, from the presence of 
God, because here I can cover me ; nor run away 
for fear of the enemy, for here I shall find grace to 
strengthen me. 

St. Cjrril, in his fourth book upon John, saith, 
"Here not only death is put to flight, but all 
spiritual diseases that cause death are expelled ; the 
cruel and inordinate love of our members k re- 
pressed, and the perturbations <n the mind quieted." 

Thomas Aquinas called this sacrament a precious 
Ixinquet, admirable, wholesome, and full oi all 
sweetness ; and to provoke us the more to love it, 
he addeth, "Here sins are cleansed, virtues in- 
creased, the mind made fertile with all spiritual 
graces ; and that when Christ saw his disciples to 
wax sad for his departure, he left imto them this 
sacrament for a singular comfort." 

Amongst these eflfects, this may not be omitted, 
that this holy sacramentvs a pledge of the resurrec- 
tion (as it is mentioned in the looth canon of the 
first Council of Nice). " For this eucharistical 
food," saith Justin Martyr, "is not received by 
concoction and alteration, but doth change the 
mortality of our bodies into his own nature ; that 
is, into immortality, life, and glory. Wherefore, 
amongst other effects, this doth admonish us of the 
immortality of our bodies ; for as Christ's body did 
not remain in death, so also shall not ours ; for it 
cannot be that our bodies shouV always remain in 




thdr sepulchres, seeing that they are nourished by 
Christ's body." .... 

Of this admirable sacrament, St. Cyprian, in his 
sermon on the Lord's supper, most learnedly and 
religiously writeth : "This unleavened bread, which 
is the true and sincere meat, doth by the sacra* 
ment sanctify us ; by the receiving of it, it doth 
enlighten us with faith, and confirmeth us with 
truth towards Christ. Therefore, let all those who 
love the Lord's passion come unto this most whole- 
some bread, and let them not fear to eat of this 
most sweet manna so often as they can, whereby 
they may be made able to pass through the wilder- 
ness of this world without danger of their life. 
Let him not fear to eat of this healthful bread, 
whosoever desireth to have his heart made strong 
in the Lord, that he may overcome all thoite most 
wicked enemies, the devils, which daily lie in 
wait to hinder our salvation." . . . 

Oh, therefore, faithful soul, come freely to this- 
most sweet banquet of Christ Jesus, wherein is 
promised unto thee most assured life and salvation. 
... If thou be unclean, come to the fountain of 
purity ; if thou be hungry, come and feed of the 
bread oi liie, which fadeth not, and filleth the 
hungry soul with goodness. Art thou sick? this 
will be a most sovereign medicine for thine infirmity. 
Hast thou an issue, whereof thou canst not be 
cured by the physicians? touch thou, in the full 
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assiuanoe of faith, the hem of Christ's gannent, 
even the most blessed sacrament, and thine issue 
shall be stayed. If thou feel thyself to be stung by 
the serpents of divers temptations, look upon that 
brazen serpent in which there was no poison^ 
even Christ hanging upon the cross. Dost thou 
make thy moan that thou art blind, weak, and 
lame? then must thou remember, that such are 
bidden to the supper of the great King, and are 
compelled to come in. But thou wilt say, *' I am 
wavering, alas, and inconstant;" yea, but this 
bread doth strengthen the heart of man. Art thou 
sorrowful and in perplexity ? this wine doth make 
joyful the inward man. Do many things trouble 
thee ? cleave fast to him who calmed the waves of 
the sea when they were troubled. Goest thou astray 
from thy Lord and Master ? yet mayest thou walk 
in the strength of thb meat even to the mount of 
God. 

V. 

BISHOP PATRICK, 

HTHIS holy rite of eating bread broken, and 
^ drinking wine poured out, b a solemn com- 
memoration of Christ, according as he himself 
saith to all his apostles (Luke xxii. 19); and par- 
ticularly to St. Paul, who twice makes mention of 
this command, " Do thb in remembrance [or, for a 
remembrance] of me." Hb meaning b not, that 
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we should hereby call him to mind (for we are 
never to forget him), but rather that we should 
keep him in mind, and endeavour to perpetuate his 
name in the world, and propagate the memory of 
him and his benefits to the latest posterity. Now 
this is done by making a solemn rehearsal of 
his famous acts, and declaring the inestimable 
greatness of his royal love. For remembrance 
(dfd/U07(rts) doth not barely signify recording or 
registering of his favours in our mind, but com- 
memoration a solemn declaration that we do well 
bear them in our hearts, and will continue the 
memory and spread the fame of him as far and as 
long as ever we are able. . . . 

I. We do shew forth the Lord's death, and 
declare it unto men. 2. We do shew it forth unto 
God, and commemorate before him the great things 
he hath done for us. We keep it, as it were, in his 
memory, and plead before him the sacrifice of his 
Son, which we shew unto him, humbly requiring 
that grace and pardon, with all other benefits of it, 
may be bestowed upon us. And as the minister 
doth most powerfully pray in the virtue of Christ's 
sacrifice, when he represents it unto God, so do the 
people also, when they shew unto him what his 
Son hath suffered. . . . 

It will not be unprofitable to add, that this was 
one reason why the ancients called this action a 
sacrifice, because it doth represent the sacrifice 
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which Christ once offered. It is a figure of his 
death which we commemorate; unto wfaidi the 
upostle St. Paul (as a learned man concdives) hath 
41 reference, when he saith to the Galatians, that 
Jesus Christ was set forth evidently before their 
eyes crucified among them, " they saw, as it were, 
his sacrifice on the cross : it was so lively figured in 
this sacrament." Such an unbloody sacrifice, which 
is only rememorative^ and in representation^ we 
all acknowledge*. And so every Christian is a 
priest or a sacrifice when he comes to the table of 
the Lord: for as our Lord saith to his apostles 
(Luke xxii. 19), " Do this in rememln-anoe of me," 
so he saith to every private Christian the same 
words, (z Cor. xi. 24.) Only there is this difference, 
that " Do this," &c., in St. Luke, doth manifestly 
refer to those words before, to take bread, give 
thanks, and give to others (which is only the 
minuter's work); but in St. Paul, "Do this, &c., 
refers to " take, eat," which immediately precedes, 
and this is to be done by all. So that both the one 
and the other, in their several kinds, do commenuv 
rate Christ, and represent him to the Father. 

This holy action is to be next of all considered as 
a remembrance or commemoration, with themks' 
giving; and thence it is called by the name of 
Eucharist (or " thanksgiving"), according to the 
phrase of ancient times. 

The Jewish feasts upon their sacrifices do more 
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plainly instruct us in this matter. They that offerad 
peace-cfTerings unto God were admitted to eat some 
part ot them afrer they were presented to him, and 
some pieces 01 them burnt upon his altar. And 
this is called " partaking of the altar," which was 
God's table (Ezek. xli. 33 ; Mai. i. 7), where they 
did rejoice bexore him, as those that were suffered 
to eat and drink with aim. But the Psalmist's 
words are most to be' observed to this purpose (Ps. 
cxvi. Z3, 13), where to the question, " What shall I 
render to the Lord tor all his benefits towards me V 
he returns this answer, *' I will take the cup of sal- 
vation," &c ; that is, when I oflfer sacrifices for 
salvation {afaTyipUn) or deliverance that God hath 
granted me out of trouble, I will remember the 
mercy of God with all thankfulness, as I feast upon 
the remains of that sacrifice. For it was the manner 
that the master ot the sacrifice should begin a cup 
of thanksgiving to all the guests that he invited, 
that they might all praise God together for that 
salvation in consideration ot which he paid these 
vows unto him ; and in those words the ancients 
thought they tasted the cup of salvation, which we 
now drink in the supper of the Lord ; expounding 
them, in the analogical sense, to signify the par- 
ticipation of the Christian mysteries. 

It may further be observed, that all Churches in 
the world have always used divine praises in this 
commemoration; .... for so we read in Justin 
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Martjrr and others, that in their times the Churdi 
used to praise God for all things, and particularly 
for those gifts of bread and wine ; and so for Jesus 
Christ, his death, passion, resurrection, and as- 
cension, beseeching the Father of the whole world 
to accept of the offering they made to him. And in 
after ages Cyril of Jerusalem saith, "We make 
mention of the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all 
the creatures, reasonable and unreasonable ; of the 
angels, archangels, and powers of heaven ; praising 
God, and saying, ' Holy, holy, holy. Lord God of 
Sabaoth, heaven and earth are full of thy glory.'" 

From all which we may discern a further reason 
why they called this sacrament by the name of a 
sacrifice ; because they did "offer tmto God thanks- 
giving," as the Psalmist speaks (Ps. 1. 14), which is 
one c^ the spiritual sacrifices which every Christian 

b consecrated to bring tmto him Christians, 

therefore, are not without their sacrifice also, when 
they keep this feast, and such an one as is very 
liefitting God, and which no rational man can deny 
to deserve the name 

There are eucharistical mctions also, whereby 
we perform a most delightsome sacrifice unto 
God. 

We must not, when we come to God, appear be- 
fore him empty ; but we are to consecrate and offer 
unto him some of our temporal goods, for the relief 
of those that are in want, which may cause many 
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fhanlcsgivings to be sent up by them to God. It 
hath been said before, that our whole selves ought 
to be offered as an holocaust to God; .... so 
that the spiritual sacrifice of ourselves, and the 
corporal sacrifice of our goods to him, may teach 
the papists that we are sacrificers as well as they, 
and are made kings and priests unto God. Yea, 
they may know that the bread and wine of the 
eucharist is an offering (out of the stock of the 
whole congregation) to this service, according as it 
was in the primitive times. . . . We pray him, 
therefore, in our communion-service, to accept our 
oblations (meaning those of bread and wine), as 
well as our alms. We offer ourselves, and our 
prayers, and our praises, and our goods, at the 
table of the Lord, where, as God provides for us, 
so we provide for him in those that are his members, 
and offer upon it those sacrifices which are most 
befitting either him or rational creatures. And 
that you may see we are engaged to this kind of 
offering, it is to be observed, that the eating of the 
Iamb was not all the solemnity of the Passover; 
but they sacrificed likewise offerings of thanks- 
givings in abundance, that there might be provision 
for the poor. . . . 

Now this bread and wine in the sacrament is 
God's, both as it is offered by us unto him, and as 
it is consecrated to represent his Son Christ unto 
us; and therefore we, by partaking of it^ do 
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solemnly engage ourselves unto, and promise our 
fidelity in, his service. 



As we are partakers of a better sacrifice, whicK 
is of greater efficacy and virtue than any ol theirs 
(the Jews) weie, so God receives us into a nearer 
familiarity with himself; and by setting before us 
the body and blood of that sacrifice which was 
offered to him, plainly tells us that he intends to 
make us partakers of the highest blessings, even of 
his own joy and happiness ; of which he gives us 
strong assurance, in that he lets us partake, not 
only of the blood of the sacrifice in this figure and 
representation, but of the blood of that sacrifice 
which was offered for the sins of the world. This 
bids us rest assured of his abundant grace, and not 
doubt of our acceptance with him to a participation 
of his highest favour. There is nothing now to 
hinder it, nor to make us call in question his merci- 
ful kindness towards us ; for we have such a token 
and pledge of forgiveness of our sins by this sacri- 
fice, as the ancient people of God had not of the 
forgiveness of their offences by the blood that was 
offered at God's altar. They were not admitted to 
taste of that blood, as we are of the blood of Jesus ; 
and so could not have that boldness and access 
with confidence to God which we have through the 
faith of him. 

This seems to be one great secret of this sacra- 



ment, as appears from the words of St. Luke and 
St. Paul (Luke xxiL 20 ; x Cor. xi. as* compared 
with Matt. xxvi. 28), who tells, that this cup which 
we drink of is " the new covenant in Christ's blood, 

which was shed for the remission of sins." 

Which 18 the import also of the word "communion/* 
used by St. Paul to express the effect of this sacra- 
ment. "The cup of blessing which we bless, is i^ 
not the communion of the blood of Christ?" &c. 
(i Cor. x. z6.) In its full signification, that phrase 
denotes not merely our being made of his society, 
but our having a communication of his body and 
his blood unto us (so the word koivcjv^U) is rendered 
in other places, Gal. vi. 6 ; Phil. iv. 15) ; of which 
we partake by eating this bread and drinking this 
cup in remembrance of his death for the remission 
of sins. And so we beseech our merciful Father (in 
the prayer of consecration which our Church pre- 
scribes), that we, receiving these his creatures of 
bread and wine, according to his Son our Saviour's 
holy institution, in remembrance of his death and 
passion, may be partakers of his most blessed body 
and blood. For after the bread and wine are 
deputed by holy prayer to God to be used for a 
commemoration of Christ's death, though they do 
not cease to be what they were before, yet they 
begin to be something which they were not before 
this consecration. All the effects and benefits of 
his passion are imparted to us by these, which in 
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themselves are but God's creatures of bread and 
wine, yet, by his appointment, become to us the 
body and blood of his Son. In sh(Mt, there is 
nothing which the body and blood of Christ can be 
to the spirits of men, but by these tokens he ex- 
hibits it to us, and gives us an interest in it This 
is spiritually to eat hb flesh and drink his blood, as 
both our Church and the ancients speak. Our souls 
entertain and feast themselves n-pon his sacrifice, 
being really made partakers of whatsoever his body 
and blood can do for them. 

VI. 

BISHOP BEVERIDGE. 

'IITHEN our ever-blessed Redeemer instituted the 
* * sacrament of his last supper, he said, " Thb do 
in remembrance of me " (Luke xxii. 19 ; x Cor. xi. 
94) ; whereby he laid his command upon his apostles 
there present, and in them upon his Church in all 
ages, that they should continue this his holy institu- 
tion in remembrance of him, or of that death which 
he vtras the next day to suffer for the sins of the 
world ; and that they should do it all along until 
his coming again. As we learn also from his 
apostle, saying, "As often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he 
come." (i Cor. xi. 36.) 
- This, therefore, is to be always done for the con- 
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tiaual remembrance of his death, as it was a sacri- 
fice for the sins of the world. . . . 

The death of Christ was not only a true and 
proper sacrifice, but the only true and proper 
sacrifice for sin that was ever offered up in the 
world. For his being offered up for the sins of the 
whole world, there was no sin for which any other 
need or could be offered up ; or if there had been, 
no other could have taken it away ; " for it is not 
possible that the blood of bulls and goats should 
take away sins." Yet such only were all the 
*' sacrifices " under the law ; which therefore were 
not real expiatory sacrifices in themselves, but 
only types and shadows appointed by God to fore- 
shew, typify, and represent ** the sacrifice of the 
death of Christ " then to come. And in like manner, 
the sacrament of the Lord's Supper is now ordained 
by him to set forth and commemorate the same 
sacrifice as now already offered up for the sins of 
mankind ; which, therefore, is necessary to be con- 
tinued to the end, as the typical sacriQces were 

from the beginning of the world These 

sacrifices, being ordained only to foreshew and 
tyjHfy "the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sins of the world," ceas^ed in course when he had 
offered up himself a sacrifice for our sins upon ihe 
crossk But now, under the Gospel, other kinds of 
sacrifices are required. We are now commanded to 
" present our bodies a living sacrifice ;" not to kill 
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them, but to offer them up alive as a living sacrifice, 
dedicating ourselves wholly to the service of God. 

Hence all manner of good, pious, and charitable 
works, that are done in obedience to God, and for 
his service and honour, are now called "sacrifices," 
.... particularly our open or public praying to 
him, and to him alone, for all the good things that 
we want. For hereby we plainly discover that we 
believe him to be the Author and Giver of " every 
good and perfect gift." . . . And therefore, under 
the law itself, their public prayers always went 
along Mrith their daily sacrifices, both morning and 
evening. "Let my prayer," saith David, "be set 
forth before thee as incense, and the lifting up of 
my hands as an evening sacrifice." Especially 
considering that prayer alwa>'S was and ought to 
be accompanied with praise and thanksgiving to 
God, which is so properly a sacrifice that it is often 
called by that name, " I will offer," saith David, 
" to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving " (Ps. cxvi. 
17) ; and " let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanks- 
giving, and declare his works with rejoicing," or 
singing. (Ps. cvii. 22.) 

But the sacrifice that is most proper and peculiar 
to the Gospel is the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
instituted by our Lord himself, to succeed all the 
bloody sacrifices in the Mosaic law. For though 
we cannot say, as some do, that this is such a 
sacrifice whereby Christ is again offered up to God 
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both for the living and the dead ; yet it may as 
properly be called a sacrifice as any that was ever 
offered, except that which was offered by Christ 
himself; for his, indeed, was the only true expia- 
tory sacrifice that was ever offered. Those under 
the law were only types of his, and were called 
sacrifices simply upon that account, because they 
typified and represented that which he was to offer 
for the sins of the world ; and therefore the sacra- 
ment of Christ's body and blood may as well be 
called by that name as they were. They were 
typical^ and this is a commemorative sacrifice. 
They foreshewed the death of Christ to come; 
this shews forth his death already past. " For as 
often," saith the apostle, "as ye eat this bread, 
and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till 
he come." (i Cor. xi. 26.) This is properly our 
Christian sacrifice, which neither Jews nor Gentiles 
can have any share in, as the apostle observes : 
" We have an altar whereof they have no right to 
eat which serve the tabernacle " (Heb. xiii. 10) ; an 
altar, where we partake of the great sacrifice which 
the eternal Son of God offered up for the sins of 
the whole world, and ours among the i-est, that 
Almighty God may be reconciled to us, and receive 
us again into his love and favour, and make us 
happy in the enjoyment of it for ever ; which is so 
great a blessing, that they who really mind their 
own good and welfare can no more forbear to ^ax- 
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take of this sacrament when they may, dian they 
can forbear to eat meat when they are hungry and 
have meat before them. 

These are those spiritual sacrifices which the holy 
priesthood, or whole body of saints, offer up to 
God. They are called " spiritual," in opposition 
to those carnal sacrifices that were offered by the 
Levitical priesthood ; and because they are of a 
spiritual nature, and performed in a spiritual 
manner, being offered up in the spirits of the saints 
as well as bodies, and by the Spirit of God himself 
dwelling in them, and so consecrating them "a 
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, and enabling 
them to offer up these sacrifices in the name of 
Christ, and through the merits of that sacrifice 
which he hath offered up for them, according to 
that saying of the apostle, " By him, therefore, let 
us offer up the sacrifice of praise to God continually." 



The oftencr we partake uf the Lord's supper, the 
greater benefit and comfort we shall receive from 
it. It is by frequent acts that habits are produced. 
It is by often eating and drinking this spiritual 
food, that we learn how to do it, so as to digest and 
convert it into proper nourishment for our souls. 
... 1 shall say no more, but that I never expect 
to see our Church settled, primitive Christianity 
revived, and true piety and virtue flourish again 
Among us, till the holy communion be oftener 
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celebrated than it hath been of late in all places 
of the kingdom ; and am sure, that if people were 
but sensible of the great advantage it would be to 
them, they would need no other arguments to 
persuade them to frequent it as often as they can. 
For we should soon find, as many have done 
already, by experience, that this is the great 
means appointed by our blessed Redeemer whereby 
to communicate himself, and all the merits of his 
most precious death and passion, to us, for the 
pardon of our sins, and for the "purging our con- 
sciences from dead works to serve the living God." 
So that by applying ourselves thus constantly unto 
him, we may receive constant supplies of grace and 
power from him to live in his true faith and fear all 
our days ; and by conversing so frequently with him 
at his holy table upon earth, we shall always be fit 
and ready to go to him, and to converse perpetually 
with him, in his kingdom above, where we shall 
have no need of sacraments, but shall see him, 
*' face to face," and adore and praise him for ever, 
as for all his other blessings, so particularly for the 
many opportunities he hath given us of partaking 
of his most blessed body and blood. 

VII. 
ARCHBISHOP POTTER. 
T N the Christian Church there is only one proper 
■^ sacrifice, which our Lord offered upon the cross ; 
and consequently Christians cannot partake of any 
sacrifice in a literal and strict sense, without allow- 
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ing transubstantiation. Lest, therefore, they should 
want the same pledge to assure them of the Divine 
favour which the Jews enjoyed, our Lord appointed 
the elements of bread and wine to signify his body 
and blood offered in sacrifice; whence they are 
expressly called his Ijody and blood — it being com- 
mon for representatives to bear the name of those 
things or persons which they represent: "And as 
they were eating, Jesus took bread," &c The 
elements were not his literal body and blood, nor 
understood to be so by the a(>ostles or any primitive 
father ; but they were the symbols of his body and 
blood, the partaking whereof is all one to the re- 
ceivers, and does as much assure them of the favour 
of God as if they should eat and drink that body 
and blood of Christ which was offered upon the 
cross. To this purpose is the discourse of St. Paul, 
" The cup of blessing," &c. ' (i Cor. x. i6-2i.) 
Where it may be observed, z. That eating the 
Lord's supper is the same rite in the Christian 
Church with eating the things offered in sacrifice 
among the Jews and heathens, a. That it is an 
act of communion or fellowship with God ; at whose 
table we are said to be entertained ; and therefore 
it is declared to be inconsistent with eating the 
Gentile sacrifices, which is an act of communion 
with devils, to whom those sacrifices are offered. 
3. That it is an act of communion between Chris- 
tians who eat at the same table, and by that means 
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are owned to be members of the same evangelical 
covenant under Christ. Whence the apostle de- 
clares in another place, that the Jews, who are not 
within the Christian covenant, and consequently 
not in communion with Christ and his Church,- 
have no right to partake of the Christian altar: 
" We have an altar," says he, " whereof they have 
no right to partake who serve the tabernacle.*' 
(Heb. xiiL zo.) Hence it is manifest, that to eat 
the Lord's supper is to partake of the sacrifice of 
Christ, which is there commemorated and repre- 
sented. For which reason the primitive fathers 

speak of eating at the Christian altar So 

that it is plain, both from the design and nature of 
the Lord's supper, and from the concurrent testi- 
mony of the most primitive fathers, who conversed 
with the apostles or their disciples, that it was 
reckoned through the whole world to be a com- 
memorative sacrifice, or a memorial of our Lord 
offered upon the cross, first dedicated to God by 
prayer and thanksgiving, and afterwards eaten by 
the faithful. 

VIU. 
BISHOP HALL. 

nPHAT sacrament of our spiritual nourishment, 
-^ which our Saviour, as his farewell, left us for 
a blessed memorial of his death and passion, can 
nev«r be celebrated with enough of devotion. Far j 
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be it firom us to come to this feast of our God in our 
common garments ; the soul must be trimmed up, 
if we would be meet guests for the Almighty. The 
great Master of the feast will neither abide us to 
come naked nor ill-clad. Due examination comes 
in first, and thoroughly searches the soul, and finds 
out all the secret defilements that it hides within 
it ; and by the aid of true penitence strips it of all 
those loathsome rags wherewith it was polluted. 
Sin may not be clothed upon with grace ; Joshua's 
filthy garments must be plucked off, ere he can be 
capable of precious robes. (Zech. iii.) Here may 
be no place for our sinful lusts, for our covetous 
desires, for our natural infidelity, for our malicious 
purposes, for any of our unhallowed thoughts. 
The soul, clearly divested of these and all other 
known corruptions, must, in the next place, instead 
thereof, be furnished with such graces and holy 
predispositions as may fit it for so heavenly a work. 
Amongst the graces requisite, faith justly chal- 
lengeth the first place, as that which is both most 
eminent, and most necessarily pre-supposed to the 
profitable receipt of this sacrament; for whereas 
the main end of this blessed banquet is the 
strengthening of our faith, how should that receive 
strength which hath not being? To deliver these 
sacred viands to an unbeliever, is to put meat into 
the mouth of a dead man. Now, therefore, must 
the heart raise up itself to new acts oi believing, 
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nnd must lay faster hold on Christ, and bring him 
close to the soul — more strongly applying to itself 
the infinite merits of his most perfect obedience, 
and of his bitter death and passion ; and erecting 
itself to a desire and expectation of a more vigorous 
and lively apprehension of its omnipotent Redeemer. 
Neither can this faith be either dead or solitary, 
but is still really operative, and attended, as with 
other graces, so especially with a serious repentance, 
whose wonderful power is to undo our former sins, 
and to mould the heart and life to a better obedi* 
ence ; a grace so necessar)'. that the want of it (as 
in extreme corruption of the stomach) turns the 
wholesome food of the soul into pobon. . . . An 
impenitent man, therefore, coming to God's board, 
is so fisur from benefiting himself, that he eats his 
own judgment. 

Another grace necessarily pre-required is, charity 
to our brethren, and readiness to forgive. For this 
is a communion, as with Christ the Head, so with 
all the members of his mystical body. This is the 
true lovefeast of God our Saviour, wherein we pro- 
fess ourselves inseparably united both to him and 
his; if there be more hearts than one at God's 
table, he will not own them. These holy elements 
give us an emblem of ourselves. This bread is 
made up of many grains incorporated into one 
mass ; and this wine is the confluent juice of many 
dusters. Neither do we partake of several loaves, 
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or variety of liquors, but all eat of one bread, and . 
drink of one cup. Here is, then, no place for 
rancour and malice, none for secret grudgings and 
heart-burnings. . . . Neither may we do as those 
two emulous commanders of Greece did, who re- 
solved to leave their spite behind them at Mount 
Athos, and to take it up again on their return ; 
here must be an absolute and free acquitting of all 
the back-reckonings of our unkindness, that we 
may receive the God of peace into a clear bosom. 

Besides these graces, there are certain holy pre- 
dispositions so necessary, that without them our 
souls can never hope to receive true comfort in this 
blessed sacrament ; whereof the first is a hungering 
and thirsting desire after these gracious means of 
our salvation. What good will our meat do us 
without an appetite? Surely without it there is no 
expectation of either relish or digestion. As, there- 
fore, those that are invited to some great feast care 
first to feed their hunger ere they feed their body, 
labouring by exercise to get an appetite ere they 
employ it, so it concerns us to do here ; and as 
those that are listless and weak-stomached are 
wont to whet their appetite with sharp sauces, so 
must we, by the tart applications of the law, quicken 
our desires of our Saviour here exhibited. Could 
we but see our sins, and our miseries by sin — could 
we see God frowning, and hell gaping wide to 
swailovf us, we should not need to be bidden to 
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long for our deliverer, and every pledge of his 
favour would be precious to us. 

Upon the apprehension of our need of a Saviour, 
and so happy a supply thereof presented unto us, 
must needs follow a renewed act of true thankful- 
ness of heart to our good God, who hath both given 
us his dear Son to work our redemption, and his 
blessed sacrament to seal up unto us our redemption 
thus wrought and purchased. And with souls thus 
thankfully elevated unto God, we approach with all 
reverence to that heavenly table where God is both 
the feast-master and the feast. What intention of 
holy thoughts, what fervour of spirit, what depth 
of devotion, must we now find in ourselves ! Doubt- 
less out of heaven no object can be so worthy to 
take up our hearts. What a clear representation is 
here made of the great work of our redemption ! 
How is my Saviour by all my senses here brought 
home to my soul ! how is his passion lively acted 
before mine eyes ! For lo, my bodily eye doth not 
more truly see bread and wine than the eye of my 
faith sees the body and blood of my dear Redeemer. 
Thus was his sacred body torn and broken ; thus 
was his precious blood poured out for me. My 
sins (wretched man that I am !) helped thus to 
crucify my Saviour ; and for the discharge of my 
sins would he be thus crucified. And not only did 
he give himself for me upon the cross ; but, lo, he 
both offers and gives himself to me in this his 
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blessed institution. What had this general gift 
been without this application? Now, my hand 
doth not more sensibly take, nor my mouth more 
really «it this bread, than my soul doth spiritually 
receive and feed on the Bread of life 

Having busied itself with holy thoughts in the 
time of the celebration, the devout soul breaks not 
off in an abrupt unmannerliness, without taking 
leave of the great Master of this heavenly feast ; 
but, with a secret adoration, humbly blesseth God 
for so great a mercy, and heartily resolves and 
desires to walk worthy of the Lord Jesus, whom it 
hath received, and to consecrate itself wholly to 
the service of him that hath so dearly bought it, 
and hath given it these pledges of its eternal union 
with him. 

The devout soul hath thus supped in heaven, and 
returns home ; yet the work is not thus done. After 
the elements are out of eye and use, there remains 
a digestion of this celestial fuod by holy meditation. 
.... Neither are these thoughts and this exami* 
nation the work of the next instant only, but they 
are such as must dwell upon the heart and must 
often solicit our memory and excite our practice ; 
so that by this means we may frequently renew the 
efficacy of this blessed sacrament, and our souls 
may thrive more and more with this spiritual 
nourishment, and may be fed up to eternal life. 
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IX. 

DR. HAMMOND. 

T WILL now give you a compendium or brief of 
-'- the main substantial part of this sacrament; 
and that consists only <^ two branches — one on our 
parts performed to God, the other on God's part 
performed to us. That on our part is commemo- 
rating the goodness of God in all, but especially 
that his great bounty of giving his Son to die for 
us ; and this commemoration hath two branches- 
one oi praise and thanksgiving to him for this 
mercy ; the other of annunciation or shewing forth 
— not only first to men, but, secondly and especially, 
to God— this sacrifice of Christ's offering up his 
body upon the cross for us. That which respecteth 
or looks towards men, is a professing of our faith in 
the death of Christ ; that which looks towards God, 
is our pleading before him that sacrifice of his own 
Son, and through that humbly, and with affiance, 
requiring the benefits thereof, grace and pardon, to 
be bestowed upon us. And then God's part is the 
accepting of this our bounden duty, bestowing that 
body and blood of Christ upon us, not by sending 
it down locally for our bodies to feed on, but really 
for our souls to be strengthened and refreshed by 
iL .... To apply all this by way of illustration 
and confirmation to what is said of this matter in 
the Catechism. 
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The first question is, why the sacrament of the 
Lord's supper was ordained? and the answer, " for 
the continual remembrance of the sacrifice of the 
death of Christ, and of the benefits which we 
receive thereby." What » the meaning of that 
answer? Dissolve the words, and you shall see 
most clearly : first, Christ died ; secondly, this 
death of his was a sacrifice for us, an oblation once 
for all offered to his Father for us weak, sinful men ; 
thirdly, by this sacrifice we that are true Christians 
receive unspeakable benefits, as strength to repair 
our weakness, and enable us to do what God in his 
Son will accept, and reconciliation or pardon for us 
miserable sinners ; and, fourthly, the end of Christ's 
instituting this sacrament was on purpose that we 
might, at set times, frequently and constantly 
returning (for that is the meaning of " continual," 
parallel to the use of "without ceasing," applied to 
the sacrifice among the Jews, and the duty of 
prayer among Christians), remember and com« 
memorate before God aud man this sacrifice of the 
death of Christ. 

X. 

BISHOP TAYLOR. 

VyHATSOEVER Christ did at the institution, 

' ' the same he commanded the Church to do in 

remembrance and repeated rites ; and himself also 

docs the same thing in heaven for us, making per- 
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petoal intercession for his Church, the body of his 
redeemed ones, by representing to the Father his 
death and sacrifice. There he sits a High-Priest 
continually, and offers still the same one perfect 
sacrifice ; that is, still represents it as having been 
once finished and consummate, in order to perpetual 
and never-failing events. And this also his ministers 
do on earth; they offer up the same sacrifice to 
God, the sacrifice of the cross, by prayers, and a 
commemorating rite and representment, according 
to his holy institution. And as all the effects of 
grace and the titles of glory were purchased for us 
on the cross, and the actual mysteries of redemp- 
tion perfected on earth, but are applied to us, and 
made effectual to single persons and communities 
of men, by Christ's intercession in heaven ; so also 
they are promoted by acts of duty and religion 
here on earih, that we may be "workers together 
with God " (as St. Paul expresses it), and, in virtue 
of the eternal and all-sufficient sacrifice, may offer 
up our prayers and our duty ; and by representing 
that sacrifice, may send up, together with our 
prayers, an instrument of their graciousness and 
acceptation. 

The funerals of a deceased friend are not only 
performed at his first interring, but in the monthly | 

minds and anniversary commemorations; and our 
grief returns upon the sight of a picture, or upon 
any instance which our dead friend desired us to 
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preserve as his memorial : so we "celebrate and 
exhibit the Lord's death," in sacrament and 
symbol; and this is that great express, which, 
when the Church ofTers to God the Father, it 
obtains all those blessings which that sacrifice 
purchased. . . . 

As the ministers of the sacrament do, in a sacra- 
mental manner, present to God the sacrifice of the 
cross, by being imitators of Christ's intercession, 
so the people are sacrificers too in their manner; 
. for besides that by saying Amen, they join in the 
act of him that ministers, and make it also to be 
their own, so when they eat and drink the conse- 
crated and blessed elements worthily, they receive 
Christ within them, and therefore may also ofier 
him to God ; while, in their sacrifice of obedience 
and thanksgiving, they present themselves to God 
with Christ, whom they have spiritually received : 
that is, themselves with that which will make 
them gracious and acceptable. The offering their 
bodies, and souls, and services to God in him, and 
by him, and with him, who is his Father's well- 
beloved, and in whom he is well pleased, cannot 
but be accepted to all the purposes of blessing, 
grace, and glory. . . . 

If we descend to particulars, then and there the 
Church is nourished in her faith, strengthened in 
her hope, enlarged in her bowels with an increasing 
charity. There all the members of Christ are 
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joined with each other, and all to Christ their head : 
and we again renew the covenant with God in 
Jesus Christ, and God seals his part, and we 
promise for ours, and Christ unites both, and the 
Holy Ghost signs both in the collation of those 
graces which we then pray for, and exercise, and 
receive all at once. There our bodies are nourished 
with the signs, and our souls with the mystery : our 
bodies receive into them the seed of an immortal 
nature, and our souls are joined with him who is 
the first-fruits of the resurrection, and never can 
die. And if we desire any thing else and need it, 
here it is to be prayed for, here to be hoped for, 
here to be received. . . . 

After all this, it is advised by the guides of souls, 
wise men and pious, that all persons should com- 
municate very often, even as often as they can, 
without excuses or delays, — everything that puts 
us from so holy an employment, when we arc 
moved to it, being either a sin or an imperfection, 
an infirmity or indevotion, and an unactiveness of 
spirit. All Christian people must come. The}', 
indeed, that are in the state of sin must not come 
so, but yet they must come : first, they must quit 
their state of death, and then partake of the bread 
of life. They that are at enmity with their neigh- 
bours must come— that is no excuse for their not 
coming; only they must not bring their enmity 
along will) (hem, but leave it, and then come. 

o 
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They that have variety of secular employments 
must come; only they must leave their secular 
thoughts and affections behind them, and then 
come and converse with God. If any man be well 
grown in grace, he must needs come, because he is 
excellently disposed to so holy a feast : but he that 
is but in the infancy of piety had need to come, 
that so he may grow in grace. The strong must 
come, lest they become weak ; and the weak, that 
they may become strong. The sick must come to 
be cured, the healthful to be preserved. They that 
have leisure must come, because they have no 
excuse : they that have no leisure must come hither, 
that by so excellent a religion they may sanctify 
their business. The penitent sinners must come, 
that they may be justified ; and they that are justi- 
fied, that they may be justified still. They that 
have fears and great reverence to these mysteries, 
and think no preparation to be sufficient, must 
receive, that they may learn how to receive the 
more worthily ; and they that have a less degree of 
reverence must come often, to have it heightened : 
that so our souls may be transformed into the simili- 
tude and union with Christ, by our perpetual feed- 
ing on him, and conversation, not only in his courts, 
but in his very heart, and most secret affections, 
and incomparable purities. 
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communion and participation in the spotless, 
holy, quickening, and saving sacrament of 
thy most blessed body and precious blood. — 
Liturgy of St. Chrysostom. 
Look down, O Lord our God, from thy holy habi- 
tation, and from the throne of glory in thy 
kingdom, and come and bless us. — Deut. 
xxvi. 15. 
O thou who sittest on high with the Father, and 
here, unseen, art present with us, come down 
and sanctify these gifts presented to thee, 
and those for whom, and those by whom, and 
the purposes whereunto they are offered. — 
Liturgies of St. Chrysostom and St. Basil. \ 

And grant us to partake of them : ' 

In faith that maketh not ashamed. — Rom. v. 5. ; 

In love without dissimulation. — Rom. xti. 9. ' 

To the fulfilment of thy commandments. — John I 

xiv. 15. ! 

To the exercise of all the fruits of the Spirit. — : 

Gal. V. 22. 

To our deliverance from every evil. — Luke xi. 4. 

To the preservation of soul and body. — z Thess. 
v. 23. 

For a symbol of our fellowship. — ^Acts ii. 42. 

For a remembrance of tliy dispensation. — £ph. 
iii. 2. 

For the showing of thy death. — x Cor. xi. 26. 

For the communion of thy body and blood, — 
I Cor. X. 16. 

For the participation of thy Spirit. — i Cor. xii. 13. 

For the remission of our sins.— Matt. xxvi. aS. 

For the avoiding of enemies. — 2 Tim. iii. 5. 



\ 



For the quieting of otir consciences. — Matt. xi. 39. 
For the blotting out of our transgressions. — Acis 

iii. 19. 
For the purging of our spots. — Heb. ix. 14. 
For the healing of our soul's infirmities. — i Peter 

iu 24. 
For the renewal of our covenant. — Ps. 1. 5. 
For the meat of spiritual life.— John vi. 27. 
For increase of strengthening grace. — Heb. xiii. 9. 
And of consolation. — Luke ii. 25. 
For sorrow unto repentance.— 2 G>r. vii. 9. 
For the enlightening of our understanding. — 

Luke xxiv. 31. 
For the clothing of humility. — x Peter v. 5. 
For the seal of our faith. — 2 Cor. L 22. 
For the fulness of wisdom. — Rom. xi. 33. 
For the bond of love. — John xiii. 35. 
For a due account of our oblations. — z Cor. xvi. x. 
For the armour of sufferance. — x Pet. iv. x. j 

For the awakening of gratitude. — Ps. cxvi. 12. 
For confidence in prayer. — Ps. cxvi. 13. 
For mutual indwelling. — ^John. vi. 56. 
For a pledge of our resurrection. — ^John vi. 54. 
For a fit excuse at the judgment. — Luke xiv. i3. 
For a testament of our inheritance. — Luke xxii. 

20. 
For a type of our perfection. — ^John xvii. 23. 
That we, with all thy saints, who from the begin- 

ing have pleased thee, may be made partakers 
I of thy incorruptible and eternal benefits, 

which thou hast prepared, O Lord, for them 

that love thee (x Cor. ii. 9), in whom thou art 

glorified for ever.— 3 Thcss. i. 10. 
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O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the 

world. — John i. 29. 
Take away mine also, for 1 am a grievous sinner. — 

z Tim. L 15. 

We, therefore, O Lord, in the presence of thy 
sacrament, being mindful 

Of the saving passions of thy Christ, 

Of his life-bestowing cross, 

Of his most precious death, 

Of his three days' burial, 

Of his resurrection from the dead. 

Of his ascension into heaven, 

Of his seat at the right hand oi thee, his Father, 

Of his second advent in glory and in terror. 
Beseech thee, O Lord, that we, taking part m thy 
sacraments with the pure testimony of our 
conscience (2 Cor. L 12), may be incorporated 
in the blessed body and blood of thy Christ : 
And that, worthily receiving them, we may have 
Christ dwelling in our hearts (Eph. iiL 17), and 
become a temple of thy Holy Ghost.— z Cor. 
vi. 19. 

Even so, O Lord our God I 
And make not any one of us guilty of these awful 
and heavenly sacraments, neither sickly in soul 
or body by an unworthy partaking of them. — 
I Cor. xi. 27, 30. 
But grant us, even to our last and latest breath, wor> 
thily to conceive the hope of these thy mysteries. 

Isanctification, 
illumination, 
and confirmation. 
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To the relief of the -burden of our many sins. 
To the discomfiture of every assault of the devil. 
To the dismissal and removal of our evil habits. 
For the mortification of our passions. 
The observance of thy commandments, 
The increase of thy heavenly grace. 
And the attainment of thy kingdom. 

a. AFTER RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT. 

We have now finished and consummated, O Christ 

our God, according to our ability, the mystery 

of thy dispensation. 
For we have received the memorial of thy death ; 
We have seen the type of thy resurrection ; 
We have been filled with thy eternal life ; 
We have had delight in thy endearments, whereof 

there is no satiety : 
And the enjoyment of which, O Lord God, we 

pray thee to award to all of us in the world to 

come. 

The good Lord pardon every one that loveth him 
with his whole heart, and seeketh the Lord 
God of his fathers, though he be not cleansed 
according to the purification of the sainM.-^ 
a Chrou. xxx. 18, 19. 
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OR, 

PRAYERS UPON THE LIFE AND DEATH OF 
OUR SAVIOUR yESUS CHRIST, 

BY BISHOP ANDREWES. 



O SWEET Saviour, who, for the love of man- 
kind, didst vouchsafe to descend from thy 
royal throne, from the bosom of thy Father, into 
this vale of misery, and to take on thee the form 
of a sinner, even human flesh in the sanctified 
womb of the most chaste and pure Virgin, and be 
bom without any interruption of her virginity ; 

Be pleased of thy great clemency to make my 
heart thy habitation, adorn it to that end with all 
spiritual graces, and be daily bom in me by renew- 
ing in my soul a fervent love to thee ; and 

Be merci/ul to me. 

O blessed Lord, who being God Almighty didst 
not disdain at thy birth to be wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and to be laid in a manger ; 

Grant that I may be ever in thy sight a little in- 
fant, in humility and lowliness of spirit : take from 
me all ambitious thoughts ; and 

Be tnerclful to me. 
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O gracious Lord, who at thy birth wouldst be 
received into this world with joyml hymns of blessed 
angels, and be found to the great delight and admi- 
ration of poor shepherds ; 

Give thy grace unto me, thy^ poor unworthy 
servant, continually to persevere in thy praise, to 
seek thee with the shepherds' affection, by seeking 
to find thee, and finding thee always to retain 
and enjoy thee ; and Be merciful to tne. 

O sweet ^esus, who wert pleased upon the eighth j 

day to be circumcised, and in that most tender aze 
of thine didst begin to shed thy blood, merely for 
the love of me and mankind ; i 

Cut off, I entreat thee, all superfluities fix)m my ; 

soul, and take from me all evil thoughts, words, 
and works ; and Be merciful to me, 

O blessed Christ, who (to the unspeakable com- 
fort of me and all thine elect) wouldst be called by 
the saving name of Jesus; 

Grant that the memory of this name may ever 
cause a reverend respect in me toward thee, and 
that by it I may be preserved all my life, and at 
the hour of death ; and Be merciful to me. 

P loving Lord God, who wouldst be found by the 
wise men which sought thee with faith and devo- 
tion, and who (having found thee) fell before thee 
with oblations of gold, frankincense, and myrrh ; 

Be pleased, I beseech thee, that I may find thee 
in spirit, and worship thee in spirit and truth; 
offering unto thee the gold of bright shining charity, 
the incense of pure devotion, and the myrrh of 
perfect mortification ; and Be merciful to me. 

O blessed Saviour, who, to leave mankind an 
example of obedience and humility, wouldst become 
subject to the law, and be brought to the temple, 
and there have offered for thee the oblations of the 
poor and not the rich ; 
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Give me the grace and obedience to snbject my- 
self willinely to my governors ; soflfer not ue^ least 
thought of pride to reign in me, but quench in me 
all haughtiness of spirit, with inordinate love and 
conceit of myself; and Be merciful to me. 

• 

O gracious Lord, who, whilst thou wert yet 
^ung and tt:nder, wert contented to suffer persecu- 
tion, and fly with thy blessed mother into £gypt ; 

Grant me such ability by thy grace, whereby I 
may not only suft'er persecution and affliction when 
it shaJll please thee, but also jpersecute and punish 
ail wickedness within myself, before it grow too 
strong for me ; and Be merci/ul to me, 

O blessed Jesus, who, being sought for by thy 
blessed Mother three days, wouldst be found of her 
in the Temple ; 

Suffer me never to be severed from thee; give 
me such a devotion toward thee, that I may never 
be weary in serving thee, nor satisfied with prais- 
j ing thee, either in public or private ; and 

Be merciful to me, 

O loving Lord, who wouldst enter the river Jor- 
dan, and there be baptised by thy forerunner, 
John the Baptist ; 

Be pleased that I may be purified in this life by 
thy merits, and thereby washed from all my sins ; 
and Be merci/ul to me, 

O gracious Saviour, who didst continue fasting 
and praying forty days and nights together in the 
desert) and after divers temptations didst overcome 
Satan; 

Grant that I may chastise my flesh, and exercise 
myself in fasting, watching, praver,^ and other 
spiritual exercises, and subdue all evil affections 
which rebel against the Spirit ; and 

Be merci/ul to me. 
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O blessed Redeemer, who for my sake didst sub- 

{'ect thyself to many sorrows and necessities, to 
leat, cold, hunger, thirst, weariness, sweat, journeys, 
persecutions, and tribulations ; 

Strengthen me with the aid of thy Holy Spirit, 
that I may willingly bear all adversities, as coming 
from thy hand ; and Be mercijul to m*. 

O blessed Lord, who while thou wert upon earth 
didst vouchsafe to comfort the sons of men and 
heal their infirmities ; 

Replenish my heart with all pious affection, that 
1 may account the miseries of others as mine own, 
and supply their necessities in whatsoever I may, 
according to my ability ; and Be merciful to me. 

O gracious Lord, who, for thy love to mankind, 
didst endure infinite miseries, injuries, calumnies, 
blasphemies, and revilings, even of those to whom 
thou hadst done much good ; 

Create in me a heart pure and innocent, which 
may forgive mine enemies, and love them, render- 
ing good for evil, whereby I may show m^rself a 
true follower of thy perfect charity and patience ; 
and Be merciful to me. 

O merciful Saviour, who, to abrogate the cere- 
monial law, didst eat the Paschal lamb with thy 
disciples, and giving them an example of humility, 
upon thy knees didst wash their feet : 

Grant that this example may make a deep im- 
pression in me; give me perfect humility, true 
obedience, and fervent love, whereby I may love 
thee sincerely and all others unfeignedly ; and 

Be merciful to me. 

O blessed Lord, w ho of tify great love didst in- 
siltute the blessed sacrament of thy body and 
bluod, whereby thou mightest continue with us to 
the eud of] the world ; 

Stir up in me an earnest desire and longing after 
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this holy sacrament, and grant that I may ever 
receive it with a chaste love, deep afTection, and a 
pure heart ; and Be merciful to me, 

O lovins Lord, who, when thou wert to leave 
; this world, didst comfort thy disciples, and with 

i ardent and affectionate {H^yer didst commend them 

1 to the Father, thereby showing what love thou 

didst bear to them, and all others who should be- 
lieve in thee ; 

Make my heart sensible of this love, and raise in 
me an earnest affection to thee, that I may be 
wholly transformed into the love of thee ; and 

Be merctfiU to me, 

O merciful Saviour, who, praying in the garden, 
didst wholly resign thyself to thy Fathers good 
pleasure, desiring that not thy will, but his, should 
De wholly done ; ^ 

^ Give me grace, that in all adversity and tribula- 
tion I may flee to thee by prayer, and ever commit 
myself to thy providence and good pleasure ; and 

Be merciful to me. 

O sweet Jesu, who didst suffer thyself to be taken 
and bound as a malefactor, neither didst lament nor 
murmtur whilst thou wert shamefully entreated by 
thy enemies ; 

Give me strength, after thine example, willingly 
and patiently to endure all adversity and tribulation 
which shall at any time befall me ; and 

Be merciful to me. 

1 O blessed Saviour^ who wouldst be forsaken of 

f thine own disciples m the midst of thy troubles 

and afflictions ; 

Pardon me, thy fugitive servant, and receive me 
; into thy favour; suffer me not to wander from 

thee any more, but give me such constancy and 
perseverance, that I may continue in thy service 
to the end of my days ; and Be merciful to mi. 
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O merciful Je.sii, who, standing in the presence of 
the high priest, didst patiently endure a cruel blow; 

^ Mortify in me all angry affections, that I be not 
disquieted when I am injured, nor think of revenge, | 

but for thy sake may bear all things patiently, 
rendering good for evil ; and Be merciful to me. 

O gracious Redeemer, who, in the night of thy 
passion, wouldst be mocked, derided, and many 
ways be despitefully handled ; 

Help mine infirmities, lend me aid that I faint | 

not under temptations or tribulations, but give me ; 

grace to be thankful to thee for them ; and j 

Be merciful to me. 

O blessed Lord, who wouldst not reply to the 
unjust accusations of thine enemies, but mildly 
with a deaf ear wouldst let them pass ; 
^ Grant that no slanders may move me to impa- 
tience, but that by thine example I may patiently 
overcome all that any way defame and imure me ; 
and Be merciful to me. 

O loving Saviour, who, beine denied by thy 
anostle St. Peter, didst look on nim with the eye 
of compassion, and cause him to bewail his offence 
with bitter tears ; 

Look also on me, miserable sinner, with the same 
gracious and moving aspect, that I may wash away 
my sins with the tears of repentance, and never 
deny thee, my Lord and Saviour, by word or deed ; 
and Be merciful to me. 

O sweet Jesu, who, being stripped, wouldst be 
bound to a pillar and scourged, whereby thy 
blessed body was torn and wcunded ; 

Heal my wounds by thy stripes, take all evil 
thoughts from me, and grant me patience to endure 
the strokes of thy fatherly visitation ; and 

Be merciful to me. 
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O gracious Lord, who, after so many wounds 
received, and so much precious blood sned, wcrt 
mocked and crowned with a crown of thorns ; 

Grant that the remembrance thereof may be hn- 
printed in my heart, and that 1 may love thee for 
thy exceeding charity, and wholly think of thee, 
wholly contemplate thy bitter pains ; and 

Be merciful to me. 

O botmtiful Jesus, who wert pleased with great 
pain, labour, and weariness, to carry thine own 
cross to Mount Calvary, and there to comfort the 
lamenting women, exhorting them to weep not for 
thee, but themselves and children ; ^ 

Give me grace with a cheerful mind to bear any 
cross thou shalt lay upon me, and to bewail with 
tears my sinful life past ; and 

Be merciful to me. 

O merciful Redeemer, who didst suffer thy 
sacred hands and feet to be pierced with nails and 
fastened to the cross, and tnere didst with great 
effusion of blood suffer unexpressible torments ; 

Grant that I may always, with a faithful and 
thankful heart, bear in mind thy exceeding great 
love, who wouldst endure so great and grievous 
things for me. Purge and wash my soul, with 
those streams of thy most precious blood, from all 
uncleanness, and offer them to the Father for the 
full and plenary satisfaction of all my transgres- 
sions ; and Be merciful to tne. 

O blessed Lord, who in thy bitter pains didst 
intercede with the Father for thine enemies who 
crucified thee ; saying, " Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do ; " 

Give me grace that, according to thy precept and 
practice, I may love mine enemies, pray for them, 
and do good to those who do evil unto me ; and 

Be merciful to me. 
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O gracious Lord, who, being crucified between 
two tnieves, didst promise to the one of thetn con- 
fessing thee the fruition of paradise ; 

Look upon me with the eves of pity, wherewith 
thou beheldest that good thief, and grcnt I may 
live so, that at the end of my days I may be found 
worthy to hear that joyful speech, "This day thou 
shalt be with me in paradise ; " and 

Be tnerdftU to me. 

O sweet Tesu, who, for the grievousness of 
torments andf exceeding loss of blood, didst faint 
and cry, " I thirst," and wert pleased to drink gall 
and vinegar ; 

Let the remembrance of this cup extinguish in 
me all inordinate riot and excess; give me the 
virtue of sobriety; that all inordinate passions 
being quenched in me, I may wholly thirst after 
thee ; and Be merciful to me. 

O loving Lord, who, when thou wert so pleased, 
didst call for death ^ and bending thy head didst 
commend thy spirit into the hands of thy Father ; 

Grant that the uncertainty of my death may be 
ever in my thoughts, and that I may be ever willing 
and ready to leave this transitory life when it shall 
seem good to thee, to wbose blessed protection I 
commend my soul, praying thee to 

Be merciful to me. 

O blessed Saviour, who with great sorrow of thy 
friends wert taken down from the cross and laid in 
the sepulchre ; 

Bury with thee all my evil desires, that I may 
seem aead to those things which displease thee, anil 
be wholly delighted in thee my Redeemer; and 

Be merciful to me. 

O glorious Lord, who after three days, bavins: 
overcome and triumphed over Death and Satan, 
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djdst rise again otit of the grave, and ^dt tby 
disciples and friends ; 

Revive me from the death of sin, cause me to 

walk in newness of life, and to seek after heavenly 

things, that when thou comest again, I may appear 

• with thee in glory ; and Be merciful to me. 



O merciful Saviour, who forty da3rs after thy 
resurrection didst gloriously and triumphantly 
ascend into heaven in the sight of thy disciples; 

Let it please thy goodness to infuse a longing 
desire and love of thee into my soul, that it may 
be^ elevated in affection to thee, to seek those 
things which are above ; and Be merciful to me. 

O gracious Lord, who (according to th^ promise 
before thy ascension) didst send thy Spirit upon 
thy disciples, and other thy elect servants ; 

Purify (I beseech thee) my heart, that the same 
Spirit, finding my soul pure and clean, may inake 
his abode in it, and adorn it with his manifold 
graces ; and Be merciful to me, 

O blessed Saviour, who, when thou shalt at tlie 
last day come to judge the quick and the dead, 
wilt render to every one according to his works, 
either reward or punishment ; 

Give me grace so to pass this earthly pilgrimage 
according to thy holy will, that at that day I may 
be (through thy merits) thought worthy to l)e 
received into thy heavenly mansion, there to praise 
and bless thee with the holy company of blessed 
saints and angels for evermore ; and 

Be merciful to me. Amen. 
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